
NOT WHAT IT SEEMS

TOURNAMENT RELOCATION

NO ONE BETTER

People purporting to raise money for 
a local club are perpetrating a scam 
on the community. 

The Tracy Golf and Country Club says a recent  
decision by the Chamber of Commerce could hurt 
the local institution.

A West High product bests all  
challengers to take a national  
wrestling title.
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By Michael Ellis Langley

Tracy Press

Jenny Haruyama is not 
new to Tracy, and as the 
newly hired city man-
ager, she wants to focus 
on making sure the city 
is financially ready for  
the future.

The City Council unan-
imously voted to hire 
Haruyama at the regular 
meeting Tuesday. She is 
leaving her post as the 
city manager of Scotts 
Valley in Santa Cruz 
County and will take over 

here May 1.
“Tracy is really poised 

for economic growth, 
which, of course, brings 
opportunity like making 
shopping more experi-

ential to taking advan-
tage of what I think is 
Tracy’s greatest asset, 
land, which is something 
Silicon Valley doesn’t 
have,” she said in an 
interview this week.

But Haruyama, who 
was the city’s adminis-
trative services director 
until 2015, when she left 
to become assistant city 
manager in Livermore, 
isn’t holding any illusions 
about Tracy’s future.

“We are not going to be 
the next Silicon Valley,” 
she said firmly. “We don’t 

have the tech workers 
here. But what we do 
have is we have a small 
amount of tech workers 
here that could lend itself 
to focus on things like 
startups. We’re much 
more poised for things 
like that.”

She also believes the 
local workforce can be an 
asset for the city, under 
the right circumstances.

“We know we’re going 
to get the manufacturing 
and we know we’re going

City manager to focus on finances

Speakers 
emphasize  
new job 
growth
By Sam Matthews
Tracy Press

Four new industries with a total of 
1,120 jobs are coming on line in Tracy, 
showing continued progress in creating 
new employment centers, Mayor Robert 
Rickman reported Tuesday morning in 
his State of the City message. 

The job creation element of Tracy’s 
economy, which has the lowest unem-
ployment rate in the county at 4.2 
percent, was one of the major thrusts 
of Rickman’s illustrated talk before a 
packed house at the Grand Theatre.

The firms that Rickman pinpointed  
included Katerra with the potential of 
550 jobs, Lindt-Ghirardelli with 350, 
Zinus Furniture with 120-170, and 
ThermoFisher Scientific with 100  
or more.

Katerra, which manufactures pre-
fabricated building components used 
by construction firms, will be up and 
running this summer, reported Mark 
Evans, factory general manager, at 
Tuesday’s program.

“When we reach full ramp-up, we will 
have 550 skilled, good-paying jobs with 
benefits in manufacturing and associat-
ed with supporting operations,” he said.

Rural school embraces ag heritage
By Michael Ellis Langley

Tracy Press

The administrators of the 

Banta Elementary School 

District say they are very 

happy about the first Ag Day 

at their rural campus and 

want agriculture to be more 

than an annual event. They 

want to make it a centerpiece 

of a Banta School education.
“It is going to be the focus. It 

is our focus,” Superintendent 
Daniel Moore said as he 
watched students interact with 
farm equipment and animals 
during the two-hour session 
Tuesday. “The school is looking 
at its heritage, which is based 
on agriculture. So we’re kind of 
going back to our roots.”

Banta is east of Tracy along 
Grant Line Road and is still 
surrounded by orchards and 
fields dedicated to farming 
and ranching. Ag Day was 
organized by school parent 
Rosie Silva, who attended the 
K-8 school herself and wanted 
to provide the 323 enrolled

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

HANDS-ON LEARNING: During Banta School’s first Ag Day on Tuesday, students get to touch and learn about goats brought by Kayla Rocha and 

Denise Pombo from 4-H. Banta administrators hope to develop a school farm and emphasize agriculture at the rural K-8 school.

BANTA, continued on page 9

MANAGER, continued on page 3
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HARUYAMA

STATE OF THE CITY

“We could feed the 
world just through 
California. So why 
not have our kids 
focus on that?”

— Daniel Moore  
Superintendent, Banta 

Elementary School District


