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By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

The changing face of 
education has prompt-
ed Tracy Unified School 
District to find a new way 
of reaching its students.

The district’s answer is 
Tracy Independent Study 
Charter School, a most-
ly online and multimedia 
program that is already 
in demand even though 
the actual start of the pro-
gram is two months away.

The TUSD Board of 
Education approved the 
program in December 
2019 after a group of 
administrators in the 
district office wrote up a 
charter for the new school 
last fall. Rob Pecot, who 
was the district’s director 
of student services and 
curriculum at the time, 
and is now the associate 
superintendent for busi-
ness services, said that 
he and a group of seven 
other educators creat-
ed the charter school in 
response to students in 
search of alternatives to 
the comprehensive mid-
dle school and high school 
experience.

“We want those stu-
dents to stay in the dis-
trict. It helps all of our 
students and helps the 
long-term wellbeing of our 
school district,” Pecot said. 
“We realize that times are 
changing and students 
and families want some 
alternative options.

“People vote with their 
feet, and we don’t want 
them leaving the district 
because we don’t offer 
certain programs.”

Mary Petty, principal of 
Tracy Independent Study 
Charter School, said that 
after TUSD opened the 
program up for applica-
tions at the start of June, 
the applications from stu-

dents began to pour in. 
The original plan was to 
have 64 students in sev-
enth through 12th grades 
under the guidance of two 
teachers.

“We’re already looking 
at ways we can expand, 
because the interest is 
pretty high,” Petty said.

Families can find a link 
to the application on the 
TUSD home page, www.
tracy.k12.ca.us.

Julianna Stocking, one 
of the creators of the 
charter and now the dis-
trict’s associate superin-
tendent for educational 
services, said that the 
district will review appli-

cations every week until 
the end of June, when the 
application process clos-
es, to decide whether the 
staffing needs should be 
increased in response to 
student demand.

“We are very open to 
revisiting, increasing, that 
number of staff to be able 
to support enrollment,” 
Stocking said. “In addi-
tion to that, we’ve gotten 
a lot of interest in the pri-
mary grades, which is not 
reflected in the current 
charter.”

The new charter school 
will begin classes on Aug. 
11, the same day as other 
Tracy Unified schools. 

Aside from weekly one-
on-one meetings between 
students and teachers, 
the entire program is 
designed to be entirely 
remote. Using Edgenuity, 
an online platform that 
offers 300 classes for 
grades 6 to 12, the char-
ter school already has its 
curriculum set up for the 
first students.

She noted that 
Edgenuity offers all 
state-approved core cur-
riculum, including cours-
es needed for admis-
sion to University of 
California and California 
State University, plus 
Advanced Placement 
and International 
Baccalaureate courses. 
It also offers electives 
and physical education 
courses.

“We also have students 
that want to accelerate 
and move quite quickly, 

and that also gives them 
the option because it is 
self-guided and online 
virtual curriculum,” 
Stocking said.

Petty noted that the 
district had yet to hire 
teachers for the charter 
school, but one thing that 
COVID-19 and the last 
two months of the 2019-
20 school year taught the 
district was that plenty 
of teachers were ready 
to embrace online and 
remote learning.

“So far, in our distance 
learning model, many of 
them have been able to 
be flexible and transform 
into providing support in 
this online environment 
as well. Just like students 
have a preference of how 
they like to learn, I think 
you will find that some 
teachers will excel in this 
area and some may not 
like it at all,” she said. 
“It would definitely need 
to be a teacher who was 
on board with technolo-
gy and also being flex-
ible in dedicating what 
the students’ needs are, 
instead of doing one style 
of instruction for all.”

Petty added that 
Edgenuity specializes in 
multimedia platforms, so 
classes can be built on 
more than just lectures 
and homework.

“They offer e-books 
and different websites to 
go back and research and 
study. There are online 
video options. I just 
think that’s the way of 
our young people today: 
They prefer having lots 
of different multimedia 
options, and that’s one 
of the interesting things 

that Edgenuity is offer-
ing,” she said.

“A lot of kids don’t get 
information the first or 
second time. They have 
to look at it differently 
through multiple lenses.”

Pecot added that while 
the format for the first 
year of the program is 
mostly set, he hopes the 
district can find teach-
ers whose experience 
and creativity can bring 
new ideas and teach-
ing styles to the charter 
school. That’s something 
he learned to value when 
schools shifted to remote 
learning over the last two 
months of the 2019-20 
school year.

“I know that the teach-
ers in Tracy were more 
than willing to step up 
to the challenges, and I 
think that would happen 
at this charter school as 
well,” he said. “I definite-
ly think that year three 
or four will look different 
than year one. We’ll con-
stantly be evolving and 
getting better, and most 
of that will be because of 
the teachers.”
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NEW DIRECTION: Mary Petty, Tracy Unified School District’s director of student services and 

principal of the new Tracy Independent Study Charter School, looks over the course selections on 

the Edgenuity educational platform, which will be at the core of the charter school’s curriculum.

Tracy Independent Study Charter School
n To apply: tracycharter.tracy.k12.ca.us/information/application

n The curriculum: www.edgenuity.com/online-courses

“People vote with their feet, and we don’t 
want them leaving the district because  

we don’t offer certain programs.”
— Rob Pecot 
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238 W. GRANT LINE RD. – TRACY

   9 am ...... Sunday School

 10 am ...... Sunday Morning Worship

   7 pm ...... Thursday Bible Study

Agapé
Baptist Church

Pastor MONTEZ JONES

209-207-9678

NEWLIGHTNEWLIGHT
BAPTIST CHURCHBAPTIST CHURCH

I Will trust in the Lord

NEW LOCATION:

711 W. CARLTON WAY

• School
  8am-9am
• Worship Service
  9:15am

• Newlight Sign
  Ministry
• Newlight Praise
  Worship

I Will trust in the Lord
Proverbs 3:5

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Pastor JAMES PEARSON, SR.

E-mail us: 

nlbc11480@email.com

Support Your Church!

Sunday School ..........9:45 am

Morning Worship ...11:00 am

First Baptist
Church

Pastor: RAY BRASHER

835-4625 or 835-0318
DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE

1935 HOLLY DRIVE

First Baptist
Church
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St. Bernard’s Catholic
Church & School

“A Community of Good Stewards’’

163 W. Eaton Ave.  •  209-835-4560
WEEKDAY MASS:

        Mon.-Fri.   8:00 a.m. - Church
                              5:30 p.m. - Church
        Sat.              8:00 a.m. - Church
WEEKEND MASS:

Sat.   5:00 p.m. (English) - 7:00 p.m. (Spanish)
Sun. 7:00 a.m.  (English)
           8:30 a.m.  (English/Portuguese)
        10:00 a.m.  (English) 
          4:00 p.m.  (English/Filipino)

 8:30 a.m. (Spanish), 11:00 a.m. (English)
 1:00 p.m. (Spanish),   6:00 p.m. (English)

HOLY FAMILY CENTER - SUNDAYS          
 12100 W. Valpico Road

1536 Parker Ave.
209-836-9300

PASTOR REV. LARRY CELESTINE
Come and Experience that Old Time Religion

NNEWEW
BBEGINNINGSEGINNINGS
AAPOSTOLICPOSTOLIC

CHURCHCHURCH
     Sunday Service         11am

     3rd Sunday Free Meals  2pm

     Tuesday Bible Study   7pm

     Wednesday
       Lady Power Hour    11am

     Friday Prayer
        and Fellowship        7pm

 YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL HOUSES OF  WORSHIP . . .


