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SUNDAY PUZZLER
ACROSS
1 Discard
6 Once in a blue --
10 Innocent one
14 Flaubert’s Bovary
18 Maker of barrels
20 Isaac’s son
21 Overlook
22 Unwilling
24 Claim
25 Wraparound garment
26 Colorful fish
27 Young feline
29 Told a tale
30 Needy
32 Defunct airliner
34 Cummerbund
36 Source of poi
37 Reply (Abbr.)
38 City in Germany
39 Stops working
41 Beery or Webster
43 Tier
44 Something attractive
45 Join
47 Rugged rock
49 Hate
52 Soft mineral
53 Former student, for short
55 Having three lobes
59 Occurrence
60 Smooth and shiny
62 — of March
64 Flat surface
65 VIP’s car
66 Rings
67 Psychic’s gift (Abbr.)
69 Ump’s cousin
71 Opposer
72 High mountain
73 Seals
74 — Jima
75 Handle with skill
77 Pull
78 Stage direction
80 Tempted
82 Decree
84 Daisylike flower
85 Mild oath
87 Appraise
88 Dieter’s concern
89 National song
90 Copied
92 Deceptive movement
93 Hosp. area
94 Giving one
96 Mineral
97 Stir vigorously
99 Ology
102 “Get out!”
104 Harden
105 Title for a monk
106 Sprite
107 Patient’s complaint
108 Jeweler’s glass
110 Bottle
112 Every 12 months
114 Disorder
115 False
117 Bed for a newborn
119 Let it stand
120 Rorquals
121 Fly up and around
123 Folded
125 Victuals
126 Neighbor of Mex.
129 Standard

131 Secret crime group
132 Disfigure
133 Hotel
136 Howard and Perlman
138 Laze about
140 Piggery
141 Clenched hand
142 Cheese variety
143 Papal representative
145 Green stone
147 Leggy bird
149 Old Roman poet
151 Chinese weight
152 Bouquet
153 Type
154 Revised
155 Whirlpool
156 Smell a lot
157 Randall or Bennett
158 Active people
DOWN
1 Milan’s La --
2 Firth or Farrell
3 Parts
4 Mimicked
5 Clothespin
6 Subatomic particle
7 Eskers
8 Rowing essential
9 Bother
10 Sell illegal copies
11 Elec. unit
12 Prejudice
13 Hale the patriot
14 Indiana city
15 Miss Piggy’s “me”
16 Actor Bomer
17 Rose oil
19 Loud sound
23 Big sandwich
28 The present
31 A pronoun
33 Do wrong
35 Relative of an org.
38 Police action
39 People
40 Money substitute
42 Stringed instrument
44 Former late-night host Jay
45 Phones
46 Little bit
48 — monster
49 Walter — — Mare
50 Wickedness
51 Stormy
52 Lean
54 Speak of with contempt
56 Unbelievable
57 Know by feeling
58 Condescend
60 Tart
61 Salamander
63 — eye to eye
66 Insulated container
68 Evening party
70 Ornate
73 Horse
74 Not al fresco
75 Rainy
76 Empty of liquid
79 — degree
80 Cup handle
81 Bounder
83 Loud sound
84 Fix firmly
85 Strikingly unusual
86 Part of Eur.

89 Usher’s beat
91 Diagnostic picture (Hyph.)
92 Rage
95 Neighbor of Cal.
97 Was concerned
98 Sword handle
100 Loafer
101 GI’s meal
103 Fall birthstone
105 Coquette
106 Destined
107 Melville’s captain
109 English school
111 Curved path
113 Writer
114 Pal
116 Study of animals
118 In a frenzy
120 Twist and turn
122 Quid — quo
124 Islet
125 Petrol
126 Samovar
127 Kind of mate or music
128 Cartoon orphan
130 Important
132 Brumous
133 Angry
134 More agreeable
135 Required things
137 Carangid fish
139 Grow drab
141 Snow field
142 Vigor
144 Neither Rep. nor Dem.
146 Deer
148 Scary yell
150 Peculiar

Sunday puzzler answer

Want more puzzles? 
Check out the ‘Just Right Crossword Puzzles’ books

at QuillDriverBooks.com

The new season of “The 
Bachelorette” started back up 
this week, and, let’s just say, I’m 
addicted. (I could claim that I watch 
it for “work purposes,” but I’d be 
lying.) Now, why am I telling you 
my taste in reality TV?

