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"AREN'T YOU GOING TO CHALLENGE ME TO A DANCE?"

BRIDGE®

East dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
4873
¥YKJ95
¢AQ32
Q5
WEST EAST
Q1065 4902
YAT763 ¥YQ108
¢85 4J1096
S®A97 SJ632
SOUTH
AaAKIJ4
v42
¢K 74
K 1084
The bidding:
East South West North
Pass 1 NT Pass 24
Pass 26 Pass 3NT

Opening lead — seven of clubs.

This deal occurred in the final of
the 1992 U.S Bridge Champion-
ship. The declarer was Michael
Rosenberg, who reached three
notrump after his partner had used
a variation of Stayman.

West, Norman Kay, who knew by
inference that each opponent held a
major suit, elected to lead a low
club, which proved quite helpful to
declarer. Even so, it still left Rosen-
berg with a lot of guessing to do.

Rosenberg took East’s jack with
the king and led the four hearts to
dummy’s jack. East, Edgar Kaplan,
won with the queen and returned a
club to Kay’s ace. Kay exited with

Tomorrow: High-class defense.
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“A hug is like a boomerang.
You get it back right away.”

SELL IT FAST
| THE CLASSIFIEDS!

BY STEVE BECKER

the club nine to South’s ten.

Rosenberg now led his remainin
heart and misguessed again when
West followed low, losing the nine
to East’s ten. Declarer won Kaplan’s
club return with the eight as Kay
discarded a spade.

Still in search of his ninth trick,
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Rosenberg cashed the spade ace
and then played the K-Q-A of dia-
monds, hoping for a 3-3 division.
But when Kay discarded a heart on
the third diamond (reducing him-
self to the heart ace and Q-10 of
spades), Rosenberg was at the cross-
roads. With the K-J-4 of spades in
his hand and the spade eight and
K-5 of hearts in dummy, he had to
decide whether to try a spade finesse
or attempt an endplay.

Rosenberg reviewed what he had
learned to this point. Kay had led
from a three-card club suit and had
started with two diamonds, mark-
ing him with eight cards in the
majors. Kay was thus a favorite to
have started with four (or five)
spades, increasing the likelihood
that he held the queen, so the spade
finesse was not likely to work.

So, Rosenberg led a heart from
dummy, forcing Kay to win with
the ace and lead a spade into the
K-J, and the game was home.

At the other table, North became
declarer at three notrump. Without
the helpful club lead, he had little
chance, and he finished down one,
losing 10 IMPS.
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Jumbles: ENVOY CRAWL SPRUNG INVERT

Answer: He sold all his possessions and planned to set
out for the — GREAT “UN-OWN”
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