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RAIN AND SHINE
Tracy’s holiday parade 
sparkled even in the 
wet weather.

OUR TOWN. PAGE 9

GEARING UP
The Kimball girls are 
gaining steam and 
winning games as the 
basketball season gets 
underway.

SPORTS. PAGE 20

IDEA TIME

HAPPY 100TH

The city is making a 
push to identify  
resources that could 
help homeless people  
get off Tracy’s streets.

The matriarch of the 
Ornellas dairy family  
is celebrating a  
milestone birthday.
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The only family owned & operated funeral home in Tracy.

Tracy Memorial Chapel
Est. 1927

Our family offers affordable,professional and dignified 
burial, cremation, and pre-planning services. 

Available 24/7 to answer any questions you may have.
Special Discounts for Veterans & First Responders.

JARED MURRAY - OWNER/FUNERAL DIRECTOR FDR2450| FD321 | OD69144
5 W Highland Ave., Tracy, CA 95376  •  209-835-4072  •  Fax 209-835-3302

www.tracymemorialchapel.com

Chamber names Tracy Press Business of the Year
Press staff report

Karnail “Mike” Sandhu, a 
local almond farmer and philan-
thropist, and Jeanette Pombo 
Marcucci, a lifelong Tracy resi-
dent and board member of the 
McHenry House Tracy Family 
Shelter, are Tracy’s Male and 
Female Citizens of the Year. 

Their names were revealed 
at a press conference Tuesday 
to announce the winners of the 
Tracy Chamber of Commerce’s 
2019 Community Recognition 
Awards, including the Tracy 
Press as Business of the Year.

Chamber CEO Tamara Spade 
and Robin Lopez, chair of the 

board of directors, introduced 
the winners, who will be honored 
at the chamber’s annual gala 
Jan. 24 at the Tracy Community 
Center. This year’s theme is 
“Once Upon a Time in Tracy.”

Gala tickets are $75 and are 
on sale at the Tracy Chamber 
of Commerce, 223 E. 10th St. 

People can also call 835-2131 or 
email info@tracychamber.org.

Mike Sandhu,  
Male Citizen of the Year

Sandhu, 54, immigrated to the 
United States with his father

COMMUNITY RECOGNITION AWARDS

AWARDS, continued on page 11

CONVERSATION: Above, 
Councilman Dan Arriola 
talks about whether peo-
ple feel safe in Tracy at 
a meeting he organized 
Tuesday at Monte Vista 
Middle School. At left, 
Linda Jimenez, a member 
of the parks commission, 
addresses some of the 
community’s concerns 
about local parks.

Glenn Moore/ 
Tracy Press

By Bob Brownne
Tracy Press

A conversation about 
safety in Tracy in the 
aftermath of four homi-
cides this year started tak-
ing shape Tuesday when 
Tracy City Councilman 
Dan Arriola hosted a town 
hall meeting at Monte 
Vista Middle School.

At the end of the two-
hour meeting, Arriola 
said his goal was to start 
a community discussion 
on how to make Tracy 
safe. He said public input 
was necessary to help 
shape any city policies 
that might come out of 
the discussion.

“I really hope that 
today is simply the begin-
ning, and I’m looking for-
ward to continuing the 
conversation, and hope-
fully we’ll develop some 
policy initiatives that 
we can further discuss,” 
Arriola said.

About 30 people at 
the evening meeting 

talked about the value 
of neighborhood watch 
groups, city maintenance 
and patrol of parks, and 
a heightened level of  
vigilance among Tracy’s 
residents.

Also at the meeting 
were Councilwomen 
Veronica Vargas and 
Rhodesia Ransom, state 
Sen. Cathleen Galgiani, 
Tracy Police Lt. Trevin

SAFETY, continued on page 3

Putting safety front and center
Councilman urges  
frankness about 
safety concerns, 

solutions


