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VIRTUAL RACE
Local runners com-
pete in virtual  Boston 
Marathon in Tracy

SPORTS. PAGE 19

VOTING OPTIONS
Elections office plans 
for mail-in ballots with 
walk-in options
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ADVANCED PLANNING

 

Glenn Moore

Tracy Press

A new surveillance camera 
program looks to keep an eye out 
for illegal activity in city parks 
across Tracy.

Brian MacDonald, Parks and 
Recreation director, said the 
video surveillance cameras will 
be installed in five city parks to 
enhance park safety and security.

“We want to make our parks 
are a safe place that’s welcoming, 
that creates memorable expe-
riences, and that’s my goal for 
this camera project,” MacDonald 
said. “We did a community 
survey that’s tied to our Parks 
Master Plan and safety concerns 
was one of the major barriers for 
visiting our local parks.”

Press staff report

Smoky skies and unhealthy 
air conditions are expected 
to linger over Tracy through 
the week as smoke from the 
Creek Fire burning in Fresno 
and Madera counties and other 
wildfires throughout the state 
filters into the San Joaquin 
Valley.

On Tuesday the San Joaquin 
Valley Air Pollution Control 
District reissued a health cau-
tion for residents until the fires 
are extinguished.

The health caution original-
ly went up on Aug. 17 after a 
lightning ignited a series of 
wildfires around the valley.

On Wednesday Tracy resi-
dents woke to orange skies a 
fine layer of ash across cars 
and outdoor furniture as the 
smoke settled over the city.

The Creek Fire began on 
Friday and has quickly explod-
ed to 175,893 acres with 0% 
containment as of Thursday 
morning.

Shifting winds on Tuesday 
and Wednesday are expected 
to push smoke directly into the  
San Joaquin Valley bringing 
increased particulate matter 
pollution -- called PM 2.5 made 
of smoke, dust, soot and ash 
that are 2.5 micrometers or 
smaller -- along with the poten-
tial for high levels of ozone.

By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

The South San Joaquin County Fire Authority is 

ready to make the transition to a stand-alone agen-

cy that serves both the city of Tracy and Tracy 

Rural County Fire Protection District. Before that 

transition is complete, though, the Tracy City 

Council wants to dig into the details of personnel 

costs for the new agency.

At the council’s Sept. 1 meeting, fire authority 
Chief Randall Bradley gave the council a history of 
the joint powers agreement that created the fire 
authority in 1999, and described how the new agen-
cy brought modern efficiencies to both the city and 
rural fire protection service.

For the next 19 years the fire authority was 
essentially the city’s fire department – includ-

Bleak skies as smoke lingers

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

UNHEALTHY: The sun shines through a pall of smoke over the water tower near 

Tracy City Hall on 10th Street Wednesday morning. SMOKE, continued on page 2

Council seeks details on f ire JPA transition

FIRE, continued on page 4

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

WATCHING: A sign warns trespassers 

about video cameras at Legacy Fields 

on North Tracy Boulevard Tuesday 

afternoon. Similar security cameras 

will be installed in five city parks.

Surveillance 
cameras set 
to keep tabs 
on city parks

CAMERAS, continued on page 5

ON THE MOVE
Sam Matthews  
connects with Tracyites 
as they revive town’s 
longtime connections 
with Boise, Idaho
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HEALING ART
Veteran chronicles 
his personal journey 
through new mural
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