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HAGAR THE HORRIBLE®
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THE FRENCH RESTAURANT’S SNAIL DELIVERY
VEHICLE BROKE DOWN---THEY WANT TO KNOW IF
WE CAN MAKE THEIR ESCARGOT CARGO CAR GO.
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BY Greg Walker, Brian Walker and Neal Walker

BABY BLUES®

I'M THINKING
OF TAKING A
“GAPYEAR"
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THE BORN LOSER®
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BY ART & CHIP SANSOM
P oNE WRERE T TALK AND

T'M SURE WE CAN,‘
CHIEF! AND WHAT
WOULD YOU CONSIDER
A PRODUCTIVE

YOU LISTEN!
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BY RICK KIRKMAN & JERRY SCOT
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PICKLES® BY BRIAN CRANE
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TAIT'S_GOT I WUz, £
HEATSTROKE, SWIMMIN' !! :
JEDGE !l :

NO ONE !

SOHN RasSE.
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CRABGRASS®

KILLER WHALES
ARE HUNTING GREAT WHITES
IN SOUTH AFRICA.
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FOR A SHARK.

I NEVER THOUGHT I
COULD FEEL SORRY

WOW. WAY TO RUN UP
THE SCORE ON A NINE-
YEAR-OLY, PHIL.
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GONNA BE, NOT
WHERE THEY ARE.
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WHERE THEYRE
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WELL, THIS CHANGES
NOTHING. YOU STILL

HE'S BEIN' CHARGED
WIF BEATIN' TH' HEAT,
YORE HONOR !
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T A PERSON ISN'T MEANT TO
JUST SIT IN A CHAIR ALL DAY, |
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THAT'S IT! I'VE HAD IT FOR
TODAVY..I'M GOING HOME!
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THE LOCKHORNS®

BRIDGE®

West dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
#AQ94
YKQ65
Q853
%9
WEST EAST
aJ32 Aa10876
¥Jo97 ¥10843
¢ K ¢A109
SAKI0862 S73
SOUTH
aK S
YA2
€J7642
*QJ54
The bidding:
West North  East South
2 Dble Pass 3NT

Opening lead — ten of clubs.
Giorgio Belladonna, winner of 16
world championships and a mem-
ber of the famed Italian Blue Team
that dominated world bridge from
the late 1950s to the early 1970s,
was a player of infinite resources.
On top of his oft-demonstrated
talent for rarely making an error in
judgment — the trademark of all
great players — Belladonna had an
imagination that seemingly knew
no bounds. He made bids and plays
on the spot that no one had ever
thought of before, and bridge liter-
ature is replete with his exploits.

BY STEVE BECKER

Consider this deal where Bella-
donna, playing the Precision Sys-
tem, opened two clubs (showing a
minimum opening bid with long
clubs) and soon found himself on
lead against three notrump. The
hand was played in the 1972 Lon-
don Sunday Times Invitational
Pairs Championship.

Belladonna made the extraordi-
nary opening lead of the ten of
clubs, and declarer (Terence Reese)
could not survive this lethal blow.
He took the ten with the queen,
crossed to dummy with a heart and
returned a low diamond.

East went up with the ace, catch-
ing his partner’s king, but that
didn’t really matter. East returned a
club, and the contract went down
two.

At the other tables where the con-
tract was three notrump, West led
either his fourth-best club or a
lower club, and in all these cases
declarer made three notrump after
dummy’s nine held the first trick.
South lost at most two diamonds
and two clubs.

Belladonna reasoned that Reese
had the Q-J of clubs for his three-
notrump bid, and in order to guard
against the possibility that dummy
had the singleton nine, he led the
ten of clubs rather than a low club.
No truer arrow was ever shot!

Tomorrow: Mathematical niceties.
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“l can hear the ocean better
if | DON’T put the shell
to my ear.”

SELL IT FAST
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ARE You STILL OKAY?

WHY DOES oy
WAITE® KEEP

MY PSYCHIATRIST

You THAT?

THAT'S NOT 0UR
WAITER~ THAT'S

VUV ANk

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
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(Answers tomorrow)

s , Jumbles: AROSE DOUGH UNLOAD FOSSIL
aturday’s

Answer: When asked how her long-distance relationship

she said — SO FAR, SO GOOD
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