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Recent reports show 
Ransom leads Rickman 
in fundraising
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Press staff report

The annual Halloween costume march and 

trick-or-treat event through downtown Tracy 

has been canceled and the county and state 

have recommended against trick or treat-

ing through neighborhoods this Halloween 

because of safety concerns over the COVID-

19 pandemic.

In a statement issued Tuesday, the Tracy 
City Center Association district manag-
er Kristin Barrios said, “Due to the current 
COVID-19 restrictions in place, we will not hold 
our annual Halloween Trick-or-Treat event in 
Downtown Tracy. Unfortunately, we are unable 
to ensure everyone and their families will be 
able to socially distance safely and properly.

“We hope to contribute in slowing the 

spread of the virus and will organize events 
when we feel it can be done safely.”

In the past the trick-or-treating and cos-
tume march has attracted hundreds of chil-
dren and adults and packed the route along 
10th Street to Central Avenue, ending at the 
Sixth Street traffic circle.

By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

Since the start of the school year Mike 
Helton has been teaching Delta Charter 
High School students about the basics of 
emergency services.

So far he has about 100 students in his 
classes, including courses in introducto-
ry fire science and emergency medical 
response. On Tuesday he acquired another 
teaching tool: a fully equipped fire engine, 

ready to get back in service.

“This is amazing. The kids are going to 

love this,” Helton said after taking delivery 

of the 1987 Van Pelt fire engine. “It’s com-

pletely operational so that’s nice too. It will 

be able to pump water, we’re going to show 

them how to run the panels. It’s going to be 

amazing for the kids to get a working fire 

engine they can get their hands on.”

By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

Students in Tracy Unified School 

District can go back to class for the last 

six weeks of the semester, effectively 

ending a COVID-19 quarantine that has 

been in place since March.

On a 4-3 vote on Tuesday, the TUSD 

board of education determined that the 

importance of get-

ting kids back into 

the classroom out-

weighs the risk of 

COVID-19 spreading 

in schools, especially 

now that state and 

county health offi-

cials have relaxed 

their restrictions on what businesses and 

public venues can and cannot open safely.

Trustees Jeremy Silcox, Ameni 

Alexander, Jill Costa and Lori Souza voted 

in favor of reopening classrooms on Nov. 2 

under a hybrid model, which would have 

kids in the classroom two days a week and 

continuing with distance learning three 

days a week, with the option of the dis-

trict’s Independent Study Charter School 

for those families who aren’t ready to send 

their kids back to class.
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DELIVERY: Mark Hathaway, right, a San Jose firefighter who collects fire engines, explains the control 

panel of a 1987 Van Pelt fire engine to Mike Helton, Delta Charter High School’s fire science and emergency 

medical response teacher, on Tuesday after Hathaway sold the apparatus to the high school.

DCHS set to study f ire science

Changes in store to make Halloween COVID-safe
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