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Can you find the hidden words?  
Search carefully because some 
words are backward or diagonal.
COMPUTER
CONTRAST
PROCESS
PATIENT 
VESSELS
TUMOR

BLOOD
DONUT
DETAIL
IMAGE
SLICE
XRAY 

SCAN
LOAF
BOB
FAT
DYE
EMI

          CT scan, short for computed  
tomography scan, is a type of imaging  
technology that uses computer algorithms  
to process and combine multiple X-ray 
images to create a highly detailed 3D image. 
Unlike conventional X-ray imagery, CT scans 
are able to create detailed images of soft 
tissues within the body, including blood 
vessels, organs, muscles, tumors and fat.

This edition of Shortcuts is 
sponsored by Flat Scanley.

The X-ray mechanism of a 
CT scanner is located inside a 
donut-shaped structure called a 
“gantry.” The mechanism rapidly 
rotates around the patient during 
the scanning process.
CT scans provide valuable 
information that can be used to 
detect, diagnose and treat a variety 
of ailments, including injuries, blood 
clots, internal bleeding, cancer or 
infections.

The image produced by a  
CT scanner is often compared to a 
loaf of sliced bread. Each pass of 
the scanner produces a single image, 
or “slice,” of the body. Medical 
professionals are able to look at 
each slice individually, or they can 
combine the slices to create a  
3D image of the entire loaf.

Can you help this technician get to the scanner?
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CT scanners were 
first introduced  

in the 1970s.

More than 350 million 
CT scans are produced 

    worldwide each 
    year.

What 
trophy is given 

after scanning a 
hockey player?

The Scanley 
Cup.

What comes 
after a CT scan?

A DT scan.

What do you 
get when you take a CT 

scan of an irritated llama?
A spitting image.

What do you get 
when you cross a CT scan 
with a careless celebrity?

A CT Scandal.

Some 
CT scans require 

the patient to ingest 
or be injected with a 

contrast dye that is used 
to improve the image 

quality of the 
scan.

The actual scanning 
time experienced during a CT 
scan usually lasts for only a 

few minutes.
CT scans were 

originally called EMI 
scans, after the company 
that pioneered the early 

development of the 
technology.

Industrial CT scans 
are used in a wide variety of 

fields, including aviation security, 
paleontology, archaeology and 

timber production.

Like X-ray machines, 
CT scanners use ionizing radiation, but the 

multiple passes required by a CT scan to produce 
more images expose the patient to higher 

levels of radiation.

This 
cartoon sees 
right through 

me.
I get a lot 

done for a two-dimensional 
character.
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