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YOU THOUGHT YoU
COULD FOOL ME,
DIDN'T YOU ?
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UMB AS YOU THINK
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NOBODY PULLS
THE CARPET OVER
MY EYES!
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GOT TO GET OP. THERE'S
SOMETHING I NEEP TO PO
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ON MY COMPUTER!
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BOB THAVES PICKLES®
L You S$TAY AWAY, OB GET CAT HAIR
MUFFIN, You Do ALL OVER MY KEY-
NAUGHT? THINGS BOARD, You ORDER

BEETLE BAILEY®

BY Greg Walker, Brian Walke

r and Neal Walker

BABY BLUES®

SENDING HER STOPID
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1T YOURSISTER. SHE
WANTS You To SToP

BY BRIAN CRANE

WHAT DoES
SHE MEAN,
"STOPIDH 7Y
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DAD WHATS
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WHY DO YOU IT'S MY
WEAR THAT WEDDING
RING, DAD? BAND.

IF A WOMAN TRIES
TO FLIRT WITH ME,
SHE'LL KNOW I'M
MARRIED.
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WHEN DOES
THAT EVER
HAPPEN?

OKAY, PHIL.
YOUVE
GOT THIS.
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THERE YOU ARE! YOURE
THREE AND A HALF
MINUTES LATE!

SUPPERTIME !
I'M STARVIN' !

/ NEVER MIND. THERE'S
ABOUT IT NOW.
§

YoO JUST WALKED UP | DID TREY WANT

10 HOMELESS PEO-
PLE AND ToOK
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BLONDIE® BY DEAN YOUNG & JOHN MARSHALL FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE®
LET'S JUST CONSIDER ALTHOUGH... I THOUGHT YOU SORRY,
DROP IT, OK? | IT DROPPED, ) DROPPED IT? I PICKED
HONEY , | &A'/\X) I™ Bk L

BRIDGE®

East dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
AaK 108
YA1093
¢AK1043
8
WEST EAST
a7 64906542
YK 65 YQ
*72 Q65
S#AKIJI0743 H»Q965
SOUTH
AaAQJ3
¥J8742
4J98
L Y
The bidding:
East South West North
Pass Pass 1 & Dble
Pass 1% 1 NT 29
3% R 4 3NT 49

Opening lead — seven of spades.

This hand was played in the
Vanderbilt Team Championship in
1934. West was Ely Culbertson,
then at the height of his career,
playing with his favorite partner,
Ted Lightner.

Culbertson tried to talk his oppo-
nents out of a game by bidding one
notrump and three notrump, osten-
sibly showing all-around strength.
But North-South paid him no heed
and got to four hearts anyway.

Culbertson led his singleton
spade, won by declarer with the
jack. South played a heart to the

"REALLY?...YOU DON'T THINK THIS 5
A LITTLE BIT LAZY?"

BY STEVE BECKER

ace, catching East’s singleton
queen. Dummy’s ten of hearts then
lost to the king, whereupon Culb-
ertson returned a low club.

Lightner won with the queen and
had no difficulty diagnosing the
purpose of West’s underlead of the
A-K of clubs. He returned a spade
for Culbertson to ruff, and Light-
ner later scored the diamond queen
to set the contract.

The three-club bid by Lightner
had pretty well marked him with
the queen of clubs; without it, he
could scarcely have bid at all. But
even if Lightner had not supported
clubs, Culbertson’s underlead of the
A-K would still have been the right
play, since a spade ruff offered the
only realistic chance to defeat the
contract. With a vulnerable game at
stake, the 30-point overtrick that
might have been yielded if South
had the queen of clubs was too neg-
ligible a factor to consider.

When the same hand was played
at the other table, Culbertson’s
teammates bid and made four
hearts with the North-South hands,
producing a net gain of 720 points
on the deal.

West sealed his fate at this table
when he chose the king of clubs as
his opening lead. Even though he
shifted to a spade at trick two, there
was no longer any way for East to
give West a spade ruff, and declarer
made the contract easily.

Tomorrow: The magic number 13.
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“Daddy, is this the birthday when
we go on Social Security
or the next one?”

SELL IT FAST
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Resolve to Stay Informed

L1ke us on Tacebook to stay up-to-date
ON NEWS, weather and sports.
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Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
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Print the answer here:

Jumbles: STRUM
Answer:

to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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(Answers tomorrow)

OUNCE  TRUDGE FONDUE

For the smart child, spotting the fifth letter of the
alphabet was — “E-SEE” TO DO
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