
By Michael Ellis Langley

Tracy Press

People who live on 
Tracy streets might be 
exposing themselves and 
others to health risks that 
local medical leaders are 
trying to handle — before 
the illnesses spread.

Dr. Phillip Yu is the 
chief medical executive at 
Sutter Tracy Community 
Hospital and a board- 
certified family practice 
doctor who still spends 
time seeing patients. 

“We’re seeing as many 
if not more homeless in 
the last 12-18 months than 
we’ve seen in past years,” 
Yu said in an interview 
this week. “It’s very com-
mon. We deal with it on 
a daily basis actually. We 
see homeless patients and 
treatment for their medi-
cal ailments and we do our 
best to take care of them 
because they are truly an 
underserved population. 
Oftentimes we are the 
only health care alterna-
tive that they have.”

Most commonly, Yu 
said, homeless men and 
women suffer ailments 
resulting from addiction. 
He said that the hospital 
staff rarely sees home-
less people with just one 
medical need, and some 
of those conditions might 
pose public health issues. 

Tuberculosis is what 
most worries San Joaquin 
County’s health officer, 
Dr. Kismet Baldwin.

“It’s highly contagious 
and it’s all respiratory,” 
she said in an interview 
this week. “You can be 
homeless but you do have 
a job — they’re at work. 
Or they go to stores. Or 
they go to the mall. I don’t 
want to scare the public 
to not go to a store, but 
it’s easily communicable. 
Anybody with a cough 
can pass it.”

According to the 
Centers for Disease 
Control, there were 9,105 
reported cases of tuber-
culosis in the U.S. in 
2017 — roughly two-hun-
dredths of a percent of the 
population. The CDC also 
has data that more than 
5 percent of homeless 
Americans are carrying 
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Homelessness and 
public health risks

Press file photo

ON THE STREETS: A man sorts his belongings on a bench in 

Dr. Powers Park in November 2014.

n Read the rest of our 
ongoing series on 
homelessness in the 
Tracy community at  
www.tracypress.com. we were just donating  

money, but then we 
thought we could do 
something more, so we 
started bringing in water 
bottles.”

The students wanted 
to raise $5,000 for the 
Water For South Sudan 
project. Each well that 
the organization installs 
costs $15,000, so their 
efforts would need to be 
paired with other donors’ 
contributions.

Turning hard work into water
By Glenn Moore
Tracy Press

Students at Tracy 
Learning Center’s 
Discovery Charter 
School are finally seeing 
the fruits of their labor 
— work that has reached 
thousands of miles from 
their homes.

Pictures hang in the 
hallways at the school of a 
group of South Sudanese 
villagers holding a sign 
in front of a newly built 
well. The sign reads, “In  
honour of Discovery 
Charter School” and 
“Soar Like a Falcon.”

The tribute is one of 
the results of a 17-month 
project by fifth- and 
sixth-grade students in 
Star Zaca’s social stud-
ies class who wanted 
to fund the drilling of 
a well after reading the 
book “A Long Walk to 
Water” by Linda Sue 
Park in August 2017.

The story follows the 
plight of two villagers in 
South Sudan and their 
daily chore of walking 
nearly all day to gather 
water. The story struck a 
chord with the students, 
including Madeline 
Johnson.

“We were reading 
about this boy named 
Salva and Nya and how 
she was walking to this 
river and it was really 
dirty and mucky, so we 
were just thinking — it 
kind of went along with 
the book that there is 
this challenge trying 
to see who could raise 
money, the schools, to 
build a well for those 
kids,” Madeline said. 
“We all decided — at first WELL, continued on page 10

CHARITY: Above, Discovery 

Charter School students 

sort some of the recyclables 

they collected last year to 

raise money to build a well 

in South Sudan. At right, the 

well that now that supplies 

clean water in the village of 

Adiaujook, South Sudan. 

HEALTH, continued on page 5
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