
O
n October 19, Baymonte Christian 
School will begin another Monday.  
While that doesn’t sound like a huge 

feat, it will be their sixth week with in-per-
son instruction without any incidences of 
COVID.  So far, some students have missed 
class due to the common cold, but none of 
the 270 students have tested positive for 
Coronavirus.  

The decision to forgo virtual class-
es was not easily reached.  Beginning 
last spring, Baymonte Christian School 
scrambled to move online, like all other 

institutions in our County.  Principal Steve 
Patterson commends his staff, “Our teachers 

rose to the occasion and worked harder than ever at the beginning 
of shelter-in-place and distance learning. They’ve had to continue 
to do so.”  Throughout the summer, staff and faculty discussed 
possibilities for the upcoming school year over Zoom. When they 
reached the decision to open in person, Patterson noted that 
“Some of our faculty were reticent and concerned… We had a 
longtime Baymonte teacher walk away, but the last thing I want to 
do is push someone out of their comfort zone.” 

Baymonte Christian started the school year tentatively, meet-
ing with parents one-on-one for the first two weeks of September.  
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BAYMONTE SCHOOL CHOSE IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION

POLITICS IN PLAY

CHRISTINA WISE

Staff RepoRteR

Free Tire Rotation
Free Brake Inspection
Not to be combined 
with any other offerService Over $500 Oil Change

$50OFF OFF$50OFF OFF

KATIE EVANS

Staff RepoRteR

Social distancing maintained in the middle school classroom
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C
alifornia has a lot going for it as 
a state. If you look beyond the 
wildfires, earthquakes, the homeless 

problem, the Central Valley water issue, 
and its failing infrastructure, California has 
at least one great thing: automatic mail-in 
voting. Any California resident who is a 
registered voter only need venture to their 
mailbox, mail slot or post office box, to find 
a powerful vehicle for democracy—your 
ballot—just waiting to be opened, filled out 
and returned for counting. As processes 
go, this is an easy one. The hard part is 
knowing how to vote on ballot measures 


