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JamesClayton "J.C."Barrett
Jan. 13, 1930 – Aug. 8, 2026

James Clayton "J.C."

Barrett, age 96 and a

half, of Bluefield, VA,

passed away Saturday,

August 8, 2026.

Born January 13,

1930, he was a son of

the late Theodore Roo-

sevelt Barrett, Sr. and

Mary Francis Crockett

Barrett.

In addition to his par-

ents, he was preceded in

death by his wife, Anna

Mae Barrett; two sis-

ters, Naova Lane and

Nancy Sisco; two broth-

ers, Dr. T.R. Barrett,

Jr., andMick Barrett.

J.C. was the last surviv-

ing member of his

immediate family.

Left to cherish his

memory are his daugh-

ter, Yvette Buchanan of

Bluefield, VA; his

nephew and hunting

buddy, Bill Barrett of

North Tazewell, VA;

grandchildren, BJ

Thompson and wife

Reagan of Knoxville,

TN and Jamie Remines

and husband Jared of

Roanoke, VA; great-

grandchildren, Haley

Thompson, Luke

Thompson, Lyla Rem-

ines, Grady Remines,

and Iris Remines. A

host of nieces and

nephews also survive.

The family will receive

friends from 1:00-2:00

PM,Wednesday,

August 12, 2026, at

Peery & St. Clair

Funeral Home in

Tazewell, VA where

funeral services will be

held at 2:00 PMwith

Pastor Wes Lambert

officiating.

Members of the

Tazewell Masonic

Lodge #62 A.F. & A.M.

will conduct Masonic

rites. Interment will

follow at Grandview

Memory Gardens in

Bluefield, VA with

members of the Mercer

County Veterans Honor

Guard and the US Navy

Honor Guard perform-

ing military graveside

rites.

Relatives and friends

will serve as pallbear-

ers.

Peery & St. Clair

Funeral Home in

Tazewell, VA is honored

to serve the Barrett

family.

Messages of condo-

lence may be sent to

www.peerystclairfuner

alhome.com.

Robert LeeCooper
Jun. 5, 1931 – Aug. 22, 2026

Robert Lee Cooper, 95,

of Rich Creek, Virginia,

passed away Saturday,

August 22, 2026, at

Heritage Hall in Rich

Creek, Virginia.

Born June 5, 1931, in

Princeton, he was the

son of the late Josiah

"J.H." Cooper and Tollie

Ferrell Cooper.

Robert was a graduate

of Princeton High

School. After high

school, he served in the

United States Army

and later worked as an

electrician.

He thoroughly enjoyed

sports and was able to

play basketball well

into his 80's. He was a

Cincinnati Reds Fan.

While Robert had

accomplishments, he

was most notable for

taking care of his moth-

er, who died at the age

of 96.

In addition to his par-

ents, he was preceded in

death by his brothers,

Henry Cooper, Creed

Cooper, Johnny Cooper,

and an infant brother.

His survivors include

his only cousin, Larry

Cooper of Pineville; and

several nieces and

nephews.

Funeral Service will

be held at 1:00 p.m. on

Thursday, August 27,

2026, at Bailey-Kirk

Funeral Home, with

Rev. Eugene Hazelwood

officiating. Interment

will follow at Oakwood

Cemetery in Princeton.

The family will receive

visitors from noon until

the service hour.

Arrangements by Bai-

ley-Kirk Funeral Home

in Princeton.

Online condolences

may be shared with the

family at www.bailey-

kirk.com.

MarvinDarrell Epperson
Jul. 31, 2026

Marvin Darrell Epper-

son, 56, passed away

peacefully on July 31,

2026, with his family by

his side.

Born in Bluefield, WV,

he was a member of the

Bluefield High School

class of 1989.

Marvin went on to

attend SouthWest Com-

munity College in

Cedar Bluff, VA and

earned his masters in

welding, in which he

excelled at throughout

his career. Besides

welding, throughout his

career he also worked

driving coal trucks, an

underground coal min-

er, and a mechanic.

Marvin was an avid

deer hunter, specifically

bowhunting. Some of

his best memories were

deer hunting with his

mom, dad, son, and

uncle Bob.

