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Just an hour before 
Tracy’s City Council 
meeting, a mass of small 
business owners and 
supporters gathered for 
the Fight for Freedom 
at the Fountain protest 
in front of City Hall on 
Tuesday. 

Amid the damp air and 
bouts of light sprinkles, 
residents were called 
upon in the night to 
respond to the new state 
restrictions on business-
es that were told to shut 
down once again after 
San Joaquin County, 

along with most other 
counties in California, 
moved back to the “wide-
spread” purple tier based 
on Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 
Blueprint for a Safer 
Economy.

Coordinated by 
Heather Smiddy, owner 
of the downtown restau-
rant Chapter 2, demon-
strators had one purpose 
for gathering: to demand 
change and support from 
their public administra-
tion and urge the City 
of Tracy to declare the 
town a “sanctuary city” 
for business operations.
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County rolls back to ‘widespread’ purple tier

Rickman ahead 
of Ransom in 
supervisor race

Business owners fight 
for freedom at City Hall
FREEDOM FIGHT: About 

50 people gathered to rally 

for businesses and church-

es to be allowed to remain 

open during the COVID-19 

pandemic at a Fight for 

Freedom at the Fountain 

protest Tuesday evening in 

front of Tracy City Hall.

A petition to declare Tracy 

as a “sanctuary city” circu-

lated and will be presented 

to Tracy city council at its 

next meeting on Dec. 1.
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THE STRUGGLE: Heather Smiddy talks about 

the problems businesses face in the purple tier 

restrictions during the Fight for Freedom at the 

Fountain protest Tuesday at Tracy City Hall. PROTEST, continued on page 4

Press staff report

The latest vote count from the 
San Joaquin County Registrar of 
Voters shows that Tracy Mayor 
Robert Rickman has pulled ahead of 
Councilwoman Rhodesia Ransom in 
the contest for San Joaquin County 
Fifth District Supervisor.

As of the latest count on Wednesday 
night Rickman had 32,462 votes 

(50.4%), 520 more 
than Ransom, who 
totaled 31,942 votes 
(49.6%).

That’s with a voter 
turnout of 78.96% in 
the district. The county 
elections office report-
ed that 68,515 out of 
86,775 registered vot-
ers in the district had 

cast ballots, leaving more than 4,100 
votes still to be counted. The elections 
office has set a deadline of Friday, Nov. 
20, for all ballots to be received, with all 
mail-in ballots postmarked by Nov. 3 to 
be counted.

Ransom had the lead on Nov. 4, the 
day after Election Day, with 17,554 votes 
(52.83%), 1,793 more than Rickman, who 
had 15,761 votes (47.17%).
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Press staff report

San Joaquin County rolled 

back to the most restrictive 

“widespread” purple tier as 

COVID-19 infection rates nearly 

doubled in the county in one 

week.

On Monday Gov. Gavin 

Newsom announced San Joaquin 

County was one of 28 counties 

that moved from the “substan-

tial” red tier backwards into the 

more restrictive level.
There are now 41 counties with 

94.1% of the California’s popula-
tion in the most restrictive tier. 

San Joaquin County reported a 
rate of 15.2 new COVID-19 cases 
per day per 100,000 people on 
Monday. Last Tuesday the coun-
ty reported a rate of 7.7 cases 
per 100,000 people. The purple 
tier is assigned for counties with 
an infection rate of more than 7 
cases per 100,000 people.

The county will stay in the pur-
ple tier for a minimum of three 
weeks before being able to move 
to a less restrictive tier and must 
meet the criteria for the next less 
restrictive tier for two consecu-
tive weeks prior to moving.

Newsom said the move back 
to purple is needed to check the 
increasing spread of COVID-19 
across the state and country.

“We are sounding the alarm. 
California is experiencing the 

fastest increase in cases we have 
seen yet –faster than what we 
experienced at the outset of the 
pandemic or even this summer. 
The spread of COVID-19, if left 
unchecked, could quickly over-
whelm our health care system and 
lead to catastrophic outcomes,” 
Newsom said. “That is why we are 
pulling an emergency brake in the 
Blueprint for a Safer Economy. 
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