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By Natalie Kennedy
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WELLSBORO — Several 

parents and others spoke in 

support of a Gay-Straight Alli-

ance, or Equality Club to sup-

port the LGBTQ+ students, 

while others said that clubs 

should focus on education.
Supporters said a GSA or 

Equality Club reduces stress 

among LGBTQ+ students. 

Schools with that type of sup-

port report lower absentee-

ism among LGBTQ+ students, 

higher grade point averages 

and graduation rates, fewer 

suicide attempts and an in-

creased likelihood of going 

on to college or a career tech 

school.
“It literally saves lives,” said 

Carrie Heath, a former teacher, 

adding there are 4,000 GSA 

groups in schools nationwide.

Lilac Burke, a student from 

Mansfield, said that under the 

Equal Access Act, a school that 

allows non-curricular clubs 

Visitors lobby for Equality Club at WASD
Opponents want 

fewer clubs, 
more focus on 

education

By Cheryl A. Clarke
cclarke@tiogapublishing.com

BLOSSBURG – The 
district’s policy on disci-
plining off campus activ-
ities was approved, but 
not until after a lengthy 
discussion between ad-
ministration members 
and board vice president 
Sean Bartlett during the 
Southern Tioga School 
District’s board of direc-
tors meeting Monday, 
Aug. 8.

Bartlett disagreed 
with policy number 218, 
saying that he “can’t sup-
port the policy of dis-
cipling off-campus ac-
tivities,” and asked the 
board to consider remov-
ing the language.

“The district’s athletic 
team code of conduct 
bans illegal substances 
or alcoholic substances,” 
Bartlett said.

District superinten-
dent Sam Rotella replied 
that “If we were to say 
we can’t enforce any dis-
cipline at all for anything 
that occurs off campus, 
then we would be pro-
hibited from enforcing 
the code of conduct or 
anything that would in-
terfere with the day-to-
day education of our stu-
dents.”

Bartlett pressed that 
“students and parents 
have already signed the 
code of conduct. My ar-
gument is we can’t say 
we have the right to pun-
ish you for off-campus 
activities. You couldn’t 

suspend them for drink-
ing off campus, but you 
could suspend them 
from the team.”

Rotella said the dis-
trict “doesn’t suspend 
students from school 
for drinking only if any 
of those things affects 
safety or could interfere 
with another student’s 
education. Your request 
makes it very black and 
white; 90% of issues are 
brought to us by parents’ 
concerns saying this is 
happening off campus so 
we refer it to law enforce-
ment. When students feel 
threatened either per-
sonally or online, we try 
to protect that student 
without discipline. Off 
campus does not have a 
physical boundary.”

Bartlett reiterated that 
he has “always objected 
to this assertion that if 
it interferes with the op-
eration of the school if it 
happens off campus, is 
not reasonable.”

Board members Jim 
Nobles and Jim Kreger 
both thought the rule 
was fine the way it is.

“You have to trust the 
administration,” Kreger 
said.

“But do you think that 
rule should always give 
that right? I don’t think 
it should be,” Bartlett 

Board disagrees 
over disciplining 
off-campus acts

By Natalie Kennedy
nkennedy@tiogapublishing.com

WHITNEYVILLE — 
Darby Stetter of Liberty 
will reign as the 2022 Tio-
ga County Fair Queen.

Darby, the daughter 
of Mitch and Robin Stet-
ter, was crowned during 
ceremonies Sunday eve-
ning, Aug. 7, before the 
official opening of the 
Fair. She will receive a 
$500 award, a $500 schol-
arship at the conclusion 
of her reign, and a $250 
gift certificate to Dun-
ham’s Department Store 
to purchase clothing for 

the state pageant.
“I’m just excited,” said 

Darby minutes after be-
ing named queen. “I love 
representing agricul-
ture.”

Darby will be exhibit-
ing several dairy cows 
during the Fair. A senior 
at North Penn-Liberty 
High School, she has ex-
hibited 4-H projects in 
the past including cro-
cheting, needlework, 
cooking and flowers.

Nina Coolidge of 
Wellsboro, daugh-
ter of Stacy and Lance 
Coolidge, will serve as 
first alternate with Ash-

lyn Cummings, daugh-
ter of Josh and the late 
Autumn Cummings, as 
second alternate. Each 
alternate will receive a 
$250 award.

