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Is Spring coming soon?

By Patrick Dwire
At the last Scotts Valley City Council 

meeting on Jan. 23, council members 
discussed at length one of their most 
important goals for the new year — 
engaging and informing  the community 
about the city’s dire fiscal outlook, and 
what needs to done to avoid a “fiscal 
cliff” that is clearly on the horizon.  

According to fiscal projections, the 
city is facing a “fiscal emergency” in 
the next few years if a current half cent 
sales tax is not extended, or hopefully 
increased to three-quarter cent sales 
tax.  

Extending or increasing the current 
.5 cent sales tax approved by Scotts 
Valley voters in 2013 for a limited period 
of eight years will require similar voter 
approval by at least 50 percent of Scotts 
Valley voters. This proposed ballot mea-
sure was discussed by the city council 

for either the primary ballot in March, 
or General Election ballot in November 
2020.  

Council members discussed how to 
begin “engaging and educating” Scotts 
Valley residents about this pending fis-
cal emergency, and how best to reach 
out and inform the community about 
the necessity for the proposed bal-
lot measure.  According to a Fiscal 
Sustainability Plan adopted by the coun-
cil last spring, despite the city’s best 
efforts to cut costs, approval of such 
a ballot measure is necessary avoid a 
“fiscal cliff” of projected budget deficits.  

Former mayor Jim Reed called for 
a public outreach campaign modelled 
after the Scotts Valley School District’s 
campaign for Measure A, which suc-
cessfully achieved 70.69 percent voter 
approval in November for a parcel tax 
to help fund schools. Reed explained the 

Scotts Valley City Council takes  
hard look at “fiscal cliff”
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By Patrick Dwire
Last Friday, marked the second payday that about 500 

Transportation Security Administration (TSA) agents at the San 
Jose International Airport did not receive a paycheck.  

A few hours after the continuing resolution to re-open the 
government was signed by President Trump last Friday, James 
Mudrock, President of Local 1230 of the American Federation of 
Government Employees that represents TSA workers at San Jose 
International Airport, was clear about two things: 

“We’re tired of being used as hostages. Using essential govern-
ment workers like TSA agents and air traffic controllers as bar-
gaining chips is reprehensible,” and secondly, “We’re very gratified 

and grateful for the outpouring of support we received from pas-
sengers and the community during the shutdown,” Mudrock said.  

“We’ve never seen this sort of community support before. We’ve 
never really had passengers see us as who we are, as mothers and 
fathers with bills to pay, who come to work day after day to insure 
their safety. The community support was wonderful, and we sure 
hope it continues-and we sure don’t want to be in this situation 
again after three weeks,” Mudrock said. 

Particular concern about the safety of airport traffic and suf-
ficient TSA agents and air traffic controllers apparently had a 
role in the president’s decision to relent on his demands before 
re-opening  the government.  LaGuardia Airport in New York and 

TSA workers grateful for community support
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55 Grandview Ave, Felton 

Quality Mt Hermon home with an attached 2nd unit. 

Peaceful and quiet, yet centrally located. 

Open living room, kitchen and dining areas. 

4BR/3.5BA, 2,851 sqft, 2-car garage.

www.55grandview.com

1202 Roberts Road, Ben Lomond 

Brand new construction multi-level home on a redwood studded 

2 acre lot. Soaked in symmetry, vaulted ceiling, gorgeous kitchen. 

Large sun deck. 4BR/3BA, 3-car garage and a large circular 

driveway.

www.1202robertsrd.com
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