BY CHARLES SCHULZ

GARFIELD®

PEANUTS®
I CANT HELPYOU | | IF YOU DON'T HELP I'LL BUMP
wgglcz%usé H%EX\%K ME, ['LL B(Z{MP l(0(}15r YOUR NOSE!
LBOW
MY %)Nogomewozx ELBOW 50 40U CAN

WRITE STRAIGHT

y.com

LFEEL
HUNGRY.

[ FEEL THE
SAME WAY.

THESE ARE EASY
PROBLEMS

I THINK I'VE POT ON A
LITTLE WINTER WEIGHT

©2026 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE®

BY JIM DAVIS

WHALES

GO SIT ON
AN ICEBERG
s

Z] JTM DAVES 1-19

Distributed by Ancrews McMes! Syndication
by
/A
X

BY CHRIS BROWNE

Y

A PERFECT Wi

©2026 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved

N-WIN/

SUIT

SoVPIDIT

PUAS 198O SMBIpUY AQ ISIP 920Z/59NeULD
L

MG POWN DEEP.,,

i | |-&zD
BY BOB THAVES  PICKLES® BY BRIAN CRANE
| 6OT TIRED OF THANKS, DEAR. SOMETIMES WHEN | . AND FIND THE
I NEgD TO HAVE WAITING FOR ou QOURE A YOURE FACED WITH AN | PATIENCE TO WATT
MY BIRTHDAY T0 RETURN THOSE SWEETHEART. UNPLEASANT TASK, FOR SOMEONE
LIBRARY BOOKS, 00 JUST HAVE TO ELSETO 0O (T,

THEY TURNED THAR
DADBURN NOSES UP

HERE YA GO !!

T THIS ‘'UN, TOO !

TAKEN IN,
e g “ \"Hrttis; S L
BEETLE BAILEY® BY Greg Walker, Brian Walker and Neal Walker BABY BLUES® BY RICK KIRKMAN & JERR
T RESOLVED TO 5TOP READING "GREAT IDEA, WANDA! 5[ TWAT DIDN'T
YOU HAVE 30 MINUTES | WHY CAN'T | ¢ I'D RATHER MAKE YOuU S0 MUCH NEWS TUIS NEAR, 50 | | TILL GO CLEAN TWE GARAGE  [5| SOUND ANNTUING
TO DELIVER THISTO You JUST | : RUN FIVE MILES NOU SHOULD WATCH LESS T. N iU
HEADQUARTERS TEXTITZ || i 5C =
e |
g e . &
g 5 N Ed :
) H ER & 9 N NS § @
THE BORN LOSER® BY ART & CHIP SANSOM BARNEY GOOGLE & SNUFFY SMITH®  BY F.LASSWELL & JOHN ROSE
P ThorRNAPPLE, 1 MUST TELL N 3 WHAT 50 voU 1, P LOWER OUR STANDARDSTY el ML= e AN aaSHAID
YOU THAT YOUR WORK ISNT £ THINKNEEDS ¥y____/ A WHOLE --
RISINGTO OUR COMPANY'S £ TOBEDONE 2 BUNCH'A NEW 5 A
: TO CHANGE THIS? £ RECIPES ON
g H <
§ § Ll £
[

-§§§§%3@

—B-

HI AND LOIS® BY BRIAN & GREG WALKER & CHANCE BROWNE

Mad‘/\

B THIS IS A NICE IDID
SURPRISE ON A

COLD WINTER { I COULD.

THE BEST

res Syndicats:

Inc. Distributed by King Featu

2026 Comicana,

§
g
£
-
g
B

BLONDIE®

CRABGRASS®
WHAT WERE YOU | [ KEVIN AND ME WERE
THINKING RDING YOUR | | | PLAYING DOUBLE
BIKE IN THE HOUSE DARE, DAD.
Wﬁ ilaald T COULDN'T
\ BACK DOWN. /

/

WELL, THOSE
ARE THE
RULES OF A
DOUBLE DARE.

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE®

SO, WHAT MAKES YOU FEEL
YOU'D BE A GOOD FIT HERE AT|;
J.C. DITHERS AND COMPANY? ¢

SO, WAS THE

NEW APPLICANT

A GOOD FIT?
N—"

MEALS AS DISASTER RELIEF."
BY STEVE BECKER

BRIDGE®

East dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
AaAJ2
Y106
¢AQJ32
Q103
WEST EAST
410764 [ T
YKIJ2 ¥83
4106 ¢K8754
S#K 965 SAJ8T742
SOUTH
AaKQ9853
YAQ9754
49
>
The bidding:
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Opening lead — ten of diamonds.

Nearly all the attention to the
U.S. victory over Italy in the 2003
world championship was focused
on the last two deals, which saw the
U.S. overcome a 21-IMP deficit to
win by 1 IMP.

But another deal that made a
critical difference in the outcome
occurred earlier in the 128-board
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match. Italy's Norberto Bocchi and
Giorgio Duboin held the North-
South cards in the auction shown.
North’s two-club response was arti-
ficial, after which a series of relay
bids ended with North-South in six
spades redoubled.

Bob Hamman, West, led a dia-
mond, the suit his partner had
doubled. Duboin put up dummy’s
ace, led a heart to the ace and
played a second heart, planning to
ruff a third round of hearts in
dummy, if necessary, and so make
the slam.

Hamman won the heart with the
jack and, knowing what Duboin
did not know — that the trumps
were divided 4-0 — cleverly contin-
ued with the king of hearts. Duboin
ruffed with dummy’s jack to fore-
stall a potential overruff by East
and then cashed the ace, discover-
ing that he now had to lose a trick
to Hamman’s ten for down one.

Had Duboin cashed the ace or
jack of spades before starting to
play the hearts, he would have
uncovered the trump situation and
then easily made the slam.

At the other table, the U.S. North-
South pair stopped in four spades,
making five, to give the U.S. a
pickup of 12 IMPs. Had Duboin
played a high trump from dummy
at trick two, however, Italy would
have gained 15 IMPs on the deal
and won the world title by 26.

Tomorrow: Abnormal procedure.
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Resolve to Stay Informed

1K€ us on racebook to stay up-to-date
N News, weather and sports.
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
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Now arrange the circled letters

the surprise answer, as
ed by the above cartoon.

Y Y Y Y
N A A AN AN A

Answer
here:

Y Y Y
N A A A

Jumbles: DROLL
Answer:

Saturday’s MULCH

The FBI agents kept questioning the alleged
money launderer hoping he’d — COME CLEAN

(Answers tomorrow)
CHANGE KERNEL

® |



