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Ee Earth is in a constant
state of change. Planetwide
processes, such as the water
cycle, oxygen cycle, nitrogen
cycle and carbon cycle, involve
the continvous movement of
the planet’s elements through
Iiving and non]iving things. The
rock cycle is another of these
na'l'uraf/cycles. It is an extremely
slow process that forms, changes,
des‘f‘roys and then recycles all of
the rocks of our plane‘t

Gimme A Break

Rocks on the Earth’s surface are
constantly being broken down
info smn]f,er pieces by water, ice,
wind, plants and animals through
a process known as weathering.
The smaller pieces are then
carried away by rivers, glaciers

and wind

through All fossils
the process are found in
of erosion. Sedimenfary rock.
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of the rock cycle that
change rocks over time are
melting, cooling, weathering,
erosion and exposure to heat
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with the metamorphic rockr
It changed.

rock cycle
allows any 1}/pe
of rock to be
transformed info
any other Type

of rock.
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rock cycle
is a never-ending
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Rocks And Roles

Scientists divide rocks into three
basic categories depending on
how the rocks were formed.
Igneous rocks are formed
when liquid magma cools into
a solid. Sedimentary rocks are
formed when many small rock
particles, called sediments, are
compacted together over time.
Metamorphic rocks are formed
when high heat and pressure
deep in the Earth change the
structure of existing rocks
without mel‘ﬁng them.

Most of the

rocks in the ?]lr;i.(:ks on
Earth’s crust are  “4FTHM WEre
igneous rocks. ohginally

igneous rocks.
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