
W
ith the countdown to 
Thanksgiving tick-
ing away, Andy Wise is 

carefully watching the clock. As 
Captain of Operation Turkey’s 
Santa Cruz Chapter for the second 
year in a row, Wise is well aware 
of all that’s needed to pull off a 
successful event. “We’ve more than 
doubled our efforts,” Wise said as 
he scrolled through a collection of 
emails from the nonprofit’s main 
office in Austin. “Instead of feeding 
1,000 people like we did last year, 
our goal this year is to feed 2,500 
hungry residents of Santa Cruz 
County.” All that food has to come 
from somewhere, and Wise has 
already begun amassing the items 
needed. “We’re ordering huge 
amounts of vegetables, like corn 
and green beans, to add to the meal 
boxes this year, and I’ve started 
pricing pumpkin pies and all the 

extras we need.” In addition to the 
veggies, stuffing and utensils, Wise 
is also looking for donations to pur-
chase turkeys--130 of them to be 
exact. “We’ve done the math, and 
I’ve worked closely with Operation 
Turkey’s Executive Director, Brian 
Tolbert, to figure out exactly what 
we need. While we can’t accept 
food donations due to health and 
safety regulations, every penny we 
receive will go towards building a 
meal for someone in need.” It’s not 
just the homeless who are receiv-
ing meals. “Last year we had a 
mother recovering from chemo-
therapy, a few elderly couples who 
were homebound, and support ser-
vice workers who helped to deliv-
er meals to their clients. It really 
touched a lot of people in our com-
munity,” Wise said.
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DRE #01879796 

Open Sun 11am-2pm 

GRACE & SPACE ~ Beautiful Hidden 
Glen views for spacious, entertaining 

home—4,586 sf 4Br/3Ba w/entire level 
for master suite w/his & hers closets. 

Community pool, tennis, horse facilities. 
197 Spreading Oak Dr, Scotts Valley 

$1,399,000 (831) 438-8400 

Wonderful Mix of Sun & Shade 

SOLID 3BR/1BA ~ On 1/2 acre in popular 
San Lorenzo Woods w/community BBQ, 
nice homes, beach area. Open kitchen &  

living rm w/wood stove. Huge unfinished 
basement w/potential to build out. 

Call Today for a Private Showing! 
$540,000 (831) 338-2125 

Open Sun 1-4pm 

S/S APPLIANCES INCLUDED ~ 
Roomy 3Br/1.5Ba w/updated interior. 

Large daylight, stand-up basement. Lots 
of outside space to play & have large 

parties. Beautiful views of mtns & creek. 
15424 Big Basin Way, Boulder Creek 

$569,000 (831) 438-8400 

Free Estate 
Planning Seminar 

What you Need to Know About 
Living Trusts, Wills 
Asset Protection 
Estate Planning 

Avoid Probate—Take Control 

November 14th, 2019 
Thursday at 6:30 PM 

Felton Community Hall 

Everyone’s Invited! 

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE $150K PRICE REDUCTION 

By Christina Wise, Staff reporter

C
lare Campbell is the kind of 
human being that brings out the 
best in others. A slender wisp of a 

woman with an electric smile and waves 
of strawberry blond curls that cascade 
over her shoulders, her warmth and 
charm draw you into her orbit with-
out a moment’s pause. Whether help-
ing shoppers put together the perfect 
ensemble at her shop, Outback Trading 
Company; working with donors to fur-
ther her support of orphans in the 
African Congo, or teaming with the 
Felton Business Association to provide 
family-friendly events in town, you 
always knew you were getting the very 
best that she had to offer.
Halloween night was the culmination 
of Campbell’s work in Felton. After 
22 years of owning Outback Trading 
Company, Campbell took a deep breath 
and the tears came. For days, friends 
and supporters had been streaming 
into her shop, emptying racks of cloth-
ing and display cases of jewelry and 
sharing their best memories and fond-
est wishes with Claire. When it was all 
said and done, Campbell swung the 

doors closed one last time, bidding fare-
well to the town she loves, and prepar-
ing for the next chapter in her life.
We curled up next to each other on 
the couch in her nearly-barren store 
with African music playing in the back-
ground, and in her crisp Australian 
accent, Campbell, 59, shared the story 
of her past, and how orphans in the 
African Congo became her future.
“When I first learned about the plight 
of what was happening in the Congo 
in 2015, I thought, “I can’t know all 
of this stuff and not do anything.” I 
love African fabric, I love color and 
African fashion, and I know there are 
a lot of women in that country who 
have sewing machines and I thought, 
“I’m going to go there, find a group 
of impoverished women with sewing 
machine and pay them to make cloth-
ing and bring their items back here to 
sell. That was my first intention, and 
through exploring all things Congo, I 
met a Congolese woman activist, in 
Los Angeles. I went to a screening of a 
movie, and Neema Namadamu was one 
of the activists highlighted in that film.” 

Outback Closing

Operation Turkey Countdown!

oPERation tuRkEY, continued on page 3
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Brothers Christian and Christophe, before and after their placement 

in Ishara House

Operation Turkey supporters at Scopazzi’s on October 25, 2019
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By Christina Wise, Staff reporter