Ashlyn also won 
the Miss Congeniality 
award, selected by the 
other contestants, and the 
People’s Choice award, 
for which she received 
gift cards to Starbucks. 
The People’s Choice is an 
inaugural voting method 
where the public can do-
nate money to “cast their 
ballot” for their favorite 
candidate. All proceeds 
are used to benefit the 

queen program.
Nina, a sophomore 

at Penn State Univer-
sity Main Campus, is 
showing two hogs and 
a market steer this year. 
Ashlyn will exhibit both 
market and dairy goats 
at the Fair.

“I’m excited to rep-
resent the Fair,” Ashlyn 
said.

“Just being able to ad-
vertise agriculture to the 
public and those who 
may not know the differ-
ent sectors of agriculture 
like forestry,” said Nina.

Liberty teen wins crown of 

Tioga County Fair Queen

photo by NATALIE KENNEDY

Tioga County Fair Queen darby stetter is seated with her court, First Alternate Nina Coolidge (left) 

and second Alternate Ashlyn Cummings (right).

SOUTHERN
TIOGA SCHOOL 

DISTRICT

By Natalie Kennedy
nkennedy@tiogapublishing.com

WELLSBORO — Call 
it a mystery or maybe 
history, but a visitor 
learned a little more 
about his family from a 
photograph.

Phil McCracken, 
whose family is from 
Clearfield County and 
grew up in Cumberland 
County, has been a fre-
quent visitor to the area 
for many years.

“I got into genealogy 
after anyone I could ask 
questions to was gone,” 
he said.

For the past 20 years, 
he’s wondered who took 
the large framed, hand-
tinted photograph of 
the Pennsylvania Grand 
Canyon that hangs above 
the mantle in the Penn 
Wells Hotel lobby.

McCracken had 

discovered a near identi-
cal photo among his fa-
ther’s possessions. Were 
the photos by the same 
photographer, his ances-
tor, he wondered?

“My grandfather had 
it in the house and then 
my father, Philip III,” 

McCracken said. “When 

he had to sell the house, 

I obtained it and put it in 

storage.”
Along with the large 

photograph, he found 

two smaller prints of the 

By Donna LeSchander
dleschander 

@tiogapublishing.com

WELLSBORO — Sena-
tor Robert Casey visited 
here fresh off the passage 
of the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act, announced on 
Aug. 7 as a historic bill 
that will lower consumer 
costs for families and ad-
dress the climate crisis, 
among other provisions.

Casey was also in-
strumental in the Aug. 2 
passage of the PACT Act, 
which expands veter-
ans’ access to health care 
through the Department 
of Veterans Affairs.

“Tie all these issues to-
gether and it’s one word: 
rural,” said Casey.

Casey discussed the 
impact that IRA, PACT 
and other recent initia-
tives will have on rural 

and small town residents.
PACT stands for 

Promise to Address 
Comprehensive Tox-
ics and will offer care 

for veterans who were 
exposed to burn pits or 
Agent Orange during 

Sen. Casey talks recent 

bills at Wellsboro stop

photo by DONNA LESCHANDER

senator Bob Casey stands near Wellsboro’s ma-

jor infrastructure project on Aug. 8.

Old photos uncover area’s 

pictoral history, family ties

photo by NATALIE KENNEDY

Phil McCracken stands in front of the E.R. shum-

way photo in the lobby of the Penn Wells Hotel.
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UPMC Wellsboro is bringing world-class specialty providers close to home byutilizing state-of-the-art video conference technology. Patients can now be connected to experts outside of Wellsboro in specialties such as dermatology, endocrinology,and pulmonology through telemedicine video visits. 
To schedule a video visit or learn more, visit UPMC.com/TelemedicineWellsboro.
UPMC Telemedicine Services – Wellsboro
32-36 Central Ave.
Wellsboro, PA 16901

Video Visits Now in Wellsboro
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The 70th annual Woodsmen Show will take place Aug. 5, 6 and 7 in Cherry Springs State Park just outside of Gale-ton. The festival is spon-sored by the Galeton Rotary Club and Visit Potter-Tioga. The money 

raised at the event sup-ports a variety of com-munity organizations.
This year the Woods-men Show is dedicated in memory of Rotarian Bob Spencer who passed away in October. He of-ten helped work at the admission gate with his wife at the festival.