He was a loving son to

his late parents Fount

and Paulette, they

shared a very close bond

together, he was a

proud father and best

friend to his son Zack,

loving pawpaw to his

grandson Briar, loving

brother to his sister

Lisa, and a devoted hus-

band to his wife of 14

years, Melissa. He

always put his family

first before himself.

Marvin never met a

stranger and had the

ability to make friends

with people from all

walks of life. Marvin

recently gave his life to

Jesus Christ and was

also baptized.

Marvin is survived by

his wife, Melissa Epper-

son, son Zack Epperson

and fiance McKenna

Wrobel, grandson Briar

Epperson, sister Lisa

Epperson, and cousins

Diana Epperson Tyree,

Steve Edwards, Greg

Aust, Joey Edwards,

special friends Michael

and Kym Ray, and his

beloved dog PupPup. He

is proceeded in death by

his father Fount Epper-

son, his mother

Paulette Epperson,

brother Gary Epperson,

and uncle Bob Edwards.

Though he is gone, the

kindness, laughter, and

love he shared with the

world will continue to

live on in the hearts of

all who knew him. He

will be deeply missed,

lovingly remembered,

and forever celebrated.

Service will be at

Cravens-Shires Funeral

Home in Bluewell, WV

on Tuesday, August 4,

2026. Family will arrive

at 4:30 PM, friends may

arrive 5:00-7:00 and the

funeral will be at 7:00

PMwith Pastor Joey

Wright officiating.

In keeping with Marv-

in's wishes, he will be

cremated and ashes

spread in his favorite

places that held special

memories to him, Gary

Mountain in McDowell

County and the family's

property in Pipestem,

WV.

Online condolences

will be accepted at

www.cravens-

shires.com
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Mildred Jennings
May 31, 1935 – Aug. 11, 2026

Mildred Houchins

Jennings, 91, of Prince-

ton, passed away Tues-

day, August 11, 2026.

BornMay 31, 1935, in

Pipestem, she was the

daughter of the late Roy

J. Houchins and Fran-

cis Kirk Houchins.

Mildred was a gradu-

ate of Hinton High

School. She attended

the First Assembly of

God in Princeton and

was a former employee

of Maidenform in

Princeton.

In addition to her par-

ents, she was preceded

in death by her husband

Cloyde "Mitchell" Jen-

nings; sisters, Betty

Jane Foster, Judy Kay

Hurst, and Bonnie

Marie Benninghove;

and an infant brother as

well as brothers, Fred-

erick Houchins, and

John Houchins.

Those left to cherish

her memory include

children, Rebecca Gra-

ham and partner John

Bragg of Pipestem,

Belinda Smiley and

husbandMichael of

Princeton, and Lisa

Thompson and husband

Joseph of Speedway;

grandchildren,

Jonathan Graham and

wife Jennifer, Ashley

Whitteker and husband

Michael, Samantha

Garland and husband

Roy, Bethany Browning

and husband Hunter;

great-granddaughter,

Josie Graham; sister,

Carol Bolin and hus-

band Carl of Greenville,

SC; brother, Leslie

Houchins and wife

Cindy of Pipestem; and

several nieces and

nephews.

The family would like

to extend a special

thank you to the care-

givers at Common-

wealth Assisted Living

in Cedar Bluff, VA.

A graveside service

will be conducted at

2:00 p.m. Monday

August 17, 2026. at

RoselawnMemorial

Gardens in Princeton,

with Elder Derrick Bur-

ress, officiating.

The family will receive

friends onMonday,

August 17, 2026, from

1:00-1:45 p.m. at the

Bailey-Kirk Funeral

Home in Princeton.

Online condolences

may be shared with the

family at www.bailey-

kirk.com.

The family has

requested, in lieu of

flowers, memorial con-

tributions be made to

the American Cancer

Society.

TommieJune (Carter) Johnson
June 19, 1939 - Aug. 14, 2026

It iswith tremendous

sadness&grief, I

announce the passing of

mybelovedMother,

Mrs. Tommie June

(Carter) Johnson.

