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"HOLD ON...I'M BEING TRANSFERRED TO A DIFFERENT ROBOT."

BRIDGE®

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
NORTH

The bidding:

South West North
26 Pass 4
Opening lead — king of diamonds.

Some deals from the annual world
championship receive only passing
notice because the outcome at both
tables is exactly the same. But this
one from the Italy-U.S. match in
1973 deserved more publicity than
it got.

Nothing much happened at the
first table, where the U.S pair bid
and made four spades. West led the
K-Q-2 of diamonds. South ruffed,
drew trump, lost a club finesse to
East’s queen and eventually dis-
carded his heart loser on dummy’s
fourth club to score 620 points.

At the second table, where Gior-
gio Belladonna was declarer for

East
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BY STEVE BECKER

Italy, West led the K-Q of dia-
monds and shifted to the ten of
hearts. This put an altogether dif-
ferent complexion on the matter. It
now seemed that Belladonna would
lose a heart and a club and go
down one.

But Belladonna made the contract
anyway. He covered the ten of
hearts with the jack, losing to the
king, and ruffed East’s diamond
return. He then played the Q-K-A
of trump, producing this position:

North
YA7T2
A K10
West East
49 ¥YQ86
¥95 Q84
652
South
& 108
v4
S&]73

Belladonna now led the ten of
spades and discarded the ten of
clubs from dummy, eschewing the
club finesse in favor of a squeeze.

East had no answer to this play. If
he discarded a heart, South would
establish an extra trick in dummy
by playing the ace of hearts and
ruffing the deuce; if East discarded
a club instead, South would cash
the A-K of clubs to establish his
jack as the 10th trick. So the deal
was a washout with Italy also scor-
ing 620 points — the hard way!

Tomorrow: There’s only one right play.
©2026 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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IT'S PERFECTLY SAFE,

AND ITLL WEAR OFF IN A
—__FEW MINUTES.

2\

TOUCH IT.

T

WE HAVE: FAMILY THERE..
APRIL WILL BE STAYING-
WITH My COUSIN PND HIS
PLLSTAY WITH
. A

MOMS SCHEDULED FOR
Surcery e Doy b S BT

Dave Whamond

THAT'S A GREAT SoNG! 1T REMINDS ME
oF THE TIME 1 SAW A LITTLE SQUIRREL
WEAS::\EIG _A(_ ng! EP‘EA%II‘\\AIS &FLV\XHICH- 1

D TOo ¥PicK u (o) 1 /

h‘

\

08 :
BN O He's TALKING p2ouT Me, ISN'T He T A W\‘\‘D

JUNMUSILE

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
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Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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Answer:

(Answers tomorrow)
mbles: THEME HYENA SHRINK ROBBER
In the hive, workers would often gather around
the queen to — “BEE” NEAR HER
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