On Friday the festival 

will feature a variety of amateur competitions such as the ax throw, two-man cross cut and two-man log roll. Those who wish to participate can register on their web-site or that morning at the show. Amateur com-petitions are set to take place in the afternoon.
Saturday will feature 

the lumberjack competi-
tion that will take place 
from noon to 3 p.m. in 
the arena. This involves 
some of the top lumber-
jacks in the nation com-
peting in events includ-
ing the two-man log roll, 
axe throw, springboard 
and tree felling. There 

Woodsmen Show returns to 
Cherry Springs this weekend

By Marilyn McCann
marilynm 

@tiogapublishing.com

TIOGA — Sheriffs, K9s, a helicopter and a bear – oh my! These are only a few of the educa-tional demonstrations experienced at Tioga County’s 4th National Night Out at Ives Run on Tuesday, Aug. 2.
National Night Out is a nation-wide event geared towards bringing communities together to enhance their relation-ship with law enforce-ment.

Sheriff Frank Levin-doski officially kicked off the event by asking at-tendees to join him in the Pledge of Allegiance.
“We are so pleased to see the number of people here tonight,” said Le-vindoski. “We are one of over 16,000 communities in the United States par-taking in National Night Out.”

Notably, Tioga County represented well, with an estimate of over 500 people attending.
“Get to know your law enforcement officers,” said Levindoski, “we want this to be a grass root effort; we want to do crime prevention, drug prevention and violence prevention.

“We have it pretty good in Tioga County, but it could be better, 

By Donna LeSchander
dleschander 

@tiogapublishing.com

Northern Pennsylva-nia Regional College and Commonwealth Univer-sity signed a guaranteed transfer agreement on July 28.
This agreement en-sures that many NPRC credits can be trans-ferred to one of the three schools in the CU system: Mansfield, Lock Haven and Bloomsburg univer-sities. It includes guar-anteed transfer of credits for students completing an associates degree (a two-year program) into four different programs at CU. This will lead to a bachelor’s degree at one of the CU schools.

“It’s important that the CU considers us peers,” said NPRC Presi-dent Susan Snelick. “We don’t take this recom-mendation lightly. It shows our programs are legitimate.”
NPRC offers AA de-grees in all of its disci-plines.
“We were having con-versations with MU and Lock Haven before the consolidation and that process kind of slowed it down. Now we’re all set and we’re looking out-

ward,” said Snelick.
NPRC began operat-

ing independently in 2020 after being associ-ated with Gannon Uni-versity since 2017. They operate in nine coun-ties, including Potter and McKean counties, at more than 20 locations.
“Our programs are not online,” said Sneak. “This is live instruction through Zoom and in-person attendance. Our model is synchronous.”
In Potter County, there are NPRC locations at Austin and Galeton schools and the Educa-tional Council in Coud-ersport. Students either meet for class at the NPRC location or Zoom in remotely.

Snelick noted that the goal is to have each stu-dent attend in-person at least once a semester.
“Students want to be in classrooms with other students,” she said. “It’s also community bond-ing.”
The school has a tra-ditional fall and spring semester, with summer programs as well.
Many students are new to higher education and need extra support. NPRC provides a student engagement specialist for 

Commonwealth 
U., NPRC sign 
transfer agreement

Record crowd at Night Out

photo by MARILYN MCCANNRob Minnich, a warden with the Pennsylvania game Commission, prepares to ear tag a bear trapped in Mansfield. He also pulled a tooth that will be cut in half, telling the age of the bear.

By Marilyn McCann
marilynm 

@tiogapublishing.com

LAWRENCEVILLE — Many residents of Law-renceville Borough are displeased with borough council and council was quick to mirror that at the Aug. 1 meeting.
Tempers flared with several residents claim-ing council member Michelle Courtright called borough residents “scum” on social media, one attendee used pro-fanity and, lastly, council president Gordy Chilson called a resident a “wise-a**.”

