
is we want to live in America. 
That’s a simple request, to be 
able to go to a park and not 
fear for your life, to be able to 
go for a drive and not fear for 
your life, go for a jog and not 
fear for your life,” she said. 
“And for justice, not just to 
prosecute the cops but actu-
ally legislation that prevents 
this from happening again. 
That’s what we want. That’s 
what we need, actually.”

Over the previous week, pro-
tests had erupted across the 
U.S. in response to the death of 
George Floyd, who died at the 
hands of Minneapolis police 
May 25. Police had responded 
to a report that Floyd had 
passed a counterfeit bill at a 
neighborhood store.

A bystander video of the 
police response has circulated

MOVING ON, 
LOOKING BACK

Kimball and Delta 
Charter athletes of the 
year reflect on their 
high school careers.
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By Bob Brownne
Tracy Press

The city of Tracy will dip into 
its budget reserves and draw on 
Measure V sales tax money to main-
tain a balanced budget for 2020-21, 
with the expectation that the econo-
my will bounce back soon enough to 
fund the projects that Measure V was 
expected to pay for.

City finance director Karin 
Schnaider reported on Tuesday that 
the city had expected to take in about 
$87.4 million for 2020-21 before COVID-
19, but the resulting slump in retail 
activity has put a dent in the sales tax 
the city collects. Sales tax accounts for 
the biggest share of the city’s revenue 
stream, about $37.9 million, including 
about $10.1 million from Measure V, 
the additional half-cent sales tax that 
Tracy voters approved in 2016.

Updated projections have sales tax 
dropping to about $32 million for the 
fiscal year to come. Once all revenue 
streams are added up, the city is look-
ing at about $79 million in income, 
which is about $11 million short of 
what the city expects to spend.

Ordinarily, the city would draw 
upon its general fund reserve, which 
is expected to be about $32.7 million, 
but only about 10% of that reserve 
is available to help compensate for 
deficits. This year, city officials must 
consider spending cuts to keep a bal-
anced budget.

In addition to spending $3.2 million 
from the general fund reserve, the 
City Council had already agreed to 
a hiring freeze, leaving 15 positions 
unfilled to save about $3.5 million. 
Putting off maintenance and replace-
ment of city vehicles will save $1.3 
million. The council also previously 
agreed to cut back on consultant

By Bob Brownne
Tracy Press

A Sunday afternoon pro-
test sparked by the police 
killing of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis was loud and 
passionate, and ended as a 
nonviolent demand for justice 
that has echoed across the 
United States and beyond.

Hundreds of people, mostly 
young, gathered at the inter-
section of 11th Street and 
Corral Hollow Road, chant-
ing and carrying signs, with 
“Black Lives Matter” the 
dominant theme. Passersby 
responded with honking 
horns and shouts of sup-
port. Toward the end, a large 
group broke away to march 
along 11th Street to Plasencia 
Fields, where Haifa Ahmed 
of Tracy urged the crowd to 
commit to continued action in 
response to police brutality.

“I think not only my mes-
sage but everyone’s message 

Nonviolent demonstrations echo voices across country

City eyes 
Measure V  
to fill big 
budget gap

BUDGET, continued on page 4 PROTESTS, continued on page 3

A week of protests
SPEAK: Haifa 

Ahmed of 

Tracy talks 

to the crowd 

at Plasencia 

Fields during a 

protest Sunday 

after the death 

of George Floyd 

at the hands 

of Minneapolis 

police.

Bob Brownne/ 
Tracy Press

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

MARCH: A Thursday afternoon march from Corral Hollow to City Hall filled 11th Street from sidewalk to side-

walk. The organizers of the event, who dubbed it the March for Justice and Positive Change, shared their plans 

with the city and the local police department, which diverted traffic and escorted the protesters.

MASK OPTIONAL

SHOT BY POLICE

A LIFESAVER

When the City Council 
considered requiring 
face coverings inside 
businesses, dozens of 
people wrote to argue 
against the move. 

An officer responding to 
a domestic disturbance 
call shot a man who 
fled from the police and 
allegedly had a knife.

New machines could 
help Tracy firefighters 
revive people whose 
hearts have stopped.

NEWS. PAGE 4

NEWS. PAGE 5

OUR TOWN. PAGE 8