Tommie Junepassed

awayFriday 8/14/26 (87

yrs old), early in the

morning after a short ill-

ness, even though she

hadbeen in ill health

since gettingCovid in

2022.

Tommie Junewas born

6/19/1939, in the front

bedroomof her home

that she grewup in,

Bluefield,WV.Shewas

unspoiled& full of pride.

Shemayhave beenpoor

growingup (during the

end of theGreatDepres-

sion), but she always

held her headuphigh&

dared anyone to judge

her or her family. She

was the last livingmem-

ber of her large family.

Shewas the goodness

&purpose inmy life.

She taughtmemorals,

integrity& to treat oth-

erswith kindness&

respect.Her bodymay

have beenbroken, but

shewas sharp as a tack

&very strong in spirit&

her absolute love of

Jesus. Anyonewho

knewMom lovedher

slowSouthern accent! I

would tease her all the

timeabout howshe

talked, in good fun! She

didn'tmind, though!

Tommie Junewas a

Model in her early twen-

ties, aToe dancer&

worked as amanager at

theBluefield Sanitari-

um, before followingmy

beloved father,Keith

Johnson, toFortHood

duringhisMilitary ser-

vice. She oncemodeled

at an event that Jackie

Kennedy (wife of JFK)

was attending before

she became theFirst

Lady of theUS. Jackie

Kennedy toldmymom

howbeautiful shewas&

lovedhermodeling out-

fit.

Momwasup to do any-

thing, go anywheremy

father got transferred to

or for just going on

adventures.Weall

called herTheGypsy of

the family!

Theneighborhoodkids

could justwalk in the

front door for a hug, a

kiss&ameal.Mom

wouldhold a big party

onMischiefNight so all

the kidswould stay out

of trouble. Shewas so

good thatwaybecause

sheknew thekidswere

great kids&shewanted

the best for themall.

They calledher "Mrs. J"

or "Mom". Theneighbor-

hoodkidswould get on

the intercomat the local

carnival&wishher a

happy birthday every

year.

She donatedher time

for all school events

whenwewere growing

up, collected door to door

for theAmericanHeart

Association.

As a child,Momhad

Rheumatic Fever,

missed a year of school&

had to learnhow towalk

again. Shewas that

strong&resilient! She

would teach the girls in

our neighborhoodhow to

makeher famous fudge

&other southern

recipes. You could go to

her if youneededhelp,

share goodnews, get

advice,withno judge-

ment. She always looked

for the goodness in

everyone.Never aharsh

wordunless youhurt

one of her loved ones.

Then shewas a lioness

to protect her kids!

She loved to do all the

yardwork&gardening.

Shewas an expert in

interior design&she

could paint&wallpaper

like a pro! Therewasn't

anything she couldn't

do, shewasSUPER-

WOMAN. Iwill never

live up to her example.

Everyoneneeds aMoth-

erwho tells you, you can

conquer theworld,&be

there every single sec-

ond supporting you in

your dreams!

Shewas predeceased

byher parentsThomas

WalterCarter, RubyLee

(Buttrey)Carter, sis-

ters: FernLineberry,

CharlotteCarter,

Priscilla (Cookie)Denny

andher brother Joseph

Carter.

She leaves behindher

beloved daughterKim-

berlyKaye Johnson

(Southampton, PA)who

took loving care of her

the last fewyears 24/7,

andnever left her side,

and sonChristopher

Keith Johnson (FL); 2

grandchildren, 3 great

grandchildren.

NephewsGT&Mark

Lineberry (FL), niece

AnnaCarter (NC);

Brothers-in-lawsArnold

Johnson (NC)&Randal

Johnson (VA).

No serviceswill be held

at this time. If youwish

to post anymessages or

memories, please do so. I

would love to hear from

anyonewhohadknown

myMom's love&affec-

tion.

'MayFlights ofAngels

SingTheeToThyRest'-

WilliamShakespeare

(Hamlet).
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800 South Oakwood Avenue
304.253.8381

Dan Calfee, Licensee in-Charge

FUNERAL AND CREMATION CARE wwwwwwwwww.calfeefuneralhome.com

Steve *Wormy* Johnston
Jun. 3, 1952 – Aug. 25, 2026

Steve "Wormy" John-

ston, 74, of Rock, passed

away Tuesday, August

25, 2026, at his resi-

dence.

