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Can you find the hidden words?  
Search carefully because some 
words are backward or diagonal.
PRESSURE
IGNEOUS
PROCESS
EROSION
CHANGE
MAGMA

FOSSIL
CRUST
CYCLE
SLOW
HEAT
ROCK

COOL 
MELT
TIME
BOB
HOT
ICE

    he Earth is in a constant 
state of change. Planetwide 
processes, such as the water 
cycle, oxygen cycle, nitrogen 
cycle and carbon cycle, involve 
the continuous movement of 
the planet’s elements through 
living and nonliving things. The 
rock cycle is another of these 
natural cycles. It is an extremely 
slow process that forms, changes, 
destroys and then recycles all of 
the rocks of our planet.

This edition of Shortcuts is sponsored 
by Rock-et Raccoon.

Rocks on the Earth’s surface are 
constantly being broken down 
into smaller pieces by water, ice, 
wind, plants and animals through 
a process known as weathering. 
The smaller pieces are then 
carried away by rivers, glaciers 
and wind  
through  
the process  
of erosion.

Scientists divide rocks into three 
basic categories depending on 
how the rocks were formed. 
Igneous rocks are formed 
when liquid magma cools into 
a solid. Sedimentary rocks are 
formed when many small rock 
particles, called sediments, are 
compacted together over time. 
Metamorphic rocks are formed 
when high heat and pressure 
deep in the Earth change the 
structure of existing rocks 
without melting them.

Can you help this couple 
get back together?

For more information: www.geolsoc.org.uk/ks3/gsl/education/resources/rockcycle.html   or   www.youtube.com/watch?v=IsoV6KG42fE&t=404s    Visit us at: www.shortcutscomic.com   Distributed by Andrews McMeel for UFS, Inc.  © Jeff Harris 2025   11/3

Most of the 
rocks in the 

Earth’s crust are 
igneous rocks.

All rocks on 
Earth were 

originally 
igneous rocks.

All rock types 
can be melted 
into magma.

Why did the 
sedimentary rock break up 

with the metamorphic rock?
It changed.

Why 
couldn’t 

the sedimentary 
rock become a 

metamorphic rock?
It couldn't 
take the 

heat.

What do 
you get when you 

apply heat and pressure 
to Dwayne Johnson?

The Rock.

Why did 
the magma break 

up with the igneous rock?
The relationship 

cooled.

The forces 
of the rock cycle that 

change rocks over time are 
melting, cooling, weathering, 
erosion and exposure to heat 

and pressure.
The changes a rock 

goes through to transform into another 
type of rock may take thousands or 

even millions of years.

The 
rock cycle 

allows any type 
of rock to be 

transformed into 
any other type 

of rock.

Metamorphic 
rocks are more resistant to 

weathering than both igneous and 
sedimentary rocks.

The 
rock cycle 

is a never-ending 
process that has 

been occurring for 
billions of 

years.

This 
cartoon is 

just going in 
circles.

I'm tough,
but even I can be 

broken down.

All fossils 
are found in 

sedimentary rock.
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