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Can you find the hidden words?  
Search carefully because some 
words are backward or diagonal.
IDITAROD
KICKSLED
BOBSLED
RUNNER

BLOCK
VIKING
 FLYER
 SNOW 
WOOD
FARM
NOME

SAND
BONE
RACE
BOB
DOG 
SAM
ICE

        istorians believe the first sleds were 
used more than 12,000 years ago. These early 
sleds were used mainly to transport people or 
cargo. Riding sleds for recreation did not gain 
popularity until the late 1800s. Today, sleds 
are still used for transporting cargo, but are 
mostly used for recreation and competition.

This edition of Shortcuts is 
sponsored by Sled Sheeran.

The Vikings used sleds for a variety 
of purposes. Many sleds have been 
found at Viking burial sites.
In the 1650s, Russian aristocrats 
rode sleds carved from ice blocks 
down man-made tracks.

One of the world’s largest kicksleds was built in 
Switzerland. The sled is 10 m (32 ft. 9 in.) in length.
The “Uncle Sam” sled, built in the late 1800s, was 
one of the longest sleds. The sled measured 23.5 m 
(77 ft.) in length and could seat nearly 70 adults. Can you help this sled 

dog get to the water bowl?

For more information: www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/journeys-innovation/historical-stories/sled-steers  or  www.youtube.com/watch?v=EKLqV4W8cyo         www.shortcutscomic.com          Distributed by Andrews McMeel for UFS, Inc.  © Jeff Harris 2025    12/22

The fist snow sleds were 
made of materials like wood, 

bone and animal hides.

The first competitive 
sled races were held 

in the late 1800s.

What do you 
get when you cross a sled 
with a ’70s rock band?

Sled Zeppelin.

Why did the 
sled factory close?
Business was going 

downhill.

What do 
sled dogs eat 
for breakfast?

Mush!

Where do you 
park a dog sled team?

In a barking lot.

The famous Iditarod 
dog sled race commemorates an 

actual event when 20 teams of dog sledders 
traveled 1,085 km (674 mi.) to deliver life-

saving medicine to the city of Nome, 
Alaska, in 1925. The 

ancient 
Egyptians used 

sleds carved from 
rock to transport 

massive stone 
blocks over 

sand.

Bobsleds are 
a heavy type of sled 

used primarily for racing. 
Bobsleds were simultaneously 
invented in both St. Moritz, 

Switzerland, and Albany, 
New York, during the 

late 1800s.

The 
“Flexible Flyer” 

was patented in 
1889 by Samuel Leeds 

Allen. He designed the 
popular sled as a way to 
keep the workers in his 

farm equipment 
factory employed 
during the slow 

season.

A kicksled 
is a small sled with 

a chair mounted on two 
runners that was invented  in 

several Nordic countries during 
the late 1800s. The rider stands 

on one of the runners and 
pushes along the ground 

with their other foot in a 
manner similar to how 

a person propels a 
skateboard.

This 
cartoon
 is on a 
slippery 
slope.

I like to 
just chill with 

my music.
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