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BLOOM IS OFF THE TREE

Today, Tracy marks a somber  
birthday by helping protect kids.

The Wolf Pack track and field squad takes its talent 
on the road and comes home with hardware.

Pretty blossoms litter the ground, 
and that may be bad for farmers.
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Dangerous 
‘swatting’ 
trend hits 
Tracy PD
By Glenn Moore
Tracy Press

Tracy police officers with rifles at 
the ready surrounded a house on a 
quiet section of Jenni Lane just after 
4:30 p.m. Feb. 28. They took cover 
near trees and cars as someone with 
a loudspeaker tried to get the atten-
tion of anyone inside. A fire engine 
and an ambulance waited about a 
block away.

Minutes earlier, the police had 
received a call from a man who 
claimed to be in the house and said 
he had shot his wife in the head. 

In response to the loudspeaker 
announcements, the residents came 
out of the house and assured the 
police that everything was fine. They, 
and the police department, were the 
victims of a hoax.

“This is not something we can just 
ignore and move on to the next thing. 
It has to stop,” interim Chief Alex 
Neicu said. “This is dangerous to our 
community, and it’s something that 
has to stop.”

The Jenni Lane call and a similar 
one the day before appear to be part 
of a dangerous national trend that is 
sometimes called “swatting” — when 
someone places a false 911 call to 

Family seeks support for transplant

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

WAITING FOR NEW LUNGS: Alyssa Lenart, 28, who has cystic fibrosis, and her 

mother, Renee Lenart, talk about the progress of her disease on Feb. 11.

By Michael Ellis Langley
Tracy Press

There is a sign on the wall before 
you even get to the door of the house 
where Alyssa Lenart lives with her 
parents, warning people not to enter 
if they are sick or have been around 
anyone sick.

“This is the home of a future trans-
plant recipient,” it reads, reducing 
what is coming next to nine words 
that don’t even begin to describe 
what she is facing.

She is a 28-year old woman who 
has spent her life in the grip of cystic 
fibrosis — “a genetic disease basically 
that causes infections which develop

Students on the streets
By Michael Ellis Langley

Tracy Press

There are 130 people sleep-
ing on Tracy streets who 
most in the community have 
no idea exist, and they all 
have one thing in common 
— they are students in Tracy 
Unified School District.

These young residents 
spend nights out in the cold 
and days at one of the dis-
trict’s 19 school sites as the 
Tracy Unified staff tries to 
figure out how to help them.

Molly Long, prevention 
services coordinator with 
TUSD, is the homeless liai-
son. She maintains a count of 
all the kids considered home-
less in one sense or another 
— 516 as of January. They are 

divided into several groups 
defined by the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act of 1987, a piece of federal 
legislation that, among other 
things, provides money to 
school districts to help deal 

with homelessness.

“So under the McKinney-

Vento act, we identify home-

less students through a cou-

ple of different ways: If stu-

dents are doubling up due to 

financial hardship, they are 

considered homeless under 

McKinney-Vento,” Long said 

in an interview Monday, 

referring to children shar-

ing another family’s home. 

“If they’re living in a car, in a

HOAXES, continued on page 8
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TRANSPLANT, continued on page 12

n This is the third in a 2019 series of Tracy 
Press stories on homelessness in the  
community. Read about volunteers trying  
to count the homeless and local law  
enforcement agencies trying to police  
homelessness at www.tracypress.com.

HOMELESS, continued on page 3

Spring forward for daylight saving time!  
Adjust your clocks at 2 a.m. Sunday


