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FINISH

Red hot shooting night 
from Hillsdale ends 
Jags’ state run.
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COMING SOON

County planners OK 
second fire station for 
Mountain House.
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ADVANCED PLANNING

CLOCK CHECK

Don’t forget to set 
your clocks forward 
Saturday night for 
Daylight Saving Time

By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

The final step needed to close Hansen 
Road to through traffic gained the Tracy 
City Council’s unanimous approval on 
Tuesday, allowing for an 18-month clo-
sure of the overpass where Hansen 
Road crosses Interstate 205.

The council’s resolution follows 2 
years of hearings and resolutions in 
response to concerns from neighbors 
who had become increasingly frustrat-
ed with traffic speeding through the 
Santos Ranch and Los Ranchos Estates 
area, with Hansen and Von Sosten roads 
becoming popular routes for speeding 
commuters trying to avoid traffic on 
Interstate 205 and truck traffic coming 
up from the Prologis International Park 
of Commerce, formerly known as the 
Cordes Ranch development.

First Hansen Road was set up as a 
northbound one-way street between Von 
Sosten Road and the I-205 overpass in 
January 2022. The San Joaquin County 
Board of Supervisors then approved full 
closure of the road in November.

It couldn’t be completely closed until 
the city agreed to shut down the road-
way within city limits on the south side 
of I-205 in order to prevent the possi-
bility of drivers trying to navigate the 
overpass only to find the roadway closed 
on the north/county side.

City Senior Civil Engineer Anju Pillai 
reported that a county traffic study sup-
ported the temporary closure of about 
400 yards of roadway along Hansen 
Road, including the overpass at I-205. 
She said that South San Joaquin County 
Fire Authority, which has a station at 
Hansen and Schulte roads, requested a 
provision that would allow fire trucks to 
pass through.

Pillai added that the city, county and 

By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

When Gabriela Rodriguez Machuca and 
Johnny Machuca bought a small downtown 
commercial parcel on Ninth Street their 
business plan was simple but innovative.

They would take a successful food truck 
business and then give themselves a place 
where they could park that truck, set up a 
few tables on a patio, and create a hybrid 
dining option for downtown: They serve 
burgers and fries to go just like they would 
at any event where they bring Machuca’s 

Kitchen, their mobile operation, and they 
give customers the option of dining on 
site, just like they did when they operated 
Johnny’s Diner. They also maintain the flexi-
bility to do catering and serve food at events 
around town or out of town.

Now it turns out that the city’s rules that 
apply to food trucks will put them in vio-
lation of the Tracy Municipal Code by the 
end of next week, with no recourse short of 
shutting down their Ninth Street operation, 
that would bring them into compliance.

Press staff report

Another round of storms 
arrived this week in California, 
and the National Weather 
Service expects the rain to 
fall through at least Monday 
night, possibly continuing into 
Wednesday.

The NWS Sacramento 
office reported that heavy rain 
and winds arriving Thursday 
night would continue through 

Friday. More rain is expect-
ed through the weekend 
with heavy rain forecast for 
Saturday night.

The San Joaquin County 
Office of Emergency Services 
expects that anywhere from 
1 to 3 inches of rain could fall 
on the valley by Sunday morn-
ing, and warns that roadways 
and small streams are likely 
to flood.

The U.S. Geological Survey 
reported that the river level 
gauge on the San Joaquin 
River at Vernalis, where 
Airport/Durham Ferry road 
crosses the river, was as low as 
12 feet on Feb. 24, but has been 
on the rise ever since, reach-
ing 20 feet as of Thursday 
morning.

Bob Brownne/Tracy Press

CHOICE LOCATION: Johnny Machuca chats with customers on the patio on Ninth Street where his food 

truck operates. Pending expiration of city permits means he and his wife, Gabriela Rodriguez Machuca, will 

have few options to keep the Ninth Street location active.

Storms to continue through weekend

STORMS, continued on page 5

Food truck faces permit dilemma

FOOD TRUCK, continued on page 3

Council agrees 
to closure of 
Hansen Road 
overcrossing

HANSEN, continued on page 4