The air of volatility re-mained throughout the meeting, as council tried to approve a building permit that carries a $50 

fee, on a Mechanic Street residence. Residents ob-jected to that action with-out a zoning officer in the borough or lack of a visu-al inspection by anyone.
“Who is signing off on this; how this can be done without a ‘building permit person’,” council member Cindy Burrows asked. “How do you ap-prove it if you visually don’t go out and see it? We can’t sign this with-out a zoning officer, or take their money.”

Despite the objection, other council members motioned and voted to allow council to ap-prove the permit once it had been perused by all council members in at-tendance.
In old business, poten-tial operators for the va-

cant position of certified water operator have been contacted, with Chilson stating he has an addi-tional candidate and will have the DEP give cre-dentials.
Audience mem-bers were heard to say “what’s the plan?” and “this has been going on for two months,” with Burrows adding, “I have five and will give those names when Chilson and Penzone resign.” Resi-dents responded with applause.

Council approved spending $4,600 and a check was cut to pur-chase playground mulch. The audience questioned whether the mulch was certified for playground use. Mayor Kris Davis said that the vendor will 

be contacted and that the 
borough will obtain a 
copy of the certificate.

One resident ques-
tioned about an alleged 
$69,000 that is missing 
from the library account, 
noting that perhaps it 
was a mistake or invest-
ment. Chilson said no 
funds are missing; rath-
er, they are “in review for 
the profit and loss.”

Council approved the 
purchase of four street 
signs, at an approximate 
cost of $80 plus installa-
tion, to be placed in the 
Mechanics Street area 
where a deaf child re-
sides. Before the vote, 
Chilson requested spe-
cific information about 
the exact address of the 
child.

Tension still simmers between 
Lawrenceville council, residents

By Marilyn McCann
marilynm@ 

tiogapublishing.com

The Galeton Parks and Recreation commit-tee has a vision that will bring more summer fun and entertainment to Center Town Park.
Galeton native Clyde Pierce is spearheading a project to build a splash pad. With the commit-tee’s blessing, Pierce was anxious to get this proj-ect off the ground and in the works.

“We started creating a master plan for Galeton a few years back,” said Pierce. “So once we de-cided what we wanted 

to do, we applied for a 
Department of Economic 
Development grant in 
the amount of $40,000.”

“The committee ap-
plied in January. To ob-
tain approval for that 
grant, though, the Bor-
ough of Galeton had to 
have funds for the proj-
ect that at least matched 
our request.”

Donations from Gale-
ton’s Rotary Club, as 
well as the Women of the 
Galeton Moose kicked 
things off, according to 
Pierce.

“Incredibly, STL Re-
sources, one of the gas 
exploration companies 

Splash pad is 
future vision  
of Galeton
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UPMC Wellsboro is bringing world-class specialty providers close to home by

utilizing state-of-the-art video conference technology. Patients can now be connected 

to experts outside of Wellsboro in specialties such as dermatology, endocrinology,

and pulmonology through telemedicine video visits. 

To schedule a video visit or learn more, visit UPMC.com/TelemedicineWellsboro.

UPMC Telemedicine Services – Wellsboro

32-36 Central Ave.

Wellsboro, PA 16901

Video Visits Now in Wellsboro
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By Marilyn McCann
marilynm 

@tiogapublishing.com

TIOGA — Sheriffs, 

K9s, a helicopter and a 

bear – oh my! These are 

only a few of the educa-

tional demonstrations 

experienced at Tioga 

County’s 4th National 

Night Out at Ives Run on 

Tuesday, Aug. 2.
National Night Out 

is a nation-wide event 

geared towards bringing 

communities together to 

enhance their relation-

ship with law enforce-

ment.
Sheriff Frank Levin-

doski officially kicked off 

the event by asking at-

tendees to join him in the 

Pledge of Allegiance.
“We are so pleased to 

see the number of people 

here tonight,” said Le-

vindoski. “We are one of 

over 16,000 communities 

in the United States par-

taking in National Night 

Out.”
Notably, Tioga County 

represented well, with 

an estimate of over 500 

people attending.
“Get to know your law 

enforcement officers,” 

said Levindoski, “we 

want this to be a grass 

root effort; we want to do 

crime prevention, drug 

prevention and violence 

prevention.

“We have it pretty 

good in Tioga County, 

but it could be better, 

right? So us – working to-

gether – we can do that.”

