
Johnstown Fire Department 
led the way Thursday as sever-
al  emergency vehicles parad-
ed up Osborne Street and 
around  Conemaugh Memori-
al Medical Center to thank the 
hospital’s staff for their work 
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

“We all are busy, so it’s nice 
that everyone took the time out 
of their day to tell the nurses 
and doctors ‘thank you,’ ” Johns- 
town firefighter Jerry Hileman 
said.

He was the one who orga-
nized this act of kindness after 
seeing fire departments and 

ambulance services doing the 
same throughout the country.

EMS companies from around 
the Johnstown area and the fire 
department set up in the park-
ing lot of Bishop McCort Cath-
olic High School before driving 
onto Osborne Street to salute 
those at the hospital.

Lights and sirens filled the 
8th Ward as more than a dozen 
emergency vehicles moved 
past the hospital and were met 
with clapping and cheers from 
Conemaugh employees.

Staff lined both sides of the 
sidewalk from Franklin Street 
past the emergency entrance 
with signs expressing thanks 
to the first responders for their 
work.

“I think this is  great,” 
Conemaugh registered nurse 
Lisa Hoegg said. “We’ve worked 
really well together through the 
pandemic.”

Hoegg added that the hospi-
tal staff and first responders are 
in this together.

Louie Koharchik, a surgical 
technologist at Conemaugh, 
said he was surprised when he 
found out what was going to 
happen, but glad to see the sup-
port of everyone in the medical 
field.

“You see it around the coun-
try, and it’s really cool to see it 
in our community,” Koharchik 
said.
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Christine Spinos
Title: Director of Acute Care.
Education: BSN.
Where do you work? 

Chan Soon Shiong Medical Center 
at Windber.

Department: Acute Care.
Years of service: 25 at 

CSSMCW, 44 as an RN.
Area of expertise: Critical 

Care.
What are your 

thoughts/concerns about 
working through the 
COVID-19 crisis?

When we graduate from nurs-
ing school, we pledge to devote 
ourselves to the welfare of those 
committed to our care. None of 
us thought we would be caring for 
patients during a worldwide pan-

demic. Caring for these patients 
has become a great challenge for 
the nursing and medical staffs, 
as well as all on the front lines of 
this pandemic.

As challenging a task as it is, 
we are proud and humbled – and 
not a little gratified – to see 
patients recover and leave the 
hospital to return to their fami-
lies. Fortunately, one challenge 
with which we do not have is the 
lack of personal protective equip-
ment. Because this virus is highly 
contagious, patients cannot see 
and visit with family or friends, 
so in addition to caring for our 
patients, we are their only link to 
the outside world.

We keep the patients’ family 
informed as to their condition, but 
very often we are at the bedside 
of the patients to give comfort 
and reassurance, especially for 
those patients who are losing the 
battle with COVID-19. The gratify-
ing side is seeing these patients 
improve and knowing that we 
helped to return the patients to 
health and see the smiles on their 
faces when they’re reunited with 
their loved ones. I would per-

sonally like to thank the nursing 
staff, the respiratory therapists, 
and all of our front-line staff at 
CSSMCW for the care they give to 
our patients.

Community of resi-
dence: Windber.

Health Care Heroes is a 
project of The Tribune-Demo-
crat and local medical centers 
to spotlight individuals work-
ing in health-related fields.
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The COVID-19 pandem-
ic delivered the latest body 
blow to a mainstay event in the 
region, as organizers canceled 
the annual All American Ama-
teur Baseball Association Tour-
nament, set for August.

George 
Arcurio III, 
president of 
the Johns- 
town Old-
timers Base-
ball Associ-
ation, which 
sponsors 
the August 
event, cited 
the signifi-
cant loss of 

sponsorship revenue as well as 
uncertainty surrounding the 
availability of housing for the 
players and coaches, meals for 
the participants and fields to 
play games on.

Even the number of franchis-
es able to compete in the tradi-
tional 16-team field remained 
uncertain as of Thursday, Arcu-
rio said.

“It is with deep regret that 
I, along with the Johnstown 
Oldtimers Board of Direc-
tors, announce the cancella-
tion of the ... annual AAABA 
Tournament,” Arcurio said in 
a detailed statement explain-
ing the decision. “As everybody 
is aware, the AAABA Tour-
nament is a Johnstown and 
national tradition. So, after 
47 years with the AAABA, it 

AAABA Tournament canceled

BY MIKE MASTOVICH
MMASTOVICH@TRIBDEM.COM

Organizers 
cite virus 
uncertainty 
as reason

On the day before a promised 
announcement of areas where 
COVID-19 related restrictions 
will be eased, state Secretary 
of Health Dr. Rachel Levine 
on Thursday previewed what 
counties may expect.

Levine said Gov. Tom Wolf 
will announce Friday what 
areas will be moved from the 
current statewide red phase to 
a yellow phase with some busi-
nesses reopening.

“There will be some business-
es that will remain closed, espe-
cially those businesses where 
large numbers of people would 
congregate,” Levine said during 
the Department of Health’s 

Pa. adds 
nearly 
1,400 
cases

BY RANDY GRIFFITH
RGRIFFITH@TRIBDEM.COM

HARRISBURG – Gov. Tom Wolf said Thurs-
day that as the state begins to slowly relax social 
distancing restrictions in some parts of the state, 
it will serve as a test to see what kind of activities 
can safely resume.

“My sense, as we get into the yellow phase,” Wolf 
said, “is it’s going to be an experiment for all us.”

The governor is scheduled to announce today 
the state’s strategy for relaxing social distanc-
ing rules beginning on May 8 in areas of the state 
deemed ready.

Construction and outside recreational activities, 
such as golfing, boating and camping in private 
campgrounds, are allowed to resume today.

The state began implementing mitigation 
efforts to slow the spread of coronavirus in mid-
March, closing schools and barring most non-es-
sential businesses from operating, other than 
work that can be completed remotely by workers 
sheltering at home.

“The whole thing here is that this is a war, we’re 
all fighting, 12.8 million Pennsylvanians,” he said. 

“This is only going to work if the overwhelming 

majority of Pennsylvanians want to make it work.”
Wolf  already indicated that the areas most like-

ly to see restrictions relaxed are the Northcentral 
and Northwestern regions of the state.

The governor announced last week that the 
state will use a phase-approach to transition 
regions from the current “red phase” in which 
most businesses are closed and people are expect-
ed to follow a stay-at-home order, to a “yellow 
phase” in which non-essential businesses will be 
allowed to reopen while following safety guide-
lines.

Even so, Health Secretary Dr. Rachel Levine 
said state officials hope that people who’ve been 
working remotely from home will continue to do 
so.

“As we do this, we want to get back to life as 
quickly as we can but we want to keep Pennsylva-
nia safe,” Wolf said.

Other key openings:

• Most child care operations in the state have 
been closed. They will be allowed to reopen 

What’s likely to change as state 
eases coronavirus restrictions
BY JOHN FINNERTY
CNHI STATE REPORTER

City’s fire, EMS agencies honor hospital staff
BY JOSHUA BYERS
JBYERS@TRIBDEM.COM

JOHN RUCOSKY/THE TRIBUNE-DEMOCRAT

Firefighters, police and EMS from Johnstown salute healthcare workers by driving around Conemaugh Memorial Medical Center on Thursday, while employ-
ees line the street holding signs thanking the first responders.
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