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HEY, MANAGER!
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LOOK,I 60T A
NEW GLOVE!

IT'S BIGGER THAN
M{ OLD ONE..

©

IT HOLDS MORE
POTATO CHIPS!
)

1 COOLP PO A THOLSAND
DIFFERENT THINGS TODAY

BY JIM DAVIS

LET'S HEAR IT FOR
INDECISION
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MEN,

I'M LEADING You INTO A
Pfklzaus BATTLE ! BE BRAVE !
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TUING WE'VE EVER DON
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BY BOB
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. ALS WENTONED IN] T LOOKED UP THAT
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AT ALL
COSTS,
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BEETLE BAILEY®

BY Greg Walker, Brian Walker and Neal Walker

T KNEW ALL ABOUT
SARGE BEFORE T
MET HIM
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TMHAVING
A BAD
DAY,

BY BRIAN CRANE

CAN | LOOK
AT QOLR
KNEES?

ANP THE ONE
ON THIS SIDE
LOOKS LIKE A
SAD CLOWN.

E HAVE TO 6O BACK!
FORGOT MY CLEAT!

I WONDER WHAT
IT'D BE LIKE
LIVIN' ON A
TROPICAL

PROB'LY
TH' SAME...

CRABGRASS®
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IT'S TIME TO IT'S TIME TO IT'S TIME TO
START THINKING THINK ABOUT THROW CAUTION

ABOUT A SUMMER HOW WE'LL PAY TO THE WIND
VACATION. FOR ONE. AND GO NUTs!
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YOU LOOK NICE
TODAY.
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BY TAUHID BONDIA

SOMETIMES T JUST
REMEMBER THAT SHELL
BE TALLER THAN ME IN
A COUPLE OF YEARS.

s |
BLONDIE® BY DEAN YOUNG & JOHN MARSHALL
UGH! OUR )/ NO WORRIES.. [TTHE WEIRD THING 15, AFTER

JUST USE THE
FRENCH PRESS
IN THE TOP
KITCHEN CABINET!
DO YOU KNOW
WHAT IT LOOKS
LIKE? £
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LOOKING UNTIL 1 SEE
/N SOMETHING | DON'T
RECOGNIZE, AND
THAT'LL BE IT! &

iNOPE, BUT I'LL JUST KEEP

ALL THESE VEAR
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"l FINISH YOUR SENTENCES BECAUSE I'M
EQUIPPED WITH PREDICTIVE TEXT."

BRIDGE®

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
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SJ 105
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AaK 109 aA 8
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Q54 ¢AJ109762
Q72 964
SOUTH
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The bidding:
South West North East
1 Pass 26 3¢
R 4 Pass 49 Pass
46

Opening lead — four of diamonds.

Barry Crane was best known to
the general public for his role in
producing, directing and writing
such popular television shows as
“Mission: Impossible” and “Man-
nix” in the 1960s, “70s and ‘80s.

In the bridge world, however,
Crane was a standout for a differ-
ent reason. For many years after
his untimely death in 1985, he still
headed the American Contract
Bridge League’s all-time master
point list, having accumulated

BY STEVE BECKER

35,084 points in his lifetime.

Crane was declarer in this deal
played in the Vanderbilt Team
Championship. West led a diamond
to his partner’s ace, and returned a
diamond, ruffed by Crane.

It would be very easy to go down
in four spades. If declarer had now
made the natural-looking play of a
low spade toward the jack, he
would have lost three trump tricks
as well as the diamond already lost.
But Crane accomplished his mis-
sion quite easily when, at trick
three, he led the queen of spades
rather than a low one!

This singular thrust rendered the
defense helpless. It did not matter
whether East or West won the trick;
in either case the defenders could
not score more than two trump
tricks.

Crane based his queen-of-spades
play on the reasonable assumption
that East — who was known to
hold a long diamond suit — had
the doubleton ace or king of trump,
and the queen lead was specifically
directed to deal with that possibil-
1ty.

In the actual case, East took the
queen with the ace and returned a
club. Crane went up with the ace,
led another trump toward the J-7,
and the battle was over. He later
discarded two clubs on dummy’s
hearts to finish with ten tricks.

Tomorrow: Diabolical defense.
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“The phone’s ringing, the front
doorbell’s chiming, the dryer’s
buzzing, and the oven’s dinging!”
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(Answers tomorrow)
Saturday’ Jumbles: PRANK CIGAR BALLET ISLAND
alrday's | answer: Many South American countries are home to the
Andes because of how they’re — ARRANGED
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