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HOMECOMING 
VICTORY
The Millennium Falcons 
beat the Delta Charter 
Dragons largely on  
the strength of their 
passing game.

SPORTS. PAGE 19

PARKS UPDATE
The city has started 
taking a close look at 
activities, trails and a 
possible nature park  
in Tracy’s future.
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ANTIVAPING 
CRUSADERS

TWICE-TOLD 
TALES

A councilwoman and  
the district attorney 
take strong positions  
against e-cigarettes.

This week in Tracy  
history, layoffs at City 
Hall and “the biggest 
event ever held on the 
West Side.”
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ONE WORLD CULTURAL FESTIVAL

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

Y
olanda Lindo sets up a booth displaying 
cultural items from Panama for Tracy’s first 
One World Cultural Festival, which took 

place Saturday at Lincoln Park. At top, the Balliamo 
group from Sacramento performs a traditional 
Italian dance

By Bob Brownne
Tracy Press

A controversial apartment complex 
on Valpico Road cleared the Tracy City 
Council on Tuesday, seven weeks after 
the project failed to gain support from 
the Tracy Planning Commission.

After a 4½-hour discussion — includ-
ing two hours of public comment, with 
most of the speakers arguing against 
the 264-unit project on the basis of 
increased traffic — the council decided 
that commute traffic problems in the 
south end of town can’t be blamed on 
one particular development.

The project is also a step toward 
more housing priced for moderate-in-
come residents in San Joaquin County, 
council members said, consistent with 

the state’s affordable housing goals.
The council approved plans for the 

apartments 4-1, with council mem-
bers Nancy Young, Rhodesia Ransom, 
Veronica Vargas and Dan Arriola vot-
ing to overturn the Aug. 14 planning 
commission decision. Mayor Robert 
Rickman cast the dissenting vote, cit-
ing a need for the city to commit to 
widening Valpico Road, after the other 
four indicated that they would vote in 
favor of the project.

Katerra Inc. is the developer of the 
Valpico Glenbriar Apartments, which 
will be 11 three-story buildings on an 
11.62-acre parcel between Glenbriar 
and MacArthur drives. Katerra is also

Bob Brownne/Tracy Press

COMING: The 11.62-acre Valpico Glenbriar Apartments site, as seen looking north from 

Valpico Road, will soon be home to 11 three-story buildings with a total of 244 apartments.

Council OKs Katerra’s 
Glenbriar apartments

Press staff report

Tracy and Mountain 

House residents are invit-

ed to learn about the cul-

ture, traditions and her-

itage of their Sikh neigh-

bors at a “Meet the Sikh 

Next Door” community 

event next weekend.

Jagdeep Sahota, from 

Mountain House, a mem-

ber of the greater Sikh 

community in the area, 
said the outreach day 
from 1 to 5 p.m. Oct. 13 
at the Tracy Community 
Center, 950 East St., is 
free and open to every-
one. Similar meetings 
have been organized in 
Stockton and Manteca.

“The effort is to try and 
get the mainstream com-
munity members, our 
neighbors, to come out and 

get some awareness of the 
heritage and the culture of 
the Sikhs,” he said.

He said the need became 
clear when Parmjit Singh, 
a Tracy man who immi-
grated from India, was 
killed Aug. 25 in Gretchen 
Talley Park.

“One of the first tweets 
that Tracy police even 
put out at 5 a.m. had men-
tioned him as a Middle 

Eastern,” he said. “We felt 
that like maybe the people 
who reported it couldn’t 
identify him properly, 
but then the Tracy police 
should have been able to 
identify him.”

The police later cor-
rected their description 
of Singh. A local Sikh 
organization planned a

“We’re part of  
the American  

fabric, this is a  
community that 

we live and  
grow up in.”
— Jagdeep Sahota  

Mountain House resident

Sikh group reaches out to community

MEET, continued on page 3
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