It’s so I can relate the various 
Bachelorettes over time to “The 5 
Love Languages,” created by Gary 
Chapman.

In case you’re not familiar with the 
five love languages, they are:

1. Words of affirmation
This language uses words to affirm 

other people.
2. Acts of service
For these people, actions speak 

louder than words.
3. Receiving gifts
For some people, what makes them 

feel most loved is to receive a gift.
4. Quality time
This language is all about giving the 

other person your undivided attention.
5. Physical touch
To this person, nothing speaks more 

deeply than appropriate touch.
Each is not mutually exclusive, 

of course, but generally, people tend 
to gravitate to one as their primary 

“language.” In many past seasons, 
it seems most of the female leads 
strongly gravitate to No. 1: Words of 
affirmation. In order for the lead to 
know someone loves her, he has to 
say the words “I love you.” He can’t 
say “My heart is yours,” “I’m falling 
for you” or anything remotely sweet 
that does not include those three little 
words in that order.

In almost every episode on any 
given season, the Bachelorette 
essentially holds her breath until 
she hears certain loving words from 
each of the bachelors vying for her 
attention and her heart. Even if one of 
these guys is doing everything he can 
to show her he cares, it’s not enough 
for her without the words she needs to 
hear to seal the deal.

In any relationship, whether on TV 
or not, it’s important to know two 
things: your own love language, and 
that of your partner. The men on “The 
Bachelorette” often seem to fit into a 
few of the other “languages,” yet all 
the most recent leads — JoJo, Clare, 
Tayshia, Hannah, Becca — have been 
consistent in their desire for the men 
to conform to their love language.

I’ll be curious over this season to 
see how Michelle Young, the new 
Bachelorette, both gives and receives 
love. Will she insist on the L-word at 
all costs, or will she pay attention to 
the actions and motives of the men… 
or a little of each?

Only time will tell. And if her love 
language, like the others before her 
is, indeed, “words of affirmation,” 
then I hope she finds happiness with 
someone who can verbally express it. 
Otherwise, no matter how much love 
is there, they might never be speaking 
the same language.

Erika Ettin is the founder of A 
Little Nudge, where she helps others 
navigate the often intimidating world 
of online dating. Want to connect with 
Erika? Join her newsletter, eepurl.
com/dpHcH for updates and tips.

Dear Annie: I identified with the military family who was 
expected to go to their parents’ homes for the holidays. It could 
have been written by me years ago. We played that game out of 
a sense of duty when we were first married. It was expected, and 
we obliged, even though we didn’t want to.

My husband is closer to my family than he is to his own. 
He was in the military for 22 years, and we learned something 
about ourselves. We did not need a big, huge family gathering to 
make holidays special; we found our family in the military.

Military friends become your family. We shared many 
holidays with sailors who did not have family around and didn’t 
go home. We learned that this was really what was important — 
sharing with others.

Thankfully, we discovered later, after my husband retired, that 
we were very lucky not to live near his family. My mom would 
come and visit us, and we even took her on vacations to the East 
Coast with us. Years later, those trips were her most treasured 
memories. Our daughters adored their grandma.

My husband’s family made absolutely no effort to get 
anywhere near us, even when we were stationed five hours 
from them. We were expected to go see them, but they never 
reciprocated by getting to know our daughters.

