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PACK ATTACK

Wolf Pack hunt down 
Millennium Falcons for 
third straight win.
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WORLD TOUR

Delta Charter  
celebrates diversity  
at Multicultural Day.
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ADVANCED PLANNING

By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

Months after they received approval 
for their city use permits and their state 
licenses to open cannabis dispensaries 
in Tracy, retailers who hoped to be in 
business by now are still on hold while 
the city considers finalizing the details 
of the permits that would allow them to 
start selling their products.

During the March 7 meeting some 
of the business people told the Tracy 
City Council about money they’ve spent 
-- into the hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars – and the time they’ve waited – as 
long as 9 months since their state per-
mits were issued. In the meantime they 
continue waiting for their city permits 
with no explanation or response on why 
the city has delayed the process.

They spoke to the council during the 
public comment portion of the meeting, 
where speakers are each given 2 or 3 
minutes to address the council, but the 
council cannot discuss the issue and 
can only refer the matter to city staff 
for followup.

Michaela Toscas, owner of Inspire 
Positive LLC/Higher Elevation, which 
gained its state permit last May and city 
use permit to operate a non-storefront 
delivery operation in January, said that 
as of Wednesday she still hadn’t heard 
back from City Attorney Bijal Patel, who 
is reviewing the company’s community 
benefits plan. Toscas was still hopeful 
that the Tracy City Council would put 
the matter on next week’s agenda so 
that the council could ask city staff for 
answers.

Until then she is on hold, and unsure if 
or when the city will allow her business 
to open.

“We’re not being given any timeline 
on when we can open and we’re not 
being given any direction on what we 
should do,” she said.

By the end of 2020 the city had 

By Glenn Moore

Tracy Press

Tracy Unified School 
District announced new 
principals for Tracy Charter 
and West High schools to 
begin at the start of the next 
school year.

Annabelle Lee, current 
principal at West High, will 
move to Tracy Charter School 
while Gary Henderson, an 
assistant principal at Tracy 
High School will take the 
reins at West High.

Lee started her career in 
TUSD in 2017 as assistant 
principal of Kelly School and 
moved to West High as an 
assistant principal in 2019.

She was named prin-
cipal in 2021 when Zach 
Boswell was selected and 
Director of Curriculum and 
Accountability at the TUSD 
district office and principal of 
Tracy Charter school.

Henderson began his TUSD 
career in 1996 when he was 
hired as an English teacher, 
becoming English Department 
Chair in 2006. In his 27 year 
career at Tracy High he has 
been a coach, Athletic Director 
and assistant principal.

Lee said she wanted to make 
the change to her new job as 
the district saw an increasing 
enrollment at the online-based 
Charter School, making it nec-
essary to hire a full-time prin-
cipal there.

“I think that is my strong 

point: technology. I am very 
techy, I love technology and 
incorporating it into class-
rooms and so forth,” Lee said. 
“It’s a tech based online school 
and I’ve had K-12 experience 
so I am super excited because 
I’ve been at all levels. I kind of 
requested it, and said, ‘If you 
don’t have anyone in mind I’d 
love to be there.’”

She said she is still coming 
up to speed on the Charter 
School, saying students work 
from home on different activ-
ities, with projects based on 
the Edgenuity program, with 
different labs done all online. 
Students come in once a 
week for an hour to meet 
with a teacher to go over 
their progress.

Currently Tracy Charter 
School has 375 students 
enrolled.

LEE HENDERSON
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Etching effort aims  
to reduce catalytic  
converter theft.
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Local cannabis 
retailers face 
continued delays
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New principals for Tracy Charter, West High
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RISING: The San Joaquin River reached 28 feet as of Thursday morning at the Durham Ferry Road/Airport 

Way bridge and is expected to reach flood stage, 29 feet, Friday afternoon. County officials declared a state 

of emergency this week in anticipation of flood-related dangers. More information and weather-related 

photos are on pages 4 and 5, and the weather forecast for the next week and rainfall statistics are on page 6.

RIVER APPROACHES FLOOD STAGE


