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Missing it?
I am dismayed that Scotts Valley residents and government are 

so lacking in interest about the natural, unique resources they con-
tain here.  Do people never get out of the shopping centers when in 
the “town” itself?  This area has tremendous history from dinosaur 
remains to early native settlements and the remains of a very large 
lake (and, no doubt lots of wildlife).  While the golf course is not nat-
ural the general plan there is far more attractive than the Airport 
park.  I seriously doubt these contractors will preserve any of the 
beauty that is there now and most  residents have not probably 
experienced.  What a loss for the city and greed for the dollar.  While 
housing is short this will not be housing for those truly in need here.  
It will merely create more congestion and traffic.  The planned new 
city hall center will not create a more intimate town feel.  Some kind 
of soul is needed for that.  You have a piece of it here now and you 
are destroying it.

Rhonda Hoefs 
Felton, CA

Decide for yourself
Dear Editor,
I sympathize with Chris Finnie’s letter of March 15th when she 

criticizes Director Smallman’s sometimes fragile relationship with 
clarity. But it seems a bit harsh to segue into a general condemnation 
of the attitudes of several other board members when their main 
offense may be an apparition of Ms. Finnie’s own confusion.

President Henry did admonish potential committee candidates to 
work with and support the goals of the current board. Her further 
comments indicated those goals were more general in nature and 
designed to promote forward motion of the board with respect to 
promises made during the election: transparency, civility, financial 
restraint and a glyphosate ban. She was also careful to encourage 
open discussion, even if it disagreed with the board. But at some point, 
you do need to decide and move on. Consensus is not always possible.

However, President Henry did not say she knew more than experts 
or was tired of scientists acting like they knew more than her, she has 
often said just the opposite. Here she expressed frustration at the way 
some were tossing science-based epithets to discard what she saw as 
legitimate concerns. They were heard during the earlier glyphosate 
discussions and some were clearly meant as disparaging ad hominem 
attacks designed to silence opposition. Sorry, that is bad form.

From some of the assertions in Ms. Finnie’s letter, it was obvious 
we were at different meetings together. That is why we should be so 
thankful for Community TV of Santa Cruz County. When you need 
to move past your opinions and keep listening, they provide a great 
solution. Have a look at the March 7, 2019 SLVWD meeting & decide 
for yourself. It is all in the first 15 minutes of the video.

Mary & Virgil Champlin
Brookdale

Thank you
Thank you to everyone who donated to the project for the 

Scotts Valley YMCA, all your donations really helped out. The 
funds collected just put us over the amount of money needed to 
complete the project!  For those who donated, thank you for your 
generosity for what we consider a really great program, one which 
supports our community’s  children. I very much appreciate the 
support. I read the letters that accompanied the donations and 
am thankful for the generosity of all those that helped. 

Thanks,
Ethan Breckenridge

Town Green
To the Editor,
My husband and I are not in favor of the Scotts Valley Town 

Green as it is planned. The ability to mitigate the impact on our 
roads and other infastructures can not be adequately addressed. 
We simply do not have enough main outlet roads to service the 
additional population.

The height of  buildings proposed on a project of this scale 
would be overwhelming. We also feel the orange netting used in 
other cities that allow you to see the physical size and height of a 
project should be required. When I talked to the developers, they 
were willing to install the orange netting, but  said Scotts Valley 
did not require it. It is hard for people to visualize just how high 
and massive this project would be upon completion. 

The proposed one acre Town Green is much too small. The 
idea of a large garden meeting area is great, but needs to be 
much larger. This property is a very  important puzzle piece to 
the entire area. We should require a  product that is something 
to be proud of that you would want to frequent. As it is planned 
now, it is a high density project, with minimal retail. That does 
not constitute a town center.

This proposed project is nothing more than another housing 
development. 

It is so important to build a project that adds to Scotts Valley, 
not takes away from our small town feel. We only have one 
chance to get this right. The developer’s priority may not be 
what is in the best interest of our quaint town. We have to ask 
ourselves: is this truly the best way to utilize this property? We 
feel it is not!

When you review the feedback from the open house meetings, 
the residents overwhelming feel it’s too large, both in height and 
footprint. This project will impact all of Scotts Valley; ie. schools, 
roads, police, fire, etc. We all say we want Scotts Valley to keep 
its small town feel, now is the time to prove that, by building a 
project that blends with the surrounding retail buildings and 
displays great architectural appeal, not an industrial look!

Thank you for your time.

Stan & Cathy Herteman
Chris & Misty Tousseau
Dusty & Bobbie Herteman

Words matter for new Santa Margarita Groundwater Agency 
Press Banner readers may have noticed there is a new groundwa-

ter agency serving the greater San Lorenzo Valley and Scotts Valley 
areas. Known as the Santa Margarita Groundwater Agency, it was 
created to meet requirements from a new state law to achieve and 
maintain sustainable groundwater conditions. In fact, a plan must 
done by 2022 and sustainability achieved by 2042.

The new agency includes representatives from the San Lorenzo 
Valley Water District, Scotts Valley Water District, Mount Hermon 
Association, County of Santa Cruz, City of Scotts Valley, City of Santa 
Cruz, and private well owners. 

It’s no small task to develop a plan that moves our historically over-
pumped groundwater basin to sustainability. To guide us, we worked 
together to create guiding principles that reflect our community’s 
common values and shared purpose. 

The 15 new guiding principles are detailed and thorough. We are 
keen to embrace these principles, which include important concepts 
such as: recognition that we don’t receive any water from outside 
our community; climate change could seriously impact water avail-
ability; our members serve the interests of their respective organi-
zations and the Santa Margarita Groundwater Agency; members 
have a duty to serve taxpayers, ratepayers, and future generations; 
decision-making will be science-based; and all discussions will be 
conducted collaboratively and with civility.

The guiding principles also make it clear we are committed to 
transparent public engagement. An example of this is the recent 
three-part Education Series held in January, February and March. 
At each meeting approximately 100 community members partici-
pated in an interactive look at what groundwater is, who uses it, and 
options for how it can be managed.

The job of the Santa Margarita Groundwater Agency is to achieve 
and maintain sustainable groundwater conditions, thus avoiding past 
practices that negatively impacted groundwater resources. We must 
work hard to achieve balance between water demands and available 
resources, while also restoring the basin and its aquifers. Our new 
guiding principles set us on the right course for success.

It was an honor for us to join with our fellow board members 
and the community to write these guiding principles. If you’d like 
to review them in detail and learn more about the Santa Margarita 
Groundwater Agency, please visit www.smgwa.org.

Bruce McPherson serves as 5th District County Supervisor and 
SMGWA board director, Lois Henry serves as board president of the 
San Lorenzo Valley Water District and SMGWA board vice chair, 
and Chris Perri serves as board member of the Scotts Valley Water 
District and SMGWA board chair. 

Bruce McPherson
Lois Henry
Chris Perri