Eventgoers were 

treated to demonstra-

tions by members of 

Laurel Mountain Search 

and Rescue. Lisa Rice 

brought her K9, Dude, to 

show his ability to find 

illegal drugs. As people 

watched Dude walk and 

sniff the circumference 

of a pickup, he quickly 

Night Out has record crowd

photo by MARILYN MCCANN

Tioga County Sheriff Frank Levindoski is shown with Emmerson Fay, who 

correctly answered his question of why National Night Out is held. “To 

bring people together,” said Fay. For her correct answer, she was awarded 

with a card for a free ice cream cone at Main Street Creamery, Wellsboro.

Annual event 

brings first 
responders, 

public 
together

By Natalie Kennedy

nkennedy@tiogapublishing.com

WELLSBORO — The 

first ever Wellsboro Com-

ic Con, which is shaping 

up to be a really big dea, 

began as a simple desire 

to say thanks.
An estimated 3,000 

people are expected to 

fill Wellsboro the week-

end of Aug. 13-14, many 

to meet Roy Thomas, co-

creator of Wolverine and 

Ghost Rider and succes-

sor to Marvel legend Stan 

Lee. There will be work-

shops, panels, a cosplay/

costume contest, kid and 

family activities, and 85 

vendors.
It began on a Sunday 

afternoon, Jan. 2 to be ex-

act, when Pop’s Culture 

Shoppe owners Julian 

and Anja Stam discussed 

the business’ survival 

during the pandemic 

and upcoming 10th an-

niversary. Wouldn’t it be 

nice, they said, to have an 

event to thank the com-

munity?
Julian had a connec-

tion to Roy Thomas’s 

agent, and had recently 

purchased the entire in-

ventory of comics from 

a store going out of busi-

ness.
They began planning 

and made arrangements 

for Thomas to come to 

Wellsboro. They rented a 

room at the Deane Cen-

ter. Maybe it should be 

bigger with some other 

activities? Yes, they de-

cided. So they rented the 

entire building.
“It kept snowballing,” 

Anja said.
It continued to grow 

as more artists, vendors 

and local organizations 

got involved, and the 

chamber supported it. 

They rented the Ware-

house Theatre, got per-

mission to have events on 

Comic Con is 

next weekend

photo by NATALIE KENNEDY

Julian and Anja Stam hold some of the books au-

thored by the writers and artists attending this 

year’s inaugural Wellsboro Comic Con.

By Donna LeSchander

dleschander@tiogapublishing.com

Northern Pennsylvania Region-

al College and Commonwealth 

University signed a guaranteed 

transfer agreement on July 28.

This agreement ensures that 

many NPRC credits can be trans-

ferred to one of the three schools 

in the CU system: Mansfield, Lock 

Haven and Bloomsburg universi-

ties. It includes guaranteed trans-

fer of credits for students com-

pleting an associates degree (a 

two-year program) into four dif-

ferent programs at CU. This will 

lead to a bachelor’s degree at one 

of the CU schools.
“It’s important that the CU 

considers us peers,” said NPRC 

President Susan Snelick. “We don’t 

take this recommendation lightly. 

It shows our programs are legiti-

mate.”
NPRC offers AA degrees in all 

of its disciplines.
“We were having conversations 

with MU and Lock Haven before 

the consolidation and that process 

kind of slowed it down. Now we’re 

all set and we’re looking outward,” 

said Snelick.
NPRC began operating inde-

pendently in 2020 after being as-

sociated with Gannon University 

since 2017. They operate in nine 

counties, including Potter and 

McKean counties, at more than 20 

locations.

NPRC, Commonweath University 

sign credit transfer agreement

By Shelby Alexander

shelbya@tiogapublishing.com

The Endless Mountain 

Music Festival recently 

performed for the Bloss-

burg Memorial Library 

summer reading pro-

gram. About 30 kids had 

the opportunity to learn 

about historical aspects 

of music and different 

instruments while enjoy-

ing many songs.
There were nine mu-

sicians that performed 

in the program which 

consisted of four wood-

winds, three strings and 

two brass instruments. 

They played songs that 

showcased the capabili-

ties of each instrument. 