Born June 3, 1952, in

Welch, he was the son of

the late Harry V. John-

ston and Connie Size-

more Johnston.

Wormy was a coal

miner for over 20 years

and retired from Double

Bonus in Pineville.

He was a very gener-

ous man and was

always willing to help.

He was loved by every-

one around him. He

enjoyed hunting and

fishing.

In addition to his par-

ents, he was preceded in

death by two brothers,

Billy Johnston, and

Frankie Johnston.

His survivors include

his children, Kimberly

Bailey and husband

Danny of Beckley, and

Eric Johnston and wife

Belinda of Bluefield;

grandchildren, Isabella,

Elena, and Jarrett Bai-

ley, and Konner and

Zoey Johnston; sister,

Vicki Meadows of

Princeton; brothers,

Verlin Johnston and

wife Mary Ellen of

Matoaka, Larry John-

ston and wife Donna of

Princeton, andMichael

Johnston of Kegley; and

numerous nieces and

nephews.

A private memorial

service will be held at a

later date.

Online condolences

may be shared with the

family at www.bailey-

kirk.com.

JamesHaskell Jones
1934 – Jul. 12, 2026

BLUEFIELD–James

H. (Jimmy) Jones,

passed away onJuly 12,

2026.

Born in 1934 toR.C.

"Wimpy" Jones andVio-

letGibson Jones.

Jimmygrewup in the

Virginia towns ofCrab

Orchard andRichlands.

He graduated from

RichlandsHighSchool

at sixteen andheaded to

ConcordUniversity.

While there, he played

with theConcordCom-

mandersOrchestra and

foundedhis own jazz

group, the JivingFive.

He later earned amas-

ter's degree inmusic

fromRadfordUniversi-

ty.

What started as ahigh

school romance inRich-

lands turned into a

secret elopement in

1953. Jimmy, an eigh-

teen-year-old college

junior, exchanged vows

withPattySueCole, a

seventeen-year-old

recent high school grad-

uate.

After graduating from

ConcordUniversity,

JimmyandPat relocat-

ed toBluefield, Virginia,

where Jimmy launched

his career asBand

Director atGraham

HighSchool.Under his

talented leadership, the

GrahamHighSchool

bandbuilt a legendary

legacy, likely holding

the record for themost

consecutiveDivision I

ratings at theSouth-

easternBandFestival.

For thirty-six years,

Jimmy stood in front of a

band or a classroomand

changed lives one piece

ofmusic, one student,

one conversation at a

time.

Jim regularly adjudi-

cated and conducted all-

state, regional, and

county bands across the

EasternSeaboard. Pub-

lisherswould also send

himnewmusic to grade

for quality, and instead

of pocketing fees, Jimmy

negotiated forGraham

HighSchool to keep the

music.

Jimmy's timeatGra-

hamHighSchoolwas

interruptedwhenhe

entered theUnited

StatesArmyNational

Guard atFortKnox,

Kentucky, and later

attended theAdvanced

BasicArmoredOfficers

School.Hewas activat-

ed during theBerlinCri-

sis andwashonorably

dischargedwith the

rank of First Lieutenant

in 1963.

Introduced to golf at

age seventeen byhis

brotherHugo, Jimmy

discovered a lifelong

obsession.As a founding

member of Fincastle

CountryClub, he proud-

ly held the course record

formany years.He later

shared this deeppassion

as the golf coach atGra-

hamHighSchool,where

his former students still

fondly recall his lessons

on golf and on life, as

well as his slightly off-

color jokes.

Jimmy's deep commit-

ment to civic dutywas

central to his life.His

leadership inBluefield,

Virginia, beganwithhis

election asmayor in

1970—a role heheld for

ten years—and contin-

ueddecades later during

his tenure on the town

council from2010 to

2019.Hewas elected to

theTazewell County

Board of Supervisors in

1992 and served for

twelve years, including

adecade as chairman,

and later served on the

Tazewell CountySchool

Board.Endlessly devot-

ed to his community,

Jimmywas apassionate

advocatewith strong

ideas for the area's

future growth.