My advice from a military wife is to learn a very valuable 
lesson: Your family is where you are, and if others want to join 
you, wonderful. But make your own memories for your family. 
And, most importantly, do not feel even one bit of guilt. — 
Retired Navy in Washington State

Dear Retired Navy: You are right that family is where 
you are and that sharing with people who appreciate it is very 
rewarding. I’m sorry your daughters did not get an opportunity 
to grow close to your husband’s parents, but it is good that your 
mother participated in their upbringing. I hope you will continue 
to provide a welcome home with open arms to your in-laws, 
and maybe, before it’s too late, they will join you for a holiday. 
Thank you for sharing your experiences and observations.

Dear Annie: My husband has control issues. He is aware that 
he has them, and he really tries hard to keep them in check.

We are finally at a place in our marriage where I can make 
decisions about our home, such as interior decorating and small 
remodeling jobs, and act on them, and it feels wonderful! I 
have a design and merchandising degree, and I am the one who 
manages the home while he works in an office most days, so 
it makes sense to both of us for me to be “in charge” of these 
things.

I do small projects maybe two or three times a year. These 
are not expensive or overwhelming. For example, buying a new 
couch (not the one he enjoys sitting on; I’m leaving that one 
alone) and selling the old one for just a bit less than the new one 
cost. However, he gets super grumpy, testy and short-tempered 
when I’m planning and executing a change — ANY change! I 
am good at keeping to our budget, and he has always liked the 
changes I’ve made once they’re finished.

What can I say to him to remind him (kindly) that we have 
both agreed to let me go with my design choices and that he 
should try to at least be nice during the process? — Tired of Mr. 
Control

Dear Tired: The good news is that you are both aware 
of his control issues. Congratulations on working together 
and communicating what is important to each of you in the 
marriage. Next time he starts to get grumpy or short-tempered, 
call him out on it. Try calmly talking to him about his behavior 
and how his words are making you feel. There’s always the 
chance that he doesn’t realize that his knee-jerk complaints 
about anything new are really wearing you down, and he might 
be willing to change.

Send your questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

The five love languages of ‘The 
Bachelorette’

Family is where you are

Dear
Annie
Annie Lane

Syndicated
Columnist

ADVICE

By Deb Balzer
Mayo Clinic News Network

It can be a balancing act trying 
to figure out what’s safe for your 
children, especially during the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and 
keeping them happy.

Children under 12 are not 
yet eligible to be vaccinated for 
COVID-19, and they usually are 
the ones most eager to experience 
Halloween traditions like trick-or-
treating.

Dr. Nipunie Rajapakse, a pediatric 
infectious diseases physician at Mayo 
Clinic Children’s Center says you can 
keep your children safe and happy. 
To do so, you need to understand the 
risks.

Halloween might be one day, 
but autumn is a month of fun. Dr. 
Rajapakse says, with precautions, 
families can find ways to enjoy both 
safely.

“One of the big things that we’ve 
learned about how the virus is spread 
is that it really doesn’t spread well 
outdoors,” Dr. Rajapakse says.

Apple orchards are a low-risk 
option. Pumpkin patch visits are, too. 
Bring a pumpkin home and carve it 
with the kids.

“High-risk activities to avoid 

would be any indoor, crowded 
setting, for example, like an indoor 
Halloween party, especially where 
you have lots of young kids who are 
likely unvaccinated,” Dr. Rajapakse 
says.

Masks are a big part of Halloween, 
so make them fun. Keep your trick-
or-treating group small and avoid 

indoor gatherings. Dr. Rajapakse says 
keeping kids safe is the priority.

“When it comes to COVID-19 
prevention strategies, using a layered 
approach is what is most effective.”

For instance, get vaccinated if 
eligible, wear a mask in public, avoid 
crowded indoor spaces and practice 
good hand hygiene.

Mayo Clinic Minute: High-risk 
vs. low-risk Halloween ideas

PHOTO by amy sussman
Guests take part in the opening of Mr. Jack O’Lantern’s Pumpkin Patch on 
Oct. 17, 2021 in Los Angeles.


