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By Glenn Moore

Tracy Press

A year ago, West High 
School junior Nathan 
Campbell organized a walk 
at his school in memory of 
his uncle who had killed him-
self. He hoped to get people 
of all ages to talk openly 
about their feelings and to 
prevent others from expe-
riencing the pain his family 
had gone through. He hoped 
to make it an annual event. 

He had no way to know 
how it would hit home with 
his classmates this winter.

On Jan. 27, another stu-
dent at West High, Brandon 
Persiani, took his own life. 
He was 16 years old.

“It just shocked our cam-
pus. Even our teachers were 
emotional about it,” said 
Campbell, now a senior. 
“This is why, for me, the 
walk I started last year, it’s 
personal and genuine. I real-
ly want people on our cam-
pus, if they have issues or 
they need to talk, they know 
what our resources are.”

Campbell said he and 
Persiani were in the same 
third-period physical educa-
tion class and they had spo-
ken a couple of times and 
were cordial. No one expect-
ed his death, and the days 
after were hard for the close-
knit school community.

“Honestly, how everyone 
felt afterwards was just to 
appreciate everyone while 
you have them,” Campbell 
said. “I think that’s how 

ADVANCED PLANNING

 

Awareness 
walk gains 
meaning 
after death

Show features 270 
works by area artists

WALK, continued on page 3

By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

The Mountain House 

Community Services District 

took a step toward becoming 

the city of Mountain House on 

Wednesday when the board 

authorized a study on the costs 
and benefits of incorporation.

General Manager Steven 
Pinkerton noted that the pro-
cess, which would make 
Mountain House the 483rd city 
in the state of California, dates 
back to 2015. Since then, the 

CSD has meetings and commis-
sioned reports to gauge the fea-
sibility of incorporation.

On Wednesday, the board 
agreed to hire Berkson 
Associates of San Anselmo at a

Mountain House studies cost of cityhood

MOUNTAIN HOUSE, continued on page 5
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MANY KINDS OF ART: Ann Langley tells first grade students from Villalovoz Elementary School about 3D artwork on 

display at the Tracy Community Center on Tuesday during a school tour of the Tracy Art League’s “Expressions!” art show. 

Press staff report

The Tracy Art League will open the doors of the 

Tracy Community Center and welcome the public 

to its 2020 “Expressions!” art show Saturday.

The juried show includes 270 works of art in six 

categories: glass, graphics and mixed media, oil 

and acrylics, pastel and drawing, sculpture and 3D 

art, and photography.

They were selected for display by painter 

Lucinda Kasser, professor emeritus at University 

of the Pacific in Stockton, out of 340 entries. 

David Casterson’s oil painting “Into the Mystic” 

is Best of Show.

A smaller group of entries was chosen for the 
“Expressions! Selections” exhibit April 6-May 16 
at the Grand Theatre Center for the Arts.

Nearly 3,000 Tracy Unified School District stu-
dents will get a look at the art collection during 
private tours of the art show on school days 
through Feb. 21. Donations help fund the docent-
led school tours.

A reception for the “Expressions!” artists will 
be held tonight. 

The show will be open to everyone Saturday 
and Sunday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., and Monday through 
Friday, 4-7 p.m., at the community center, 950 
East St. Entry is free.

For art’s sake

D-10 CHOICES

CHAMPIONS

A LOOK BACK

Five candidates explain 
why they’re the best 
choice to represent 
Tracy in Congress.

The Tracy High girls and 
boys soccer teams are 
the top teams in the  
Tri-City Athletic League.

A news clipping from 
1939 provides some 
local perspective for 
Black History Month.
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A group of Tracy High 
alumni aims to smooth 
the transition from  
high school to college.
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