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A protest against the certifi-
cation of the U.S. presidential 
election results quickly turned 
violent Wednesday morning 
as a mob of Trump support-
ers stormed the U.S. Capitol 
during a joint session between 
Congress and the Senate in 
Washington D.C.

The Capitol went into official 
lockdown once rioters reached 
the legislative chambers where 
certification was taking place. 
House Representatives and 
senators were escorted to a 
secure location until they could 
reconvene in chambers later 
that evening. 

The riots prompted the 
deployment of outside law 
enforcement, including the 
Virginia National Guard, in 
order to maintain order in the 
area. Fifty-two arrests were 
made and at least four people 
were reported dead from the 
events that took place, including 
a San Diego woman that was 

fatally shot. Law enforcement 

also found at least one pipe 

bomb on Capitol grounds. 

Central Valley representatives 

Josh Harder (CA-10) and Jerry 

McNerney (CA-9) sent out social 

media statements during the 

chaos to assure their constituents 

that they were out of harm’s way. 

“Violence has no place in our 

democracy. I wanted to let you 

all know I am sheltering and safe. 

Thank you to all the Capitol Police 

officers defending my colleagues 

and our Capitol,” Harder posted.
Harder also shared a photo 

of one of the damaged windows 
caused from the riots and a 
video later that evening and 
said he would not be intimidat-
ed from “continuing the work of 
our democracy” by the incident.

“Tonight we vote to finish 
this election season. There’s 
broken glass on the floor and 
rioters outside — but tonight 
this is finally over,” he posted.

The riots took place right after 
a rally that was held by President 
Donald Trump the same morn-
ing. According to video footage, 
Trump reiterated the rhetoric 
that the election was stolen by the 
Democratic Party and encour-
aged his supporters to “walk 
down to the Capitol.” 

Videos and photos of rioters 
vandalizing the Capitol Building, 
taking selfies in the chambers 
and squatting in House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi’s office circulated 
around the internet. 
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RIOTS ON CAPITOL HILL
Trump supporters raid U.S. Capitol building to stop electoral votes certif ication

Alex Gakos via Shutterstock

TRUMP LOYALISTS: Pro-Trump supporters storm the U.S. Capitol following a rally 

with President Donald Trump on Jan. 6, 2021 in Washington, DC.
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COVID-19 vaccinations continue 
as ICU hospitalizations increase
Press staff report

Nearly 20,000 doses of COVID-19 vac-
cine have been delivered to San Joaquin 
County as COVID-19 hospitalizations 
and intensive care unit admissions have 
risen statewide over the past two weeks.

Dr. Maggie Park, San Joaquin County 
public health officer, told the San 
Joaquin County Board of Supervisors 
on Tuesday that the state had delivered 
19,450 doses of Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines.

Over 8,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccine 
and 1,600 of the Moderna vaccine have 
been given to health care workers and 
long-term care facilities. The county has 
approved hospitals, county clinics and 

community medical centers to officially 

administer vaccines. 

Park encouraged physicians and other 

health care providers to apply with the 

state to become official “vaccinators.” 

That way, as vaccines are delivered in 

mass quantities there will be an ade-

quate number of professionals to admin-

ister the vaccine to the public in the 

shortest amount of time.

Tom Patti, chair of the Board of 

Supervisors, wanted people to plan for 

the vaccine arrival.

“We need to do everything in our 

power to work together, mobilize assets 
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Local paramedics sent 
to Southern CA hospital
By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

A crew of Tracy paramedics has been deployed to 
Southern California to help staff a hospital that has 
been overwhelmed by COVID-19 patients.

South San Joaquin County Fire Authority Division 
Chief David Bramell said that the four paramedics 
will join the staff at Loma Linda University Medical 
Center in Murrieta, Riverside County, for two weeks. 
It’s a 112-bed hospital, one of six in the Loma Linda 
University system and one of 17 in Riverside County, 
where 1,166 people are hospitalized for COVID-19, 
including 343 in intensive care.
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