Beyondhismusic

career andpublic ser-

vice, Jimmywas volun-

teer choir director and

anactivemember of

FirstUnitedMethodist

Church inBluefield,

Virginia.

Jimmy is survived by

his daughter Julia, her

husbandBachir

Mihoubi and stepson

ZakMihoubi ofAtlanta,

Georgia, and son-in-law

KentBryson ofElCerri-

to, California.He is also

survived byhis grand-

daughterChelsey

Bryson ofHonolulu,

Hawaii and grandson

SamBryson ofOakland,

California, aswell as

other dearly loved

extended family.

Hewas preceded in

death byhiswife, Pat,

andhis daughter,

MelanieBryson.

Jimmyandhis family

are forever grateful to

everyone atRidgeCare

AssistedLivingFacility

for their love, kindness,

and care.

In lieu of flowers,

please consider donat-

ing to a charity of your

choice.

A celebration of Jim-

my's lifewill be held on

Saturday,August 8,

2026, at FirstUnited

MethodistChurch, 200

SouthCollegeAve., in

Bluefield, Virginia. Visi-

tation begins at 11:00

AMto 12PM, followed

by the memorial service

from12:00PMto 1PM.

Family and friends are

warmly invited to share

favorite stories and

memories.
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TammyLynnPhillips Lowrance
Nov. 9, 1957 – Aug. 22, 2026

Tammy Lynn Phillips

Lowrance, 68, died Sat-

urday, August 22, 2026,

at Hidden Valley Cen-

ter in Oak Hill.

Borin inWelch on

November 9, 1957, she

was the daughter of the

late Carl Phillips and

Zelphia Bailey Phillips.

Tammy graduated

from Iaeger High School

and was employed by

the Bank of Iaeger/Pio-

neer Community Bank

for over 30 years having

served as an adminis-

trative assistant.

In addition to her par-

ents, she was preceded

by her siblings, Eliza-

beth Phillips, Johnnie

Wolfe, Patricia Abram,

David and Luther

Phillips.

Those left to cherish

her memory, include

her loving and devoted

daughter Courtney

McByde and her two

children, Hunter James

Siers and Kendall Lynn

Siers; one brother, Bill

Phillips. Special

friends, Kathleen

Roberts, CarolynWim-

mer, Donna Stacy,

Wanda Burroughs and

Sharon Lambert.

On Friday August 28,

2026, at 1:00 P.M., we

will celebrate the life of

Tammy Phillips

Lowrance in the Chapel

of the Memorial Funer-

al Directory on the

Athens Road in Prince-

ton, with Pastor Daniel

Dean officiating. Burial

will follow inWoodlawn

Memorial Park in

Bluewell. Friends may

visit with the family

Friday fromNoon until

the service hour.

Family and friends

will serve as pallbear-

ers.

Online condolences

may be shared with the

family via

www.memorialfd.com

The Lowrance family

is being served by the

Memorial Funeral

Directory & Cremation

Center on the Athens

Road in Princeton.

Alice "Memaw"Lusk
Dec. 13, 1942 – Jul. 23, 2026

PRINCETON - After a

long battle with cancer,

Alice "Memaw" Lusk

went to the Lord on

Thursday, July 23,

2026.

Born December 13,

1942, in Raliegh Coun-

ty, she was the eldest

child of the late Charles

and Helen Crews.

In addition to her par-

ents, she was preceded

in death by her husband

of 54 years, Ralph E.

Lusk; her oldest child,

Diana "Lynn" Carpen-

ter; two brothers,

Wilber and Charles

Crews; and three sis-

ters, Karen Crews,

Delores "Dolly" Crews,

and Tida Crews-

Hyduke.

Survivors include her

three remaining chil-

dren, Sheila Lusk of

Coaldale, Jeffrey "Jeff"

(Sheila) Lusk of Prince-

ton and Delores "Lori"

(Michael) Constantino

of Bluefield; and one

brother, Anthony

"Tony" Crews of Mor-

ganton, NC. Alice was

blessed with seven

grandchildren and five

great grandchildren.

