
By Brianna Guillory

Tracy Press

Tracy Unified School District’s 
Board of Education regrouped for a 
special meeting at its offices on Oct. 
20, just a week after meeting and vot-
ing to reopen campuses to students 
using a hybrid model.

The board’s 4-3 vote on Oct. 13 in 
favor of bringing students back Nov. 2 
was met with mixed reactions from the 
public, with further divisiveness added 
because the vote happened before any 
public comment had been heard.

This time the board ensured things 
were done differently and heard 20 
minutes out of a stack of 162 public 
comments before deliberating. Board 
president Brian Pekari read the com-
ments, and noted that an additional 
250 emails were also received. 

Pekari, along with board members 
Ameni Alexander, Jeremy Silcox, Jill 
Costa and Lori Souza met in per-
son while vice president Steve 
Abercrombie, member Simran Kaur, 
Superintendent Brian Stephens and 
other administrative staff attended 
the meeting virtually.

Abercrombie issued an apology to 
the public about the previous faux 
pas before addressing items on the 
agenda.
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Press staff report
Sikh leaders and elected officials gathered 

at Gretchen Talley Park on Oct. 15 to call for 
justice in the killing of Parmjit Singh, who 
was found stabbed to death in the park a 
little over one year ago

Harpreet Sandhu, executive director 
American Sikh Caucus Committee, told the 
group they gathered because a hate crime 
had been committed against Singh. 

“Today we are sad, and again at the site 
where our brother was fallen,” Sandhu said. 
“We are alarmed that this case that went 

in front of the judge — first of all, we know 
that there was a culprit. He was taken into 
custody and produced in front of a judge — 
and we are alarmed that the Judge Michael 
Mulvihill released him on lack of evidence, 
lack of evidence where there was 17 different 
witnesses.”

Singh was killed on Aug. 25, 2019 while 
taking a walk through the park at night. A 
suspect, Anthony Kreiter-Rhoads, was taken 
into custody and charged with Singh’s killing.
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PRESS CONFERENCE: Harpreet Sandhu, executive director American Sikh Caucus Committee, speaks during a 

gathering of Sikh leaders and elected officials at a press conference on Oct. 15 at Gretchen Talley Park.

Sikh leaders, elected officials 
renew call for investigation

TUSD board 
votes again, 
schools to 
reopen Jan. 4

Ruling could force city to take back control of aquatics center
By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

A recent court ruling against the city of Tracy 

and Surland Communities, LLC, will force the 

city to reconsider how it proceeds on the pro-

posed aquatics center in the Ellis development.

San Joaquin County Superior Court Judge 
George Abdallah ruled in February that a 
May 2018 amendment to the 2013 devel-
opment agreement between the city and 
Surland was invalid.

As of August the city was prepared to move 
forward on the project, with the city putting 

up most of the expected $65 million cost. 
While the city was putting up most of the 

cost, one of the provisions of the amendment 
was that Surland would take the lead on design 
and construction of the aquatics center.

LAWSUIT, continued on page 10


