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BY JIM DAVIS

IT'S THE CHRISTMAS SEASON,
AND SANTA WILL BE CHECKING TO
SEE WHO'S NADGHTY AND NICE!

V WHAT A
COINCIDENCE!
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OUR ROCK BAND |S GONNA
PLAY AT THE

CHRISTMAS WOW! WHAT
DANCE THIS AN HONOR!

"YOU NEED TO APOLOGIZE FOR THAT APOLOGY YOU
TRIED TO MAKE ME THINK WAS AN APOLOGY."

BRIDGE®

North dealer.
East-West vulnerable.
NORTH

The bidding:
North East
I NT Pass
19

Opening lead — ace of diamonds.

It isn’t easy to see how South can
make four hearts after West starts
out by leading the ace and another
diamond. Declarer apparently
must lose a spade, a heart, a dia-
mond and a diamond ruff and go
down one against best defense.

But the late Albert Dormer, Brit-
ish expert and one of the most
prolific writers on all facets of the
came, managed to make the con-
tract after reaching four hearts on
the bidding shown.

South
A 4

West
Pass

I'M NOT SURE WE CAN PULL
OFF A HEAVY METAL VERSION

E }‘
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R FOR WORSE®

OH \JoU GOTIA BE. 1 JUSTGOT AN EMAIL FROM MY/ WHAT= NOW SHE
K SISTER. SHE DYED HER HAIR TELLS METHAT
PURPLE, AN’ APRIL WANTE TO {\ég FRIENDS
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REALITY CHECK®

Dave Whamond

BY STEVE BECKER

Moreover, he found the way to
make 10 tricks in a rather simple
fashion. He led the heart jack from
dummy at trick three and, when
East’s queen of hearts appeared,
won with the ace. However, instead
of continuing with a trump, which
seemed the natural thing to do and
would have been fatal, he first
cashed the A-K of clubs and ruffed
a club.

Dormer then led a trump to East’s
king, and the remarkable effect of
this sequence of plays was that East
was on lead in a helpless position.
If he returned a spade, declarer
would finesse, losing to the king,
but South’s only losers in that case
would be a spade, a heart and a
diamond.

If East returned a diamond
instead of a spade, the outcome
would be the same. After ruffing,
West would find himself on lead,
also in a no-win position. With
only spades remaining in his hand,
he would have had to return one,
and Dormer would then lose only a
diamond, a heart and a diamond
ruff.

By playing three rounds of clubs
before leading the second round of
trump, declarer had left West with
no safe exit card if he got the dia-
mond ruff he was looking for.

Tomorrow: Brilliant defensive play.
©2025 King Features Syndicate Inc.

“Life isn’t always fair. Be glad you
learned that now instead of
waiting ’til you were five.”

SELL IT
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1 DID A SeLF PoRTRALT BY
PROJECTING SALIVA on A CANNAS...
— TWAS MY SP(TTING tMAGe!
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

M Y Unscramble these Jumbles,  — )
one letter to each square, / e it be 4
to form four ordinary words. was "‘Ef' the g:]ad

H ) Janding we're
UHCNH g } J oear. We're P 7 on the
N AE
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o0 &
A/ 2
5
CWITSH |
Y D @
A A |8
z| THE FOOTBALL coACH WAS
OCDRTO S| UNEASY ON PLANES, 80 HE
C\ C\ \ WAS EAGER FOR THE ---
J J Now arrange the circled letters
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to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Print your
answer here:

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
N AN A AN AN AN

Saturday’s

Jumbles: ZESTY
Answer:  Would the new QB throw lots of touchdowns? It
was too soon to — PASS JUDGMENT

(Answers tomorrow)
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