Alice touched the lives

of so many people; she

brought sunshine to all

of us. She showed us

how to love and will for-

ever be missed.

In lieu of flowers,

memorial contributions

may be made in Alice

Lusk's memory by check

to Mercer County Ani-

mal Shelter, 961 Shel-

ter Rd, Princeton, WV

24740 or call 304-425-

2838 to pay by credit/

debit card.

A memorial service

will be conducted at

3:00 p.m. Saturday,

August 15, 2026, at the

Bailey-Kirk Funeral

Home in Princeton.

The family will receive

friends Saturday,

August 15, 2026, from

1:00 p.m. until service

hour at the Bailey-Kirk

Funeral Home in

Princeton.

Online condolences

may be shared with the

family at www.bailey-

kirk.com.

Willis L.Mathena
May 24, 1939 – Aug. 7, 2026

PRINCETON–Willis

L. Mathena, 87, of

Raleigh Street, Prince-

ton died peacefully Fri-

day night, August 7,

2026, at Bowers Hos-

pice House in Beckley.

BornMay 24, 1939, in

Princeton, he was the

son of the late Joseph

Sidney Mathena &

Hazel Blanche Poff

Mathena.

Willis began his career

with the railroad at a

very young age, having

worked for both the Vir-

ginian &N/&WRail-

road, retiring from the

Bluefield shop.

While his health

allowed, he enjoyed

working in his garden,

hunting & fishing, lis-

tening to Blue Grass

music, reading Zane

Gray and watching old

westerns. He was an

avid Cincinnati Reds

fan.

In addition to his par-

ents, he was preceded in

death by his wife of 60

years, Bonnie Sue Luca-

do Mathena, son Sidney

Mathena, along with

seven siblings, Ella Six,

Emma Belcher, Ann

Bradbury, Basil Math-

ena, RandolphMath-

ena, Jessie Morris &

Wilford Mathena. He

was the last surviving

member of his immedi-

ate family.

Those left to cherish

his memory, three chil-

dren Teresa Harvey &

husbandMatthew, Jef-

frey Mathena, Carolyn

Brown & husband Dar-

rell, five grandchildren,

JohnathanMathena &

wife Angel, Natasha

Culver & husband

Jason, Travis Brown,

Brianna Harvey &

Nathan Brown. Four

great grandchildren,

Sorin & FavenMath-

ena, Amelia & Emma

Culver.

Funeral services will

be held 11:00 A.M.

Wednesday, August 12,

2026, in the Chapel of

the Memorial Funeral

Directory on the Athens

Road in Princeton, with

Pastor Ray Jones offici-

ating. Burial will follow

in ResthavenMemorial

Park Cemetery in

Princeton; Friends may

visit with the family

Wednesday from 10:00

A.M. until the service

hour.

Online condolences

may be shared with the

family via

www.memorialfd.com.
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Earl "Cookie"Noland Jr.
Oct. 16, 1953 – Aug. 18, 2026

Earl "Cookie" Noland

Jr., of Bluefield, WV,

passed away peacefully

at home on August 18,

2026.

He was born and

raised in Bluefield,

where he spent his life

building a family,

career, and legacy that

will be remembered by

all who knew and loved

him. Earl was the son of

the late Earl and Edna

Joyce Bailey Noland.

He is survived by his

partner and the love of

his life, Sandy Hol-

brook, and his younger

brother, Clayton Ray

Noland.

He was preceded in

death by his brother,

Glenn Noland.

Earl had two children,

Jamey Earl Noland

(Julia) of Charleston,

WV, and Amy Noland

(SethWestfall) of

Burlington, KY. He was

a proud grandfather to

Kaylie Noland, Chase

Noland, and Kailey Lay,

who brought him

tremendous joy and

gave him countless

memories to treasure.

For most of his career,

Earl worked in the

bread business, first for

Betsy Ross Bakery in

Bluefield and later own-

ing his own delivery

route, which he serviced

throughout Southern

West Virginia.

Later in life, he

opened his own auto

repair business in Blue-

field, Cumberland's

Finest, that he man-

aged for nearly 20

years. His hard work,

dedication, and inde-

pendent spirit were

qualities that defined

him throughout his life.

