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West alum gets in 
another year of  
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with NFL in sights.
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ADVANCED PLANNING

By Bob Brownne
Tracy Press

The building that has stood at 714 Central 
Avenue for more than 100 years, most recent-
ly known as the Great Plate Bar and Grill, 
came down this week following a long legal 
battle that had the city of Tracy and the build-
ing owners in disagreement over when or if 
the building could be restored.

On Tuesday a crew from Unlimited 
Environmental Inc. of Long Beach brought in 
an excavator and took out a wooden wall on 
the south side of the structure. On Wednesday 
the crew picked up the pace of the demolition 
work, and by mid-afternoon the structure 
had been turned into a pile of bricks, broken 
concrete and splintered wood.

The city has given Unlimited Environmental 
a deadline of Aug. 12 to complete the job, and 
project manager Tate Tinsley said by that 
time the debris will all be removed and the lot 
backfilled and leveled off.

“We’re thinking that by mid-next-week 
we’ll have the bulk of the brick and the 
concrete out and the debris will mostly be 
gone, and then we’ll start bringing in dirt,” he 
said. Most of the debris will go to Fink Road 
Landfill near Crows Landing, and the bricks 
and concrete will go to K&D Enterprises Inc. 
in Ceres for recycling.

During the demolition people dropped by 

to take photos and talk about the build-
ing’s place in the history, culture and lore of 
Tracy’s downtown. Built in November 1921, 
many folks remember it as the railroad union 
hall. Later it housed various restaurants. The 
Great Plate Bar and Grill occupied the build-
ing from 1998 until the city closed the build-
ing down for code violations in March 2016. 

Branden McAllister, whose family has lived 
in town since the 1940s, watched the demo-
lition on Tuesday and Wednesday, chatting 
with other folks as they recalled memories of 
the downtown over the past 40 years.

He recalled how the building included dif-
ferent restaurants, including the Great Plate 
where he spent a lot of time and had worked 
for a couple of months.

“I miss doing the volunteer Thanksgiving 
dinners. That was fun. Those were the days. 
I enjoyed it too. Sadly it’s going down. Bigger, 
better new things, hopefully.”

Brothers Brandon and Shawn Perry 
opened the Great Plate in 1998 and turned 
it into a popular restaurant and nightclub. 
They sold the business in 2012 but kept the 
building. Since 2016 they and business part-
ner Brad Albom, through BBS Adventures, 
LLC, have been in conflict with the city over 
the condition of the building.

By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

A county road that runs through a 
semi-rural neighborhood into Tracy’s 
western industrial area will soon close 
to through traffic, shutting down what 
has become an alternate route for truck 
drivers and commuters trying to avoid 
Interstate 205 backups.

On Tuesday the San Joaquin County 
Board of Supervisors unanimously 
approved the closure of Hansen Road 
at the I-205 overpass, effectively making 
it a dead-end street for people trying to 
travel south through the Santos Ranch 
and Lammersville neighborhoods, and for 
anyone trying to drive north from the 
Prologis International Park of Commerce.

After a discussion of more than 2 hours 
on Tuesday, Fifth District Supervisor 
Robert Rickman, who represents south-
western San Joaquin County, including 
Tracy and Mountain House, proposed 
closing Hansen Road at the overpass on 
an 18-month trial basis, and gained full 
support from the board.

The closure will require another public 
hearing and passage of an ordinance to 
confirm that the county has done the 
proper studies to justify the road closure. 
The county must also gain a recom-
mendation from the California Highway 
Patrol and San Joaquin County Sheriff’s 
Department before it can close the road.

The closure is what residents of the 
area have been calling for since at least 
early 2021, when county officials went to 
the neighborhood to meet with frustrat-
ed residents who described the effect 
that truck and commuter traffic has had 
on the once-quiet neighborhood.

Hansen Road runs through the mid-
dle of the Santos Ranch neighborhood, 
with Lammersville School at the corner 
of Hansen and Von Sosten roads. In 
response to resident complaints, the 
road was established as a one-way road 
across the overpass in January. 

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

DEMOLISHED: The front wall collapses onto the North Central Avenue sidewalk as a crew from Unlimited 

Environmental Inc. demolishes the former Great Plate building on Wednesday morning.

Historic building leveled after court battle
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road closure
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