PEANUTS®

BY CHARLES SCHULZ

GARFIELD®

HERE'S THE WORLD
WART FLYING ACE
BEING CHASED BY

THE RED BARON...
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(' HE HATES ME! )
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EVERYONE ASKS
HOW T KNOW HE
HATES ME...
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HAGAR THE HORRIBLE®

IT TAKES FOREVER
FOR THE COFFEE TO
KICK IN ON MONPAY
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DISPLAY TELLS
YOU HOW fAR AWAY
TO GET, AND, IN

%NG. EARL.

DETONATORS CASE IT'S WRONG,
WITH THE $ECOND >
EASY-TO- DISPLAY TELLS
READ YOU YOUR
DISPLAYS ALTITUDE.
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BEETLE BAILEY® BY Greg Walker, Brian Walker and Neal Walker BABY BLUES®

HANG MUCH ABOVE OR
BELOW YOUR BELT.

TCANTEBELEVE ¥ OMG! GOLDENLAR SVEN LEFT UI5 DINNER 1 PON'T LIKE YOU SAID, W15 DINNER
E@glgﬂc mg | PP e 000 STILL A JERK umoucBuEe%.l' li«l(E"MUST TUINK Ue's 15 UNTOUCUED !

\@ga BELT.

PICKLES® BY BRIAN CRANE
YoU TiED YOUR TIE | 1 READ THAT THE TP T sHOULD JusT HA! MY TIE HASN'T
OF YOUR TIE SHOULPN'T | BARELY TOUCH TOUCHED MY BELT

BY

RICK KIRKMAN & JERRY SCOTT

I'M JUST TRYING
TO BE THE BEST

VERSION OF
MVYSELF
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TUE KIDs SURE ARE

THE BORN LOSER®

BY ART & CHIP SANSOM
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Peoon NEWS! THANKSTO N £

A.1,,YOUR PERFORMANCE £| DOES
HAS IMPROVEDBY £ THAT
TWENTY PERCENT! 7] MEAN
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THAT'S GREAT, CHIEF !

ics comlpabybives.

NOV P10 A GREAT JOB OF
bLUTT\N(:: IT TOGETUER.

* WAIT-ARE
THOC
LEFTOVER

HAVE T TOLD NOU
HOW PRETTY

NOV LOOK

To0AY?
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CRABGRASS®

FELLER SAVYS HE'S
A FIRE EATER !

HOOTIN' HOLLER
CiRs SHOW

WHAT IF

THE GROUNDHOG
DOES NOT SEE
HIS SHADOW?
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Zec etes-

IT'S STILL
TOO EARLY
TO GET YOUR
CLUBS OUT,

SINCE YOU GUYS WANT TO

PLAY DOUBLE DARE SO

BAD, ME AND MILES ARE
TEAMING UP!

/" JOINING
FORCES! |
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BLONDIE®

EVERY TIME T SAY
SOMETHING, YOU
HAVE TO ONE-UP ME,

IF WE KEEP SPIRALING DOWNWARD
LIKE THIS, YOU'RE ALL GONNA
HAVEAI‘ggsFOQGET ABOUT ANY

@:’

;

BUT YOU CAN STILL FORGET

ABOUT THOSE RAISES
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NOPE !! SORRY !I NOBODY'S GONNA
PAY GOOD MONEY TO SEE A FELLER
EAT FIVE-ALARM CHILI 1!

PATTERSONT THEWEED
HERE. RED ALERT,
y{g\”—l‘r 8 A CODE

MRS.DINGLE. 1S
LISTENING OUT-
SIDE THE DOOR.
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"REALLY, LORETTA...I'VE EMPTIED THE DISHWASHER BEFORE."

BRIDGE®

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
o442
vJj64
4107543
S A K6
WEST EAST
AAKQ873 A1065
¥10853 YK?2
¢KQ ¢J862
L Y #9853
SOUTH
&J9
YAQ97
A9
#QJ1074
The bidding:
North East South  West
Pass Pass 1 & 1 &
Dble Pass 3Y

Opening lead — king of spades.

France won the 1992 World Team
Olympiad, handily defeating the
United States in the 96-board final.

Oddly enough, the deal that con-
tributed most to the French cause
came not in the final, but in its
quarterfinal match against Den-
mark. Going into the last hand of
that 64-board match, the Danes led
by 2 IMPs. The deal shown then
occurred, and the outcome hung in
the balance.

When a Danish pair held the
East-West cards, they reached three
spades and made nine tricks, seem-
ingly an excellent result. The auc-
tion shown occurred at the other
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BY STEVE BECKER

table, with Knut and Lars Blakset
of Denmark seated North-South.

The Blaksets bid aggressively to
reach three hearts. If South made
three hearts or went down one, the
Danes would win the match. Even
if declarer went down two for a loss
of 2 IMPs, the match would be
tied, with a short playoff to follow.
Only if he went down three could
the match be lost.

West cashed two spades and then
shifted to the king of diamonds. At
this point, declarer could have
made the contract by taking the
ace, crossing to dummy with a club,
leading a heart to the queen and
cashing the A-J of hearts. South
could then run clubs until West
ruffed in, losing only that trick and
a diamond to go with the two
spades already lost.

But Lars Blakset let the diamond
king hold, after which West reverted
to spades. Declarer ruffed in
dummy, discarding a club, and led
the heart jack, covered by the king
and ace. If he had now cashed the
heart queen and then started run-
ning clubs, he would have gone
down one and won the match.

Instead, Blakset played a club to
the ace and led a heart to the nine.
Curtains! West won with the ten
and returned a spade, forcing
declarer to ruff and lose control of
the hand. When the smoke cleared,
Blakset was down three and the
French had scored a 2-IMP victory.

Tomorrow: The art of visualization.
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“I bet these trees are sorry they
took their clothes off.”

SELL IT Fl.fé

| THE CLAE

REALITY CHECK®

Dave Whamond

W/ 1SE 6ROUNDHOG:

WHAT ARE WE DOING HERE.
FOLKS? M A RODENT! WHo
CARES ABOUT MY SHADOW?
WINTE®R DOESN'T END IN
FEBRUARY AND 1T NEVER
Gvemst!! WILL! goT 1T?
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Resolve to Stay Informed

1K€ us on racebook to stay up-to-date
N News, weather and sports.

Tribune-Star

JUNMUSILE

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

Unscramble these Jumbles, (" | can't believe Pm going D
one letter to each square, to be on the cover of ___
to form four ordinary words. s | Le Grand Fromage Magazine!
o
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o
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7 3 [ shos
N y § big smile?
SOLTEC 5| wHen TakiNG pHOTOS OF THE
© BRIE, CHEDDAR, ETC., THE
C\ C\ \ PHOTOGRAPHER JOKINGLY SAD --- ]
J J Now arrange the circled letters

to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Saturday’s Answer-

Answer” Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
here: \ AN A A N AN A A AN
(Answers tomorrow)

Jumbles: HOUSE GLINT CHOSEN BISHOP

When a head cold and a traffic jam slowed her
down, the result was — CONGESTION
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