These songs connected 

“Baby Shark” with other 

well-known musicians, 

Bach and Mozart as well 

as the genre of jazz.
Blossburg Library Di-

rector Lis Miranda ex-

pressed her gratitude to 

the music festival for all 

that they do.
“I’m so happy that 

Endless Mountain part-

ners with us, and this 

is our first time having 

them back after Covid 

too,” said Miranda. “Mu-

sic is a good way to tie 

our programs together. 

With programs like 

this we’re able to fulfill 

STEAM fields.”
STEAM stands for sci-

ence, technology, engi-

neering, arts and math. 

By using this criteria to 

plan the library’s sum-

mer programs, kids are 

able to gain valuable 

knowledge throughout 

the summer.
“People should know 

that any program at the 

library is a benefit for the 

Festival performers give 

back to community

See NIGHT on page 12A

See COMIC on page 12A

See SIGN on page 12A

See SHARK on page 12A

By Marilyn McCann
marilynm 

@tiogapublishing.com

LAWRENCEVILLE — 

Many residents of Law-

renceville Borough are 

displeased with borough 

council and council was 

quick to mirror that at 

the Aug. 1 meeting.
Tempers flared with 

several residents claim-

ing council member 

Michelle Courtright 

called borough residents 

“scum” on social media, 

one attendee used pro-

fanity and, lastly, council 

president Gordy Chilson 

called a resident a “wise-

a**.”
The air of volatility re-

mained throughout the 

meeting, as council tried 

to approve a building 

permit that carries a $50 

fee, on a Mechanic Street 

residence. Residents ob-

jected to that action with-

out a zoning officer in the 

borough or lack of a visu-

al inspection by anyone.

“Who is signing off 

on this; how this can be 

done without a ‘building 

permit person’,” council 

member Cindy Burrows 

asked. “How do you ap-

prove it if you visually 

don’t go out and see it? 

We can’t sign this with-

out a zoning officer, or 

take their money.”
Despite the objection, 

other council members 

motioned and voted 

to allow council to ap-

prove the permit once it 

had been perused by all 

council members in at-

tendance.
In old business, poten-

tial operators for the va-

cant position of certified 

Hostility still simmers 

between council, residents

See SIMMERS on page 12A
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By Donna LeSchanderdleschander@tiogapublishing.com

Northern Pennsylva-nia Regional College and Commonwealth Univer-sity signed a guaranteed transfer agreement on July 28.
This agreement en-sures that many NPRC credits can be trans-ferred to one of the three schools in the CU system: Mansfield, Lock Haven and Bloomsburg univer-

sities. It includes guar-anteed transfer of credits for students completing an associates degree (a two year program) into four different programs at CU. This will lead to a bachelor’s degree at one of the CU schools.“It’s important that they CU considers us peers,” said NPRC presi-dent Susan Snelick. “We don’t take this recom-mendation lightly. It shows our programs are 

legitimate.”
Students who com-plete an AA at NPRC can complete their BA in As-sociate of Arts in liberal ltudies with a B.S. in in-terdisciplinary studies; Associate of Arts in so-cial sciences with a B.S. in social work; Associate of Science in business ad-ministration with a B.S. in business administra-tion; Associate of Science in criminal justice with a B.S in criminal justice.

NPRC offers AA de-grees in all of the above disciplines.
“We were having con-versations with MU and Lock Haven before the consolidation and that process kind of slowed it down. Now we’re all set and we’re looking out-ward,” said Snelick.NPRC began operat-ing independently in 2020 after being associ-ated with Gannon Uni-versity since 2017. They 

operate in nine counties at more than 20 locations.“Our programs are not online,” said Sneak. “This is live instruction through Zoom and in-person attendance. Our model is synchronous.”In Potter County there are NPRC locations at Austin school, Galeton school and the Educa-tional Council in Coud-ersport. Students either 

NPRC, Commonweath U. sign transfer agreement, begin academic partnership

submitted

Pictured (left-right): NPRC Board of Trustees Chairperson Kate Brock; NPRC VP of Academic and Student Affairs Melinda 

Saunders; NPRC President Susan Snelick; CU Provost Dr. Diana Rogers-Adkinson; CU VP of Enrollment Management Stephen 

Lee; NPRC Board of Trustees member and former NPRC Chief of Staff Duane Vicini.

