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Can you find the hidden words? Search carefully 
because some words are backward or diagonal.

        lay is a type of soil that is composed  
mainly of fine-grained minerals. Two of the  
most noticeable properties of clay are it has  
“plasticity” when wet, or the ability to be 
molded and shaped, and that it hardens when 
dried. After being dried, dry clay can then be 
remoistened to become plastic again. In addition, 
clay can become permanently hardened when 
heated to high temperatures.

This edition of Shortcuts is 
sponsored by Liz Clay Borne.

Clay plays an important role 
in the manufacture of many 
products, including bricks, 
cement, paint, paper and tile.
Ceramics made from clay 
are used as heat shields for 
modern spacecraft.

There are about 30 
different types of clay, 
and nearly all clays found 
naturally are a mixture 
of these different types.
While clay soils are 
often more fertile than 
other types of soil, it is 
generally not well-suited 
for growing crops  
because of its poor  
water drainage.

Can you help this potter get to her wheel?

For more information: www.craftscouncil.org.uk/documents/898/Clay_Science_Resource_v3.pdf  or  www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wexEZdgi7s              Visit us at: www.shortcutscomic.com           Distributed by Andrews McMeel for UFS, Inc.  © Jeff Harris 2026    6/15

It takes thousands 
of years for natural 

clay to form.

Clay is 
one of 

the oldest 
building 

materials.

Clay is a very common 
substance on our planet.

Many animals 
eat clay as part 

of their diet.

What do you 
call a Sasquatch that likes 
to make bowls out of clay?

A hairy potter.

Why don’t 
cats like clay?

They don’t know 
what to make 

of it.

Why did 
the potter put her 
face in the clay?
She fell asleep at 

the wheel.

What did the 
kiln say to the clay?

You’re fired!

Different types of 
clay heated, or “fired,” at different 

temperatures will produce a wide variety of 
final products, including earthenware, 

stoneware and porcelain.

Archaeologists believe 
humans began making objects from clay more 
than 20,000 years ago, and clay pottery more 

than 14,000 years ago.

Clay has 
been used for thousands 

of years as traditional medicine 
in many cultures around 

the world.

The Sumerians 
began keeping written records using 
tablets made of clay more than 

5,000 years ago.

More than 
half of the people 

on Earth live or work in 
buildings constructed using 

materials made 
from clay.

I can be 
fashioned into nearly 

any shape.

This 
cartoon needs to 
shape up or ship 

out.
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