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"I CELEBRATED PRESIDENTS DAY BY SAYING GOODBYE TO A GRANT,
TWO JACKSONS, THREE LINCOLNS AND A BUNCH OF WASHINGTONS."

BRIDGE®

East dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
aJ975
v632
4J3
S#AQ73
WEST EAST
AAKQI1042 863
vJ Y105
4964 ¢AKQS
SK 105 SJ864
SOUTH
Qi
YAKQ9874
10752
92
The bidding:
East South  West North
Pass 19 1 & 29
) & 49 4 & Dble
Pass 59 Pass Pass
Dble

Opening lead — queen of spades.

The margin between victory and
defeat in a given hand is often
razor-thin. For example, take this
deal from the 1983 Vanderbilt
Team championship.

When Norman Kay and Edgar
Kaplan held the North-South
cards, they wound up in five hearts
doubled on the sequence shown,
and West led the queen of spades,
ruffed by declarer.

Kaplan played a low diamond to

BY STEVE BECKER

the jack at trick two, won by East
with the queen. East returned a
trump to South’s ace, and another
diamond was won by East’s eight.
Back came a second trump to the
king, and Kaplan ruffed the dia-
mond seven with dummy’s last
trump. Next came a spade ruff fol-
lowed by two more trumps, pro-
ducing this position:
North
e
#AQ7
West
a A
SK 105

East
¢ A
$J86

South
v9
410
92

Kaplan now played his last trump,
forcing West to part with a club.
Declarer thereupon discarded
dummy’s jack of spades, forcing
East to also discard a club in order
to keep the ace of diamonds.
Kaplan then led a club to the queen
and took the last three tricks with
the Q-A-7 to make the contract.

Of course, all the cards had to be
perfectly placed, and the timing
also had to be precisely right for the
double squeeze to succeed. But
coincidences like this seem to occur
quite often when there’s a good
helmsman at the wheel.
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“I don’t care for this cherry pie.
| wish George Washington chopped
down a blueberry bush.”
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BOUGHT You WITH A cHECK!
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Resolve to Stay Informed

L1KE US 01 IaCEDOOK 10 stay up-to-date
- 0n nEws, weather and sports.
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Unscramble these Jumbles,

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
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Print answer here:

Answer: When the couple went scuba diving on Valen-

ntent Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as

suggested by the above cartoon.
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mbles: BLEND OFFER PETITE CARAFE

tine’s Day, the result was — DEEP AFFECTION
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