See TRANSFER on page 7

By Marilyn McCann
marilynm@tiogapublishing.com

The Galeton Parks and Recreation committee have a vision that will bring summer fun and entertainment to Center-town Park.
Galeton native Clyde 

Pierce is responsible for spearheading this proj-ect. With the commit-tee’s blessing, Pierce was anxious to get the project off the ground and in the works.
“We started creating a master plan for Galeton 

Splash pad coming to Centertown Park

See SPLASH on page 7

The annual Allegany Mountain Engine and Implement Association dem-
onstration was held recently on the AMEIA grounds in Port Allegany. The 
event invites guests to join in on a look back in time with antique engines, 
tractors and implements “when being old is cool.” Events included a trac-
tor parade, kiddie parade, engine displays, crafts, quilting demonstrations, 
baler demonstrations, vendors and more. 

AMEIA holds demonstration, festival

By Shelby Alexandershelbya@tiogapublishing.com

The 70th annual Woodsmen Show will takes place Aug. 5, 6 and 7 in Cherry Springs State Park just outside of Gale-ton. The festival is spon-sored by the Galeton Rotary Club and Visit Potter-Tioga. The money raised at the event sup-ports a variety of com-munity organizations.This year the Woods-men Show is dedicated in memory of Rotarian Bob Spencer who died in October. He and his wife often helped work at the festival’s admission gate.On Friday the festival will feature a variety of amateur competitions such as the ax throw, two-man cross cut and two-man log roll. Par-ticipants can register on the website or that morn-ing at the show. Amateur competitions are set to take place in the after-noon.
Saturday will feature the lumberjack competi-tion that will take place from noon to 3 p.m. in the arena. This involves some of the top lumber-jacks in the nation com-peting in events includ-ing the two-man log roll, axe throw, springboard and tree felling. There will also be equipment 

Woodsmen 
Show to 
take place 
Aug. 5-7

See WOODSMEN on 
page 7

By Natalie Kennedy
nkennedy@tiogapublishing.com

The Ulysses Munici-pal Authority will re-ceive more than $181,711 towards its upgrades to the borough water sys-tem.
The board of com-missioners awarded the Community Develop-ment Block Grant fund-ing at the July 28 meet-ing.

Ulysses Municipal Au-thority will use the funds to make improvements to the water system pump station, booster station, reservoir liner, fire hy-drants, chlorine building and to install a portion of new water main.

The county received a total of $221,598 and will retain $39,887 for admin-istrative fees.
The new monies for the Ulysses project will be added to $197,000 re-ceived in 2020 for the same project. The CO-VID-19 pandemic has caused massive inflation in material and labor costs so that construction project costs have more than doubled since that 2020 funding was award-ed.

The county received two other requests for funding: one to remodel a bowling alley, which the board said did not fit eligibility criteria, and Galeton Borough. The 

board recommended that Galeton continue to ap-ply for funding.In other business, Commissioner Paul Heimel reported on his attendance at the Nation-al Association of Coun-ties, where he accepted an appointment to serve on the Tourist Dependent and Gateway Counties Committee.
This committee, he said, reviews successful strategies for recruiting tourists, accommodat-ing them, minimizing negative impacts on the community and work-ing with communities to emphasize assets that 

Potter awards $181G to Ulysses water upgrade

See WATER on page 7
By Natalie Kennedy

nkennedy@tiogapublishing.com

Volunteers made their way through Gen-esee Township, install-ing smoke detectors to enhance safety for the residents.
In all, 70 households received smoke detectors during the door-to-door smoke detector instal-

lation on July 23, a joint project of the fire depart-ment and the American Red Cross.
The volunteer fire department, Red Cross staff were joined by vol-unteers from Potter, Tio-ga, Lycoming, Centre, Clearfield, Elk and Union counties.

In that one day, a to-tal of 173 alarms were 

installed affecting 161 household residents.The initiative, said Commissioner Nancy Grupp, began following an April fire in Genesee that took the lives of five children.
In a July 28 commis-sioners meeting, Grupp noted that the day began slowly with 17 scheduled appointments. 

However, volunteers took the initiative to go door-to-door and even-tually visited 70 house-holds.
Grupp was unable to attend the installation, although Commissioner Barry Hayman did take part.

The county utilized 

Genesee installs 173 smoke detectors

See SMOKE on page 7
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