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Raid targets gangs, guns

Tracy Hills revealed
By Michael Ellis Langley  

and Glenn Moore

Tracy Press

Hundreds of people filled 

the sidewalks and streets of 

Tracy Hills as they toured 

model homes during the 

recent preview of the first 

homes in the long-awaited 

master-planned community 

in south Tracy.

One builder, Meritage 
Homes of Scottsdale, 
Arizona, opened its models 
for the five-hour preview 
March 16. Potential buyers 
peered into closets, exam-
ined kitchen countertops and 
wandered through bedrooms 
as they took a look at the lay-
outs of furnished and unfur-
nished model homes.

“The fact that we were 

able to get Tracy Hills to the 
point where people can look 
at homes and buy homes 
— we’re pretty excited,” 
said John Stanek, principal 
with Integral Communities, 
which developed the land, on 
March 21. “I can tell you that 
I was extremely pleased at 
the response because we did

FIRST

LOOK: 

People 

visit one of 

the Shea 

Homes 

models at 

Tracy Hills 

during an 

open house 

March 16.
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RAID: 

Ruben Mesta  

is led away 

from a home  

on First Street  

during a 

multi-agency 

gang sweep 

T u e s d a y 

m o r n i n g . 

Below, some 

of the 36 

w e a p o n s  

seized during 

a gang inves-

tigation that 

began in 

D e c e m b e r 

were on dis-

play during a 

news confer-

ence Tuesday 

afternoon at 

City Hall.
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TRACY HILLS, continued on page 3

By Michael Ellis Langley

Tracy Press

The quick succession 
of two deafening explo-
sions in a Southside 
neighborhood Tuesday 
morning signaled the 
start of a police raid 
that took guns and five 
alleged gang members 
off the streets.

At 6:59 a.m., four 
armored vehicles carry-
ing SWAT teams from 
Tracy, Manteca, Ceres 
and Pleasanton drove 
quickly south on Central 
Avenue. Armed officers 
rode in the open doors 
of some of the vehicles, 
but there were no lights 
and no sirens — noth-
ing to warn the people 
in three homes on the 
100 block of C Street, the 
first block of West First 
Street and the first block 
of West Third Street 
that officers were about 
to raid their houses.

The caravan turned 
right on West Fourth 
Street and then went 
up C Street, fanning out 
across two city blocks 
before getting on the 
loudspeaker outside the 
house on First Street 
and announcing that 
they were about enter. 
Then they set off two 
flashbang grenades and 
went in.

The events that led 
up to Tuesday began in 
December.

“This case specifically 
started in late 2018 as 
a narcotics sale inves-
tigation involving gang 

members,” interim Chief 
Alex Neicu said at a  
2 p.m. news conference. 
“Following the leads and 
the evidence that we dis-
covered, we were led to 
the discovery that it also 
involved firearms sales. 
Obviously the investiga-
tion became much bigger 
at that point.”

The Tracy Police 
Department has officers 
assigned to specific types 
of crimes, but this time 
the department called in 
some help from the fed-

eral Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives.

“We benefited from the 
units that specialize both 
in narcotics enforcement 
and well as gang intelli-
gence in Tracy, but even 
with that, we’re thank-
ful for the investigative 
assistance and expertise 
provided by the ATF 
agents who made such a 
large investigation possi-
ble,” Neicu said.

GANG RAID, continued on page 4
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