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FIXER-UPPERS

DECOR GALORE

STRONG START

Some local children  
will benefit from a  
partnership between 
the Boys & Girls Clubs 
and a local prison.

Looking for light shows? 
We’ve collected a few 
suggestions.

The Kimball Jaguars 
started with a win in 
their home tournament.
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LAST-MINUTE 
MAGIC
As the Raiders leave 
Oakland, Sam Matthews 
recalls witnessing one of 
their best moments.
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WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA

Council raises pay for future council members
By Bob Brownne
Tracy Press

The Tracy City Council 
decided on a 3-2 vote 
Tuesday that council 
members are overdue for 
a raise.

While council mem-
bers said they don’t do 
the job for the money 
— they get paid $595 a 
month — only Mayor 
Pro Tem Nancy Young, 
Councilwoman Rhodesia 
Ransom and Councilman 
Dan Arriola agreed that 

the city’s policy makers 
should earn more than 
they do now.

They voted for the 
equivalent of a 5% annu-
al raise for every year 
since 2007, the last time 
the council got a raise. 
That adds up to a raise of 
$351 — to a total of $936 
a month — with an extra 
$100 for the mayor. 

The raise takes effect 
Jan. 1, 2021, so the only 
council member who is 
certain to see that raise 
is Arriola, who was elect-

ed to his first four-year 
term in 2018.

Mayor Robert Rickman, 
who voted against the 
raise, will reach his two-
term limit at the end of 
the year, and he is now 
seeking a seat on the San 
Joaquin County Board of 

Supervisors. 
C o u n c i l w o m a n 

Veronica Vargas, who 
also opposed the raise, 
has two years left of her 
second term, but she is 
also running for the coun-
ty supervisor’s seat and 
would have to leave the 

council if elected.
Ransom has served 

one four-year term on the 
council, but instead of 
running for re-election, 
she too is running for the 
county supervisor’s seat. 

Young is completing 
her second term on the 
council and cannot run for 
re-election to that posi-
tion. She is running for 
mayor of Tracy in 2020.

Young said that council  
service should include

Tracy may 
expand use 
of recycled 
wastewater
By Bob Brownne
Tracy Press

In the search for new water 
supplies for a growing city, 
Tracy could turn to a supply 
that it already has but hasn’t 
used to its full potential.

The city’s wastewater treat-
ment plant will soon be capable 
of turning out 21 million gallons 
a day of recycled water. Most of 
that water goes into Old River, 
but it is also used to water 
parks and city-owned landscap-
ing around town.

Soon, the city could use start 
trading its treated wastewater 
for water that could contribute 
to the municipal water supply.

The first of a pair of reports 
that the Tracy City Council 
reviewed on Tuesday spells out 
the limits of Tracy’s existing 
water supplies — the Delta-
Mendota Canal, South San 
Joaquin Irrigation District and 
city groundwater wells — and 
names recycled water as a 
future source.

The second report proposes 
that the city work with a con-
sultant to determine just how 
much money the recycled water

J
ulian Barreras pauses as he places a wreath at the grave of his brother Angel Barreras, a U.S. 
Army veteran who died 14 years ago, on Saturday. A large group participated in the Tracy obser-
vance of Wreaths Across America, visiting every veteran’s grave in Tracy Cemetery.

WATER, continued on page 3

“Whoever sits in these seats deserves  
to be compensated fairly. I feel this is 

absolutely reasonable.”
— Nancy Young  

Mayor pro tem

RAISE, continued on page 4