As a young man, Earl

was an avid muscle car

and motorcycle enthusi-

ast who certainly knew

how to keep the roads

hot. He loved the power,

sound, and freedom

that came with fast cars

and motorcycles, which

reflected the adventur-

ous spirit he carried

throughout his life.

Earl will be remem-

bered as a loving father,

grandfather, brother,

and friend. He leaves

behind a lifetime of

memories that will live

on in the hearts of his

family and all who had

the privilege of knowing

him.

Though he has passed

from this life, the sto-

ries, laughter, love, and

cherished moments

shared with Cookie will

remain a lasting part of

his family's memories.

Service will be 1 p.m.,

Tuesday, Aug. 25, at

Bailey-Kirk Funeral

Home, Princeton, where

friends can visit at

noon. Burial in Oak-

wood Cemetery.

ClaybourneLanePhillips
Sep. 2, 1936 – Aug. 14, 2026

Claybourne Phillips,

passed away unexpect-

ed at home, August

14th, 2026.

Rev. Phillips was born

in Lancaster, PA,

September 2nd 1936, to

Claybourn Phillips and

Georgia Cleo Phillips

(nee May).

He was married to

Mary Alice Phillips (nee

Howard), who preceded

him in death in 1998.

He served the Lord as

a full time pastor from

1959 until 2003, and in

part-time ministries in

his retirement.

Rev. Phillips is sur-

vived by his siblings,

Thomas and Robert

Phillips, Linda Steck-

myer, JudithWismer,

and his children, Marie

Furlong, Steven

Phillips, Laird Phillips,

Felicia Mitchell. He was

proud of his 9 grandchil-

dren and 9 great-grand-

children.

No services will be

held and interment will

be private.

Donations may be

made to St. Jude's Chil-

dren's Hospital.

Betty Jo Snider
Aug. 14, 2026

Betty Jo Snider, 93, of

Speedway, died Friday,

August 14, 2026, at her

home with her loving

family by her side.

Full arrangements

can be view at

www.memorialfd.com

The Snider Family is

being served by the

Memorial Funeral

Directory & Cremation

Center on Athens Road in Princeton

LindaGail PenningtonWray
Nov. 8, 1940 – Aug. 25, 2026

Linda Gail Penning-

tonWray, age 85, of

Princeton, died on

August 25, 2026, at

Princeton Health Care

Center, following a long

illness, surrounded by

her loving family. She

has fallen asleep in the

Lord Jesus and now

awaiting His glorious

return.

Born November 8,

1940, in Kellysville. She

was the youngest of 7

children, from the late

Rufus Asbury Penning-

ton and Iva Virginia

Ayers Pennington.

Linda was a home-

maker and a talented

caregiver. She retired

from Pro Careers in

2009.

Linda was a 1958

graduate of Oakvale

High School. She was a

devoted wife, mother,

grandmother and great

grandmother, sister,

aunt, and friend.

She was a faithful

member of the Advent

Christian Church, hav-

ing served asWHFMS

President, Sunday

School Teacher, Choir

Member and Prayer

Warrior.

In addition to her par-

ents, she was preceded

in death by her husband

Doyle Wray, four sis-

ters, Sybil Pennington,

Doris Hale, Nancy Croy

and Phyllis Hager,

brother Eugene Pen-

nington.

Survivors include one

son Timothy Bruce

Wray and wife Sherri;

daughter Karen Farmer

and husbandWilliam;

one granddaughter

Tiffany Stafford; two

great-granddaughters

Leah andMaci Stafford;

one brother Randolph

Pennington.

Funeral services to

celebrate the life of Lin-

da Gail Wray, will be

held at 4 PMMonday,

August 31, 2026, at Fre-

deking Funeral Service,

with Pastor Samuel

Walsh and Nathan

Thomas officiating.

Friends may visit with

the family onMonday

from 3 PM until the ser-

vice time at the funeral

home. Burial will follow

in Oakvale Cemetery.

Family and friends

will serve as pallbear-

ers.

In lieu of flowers

memorial contributions

may be made to Prince-

ton Advent Christian

Church in her honor.

Online condolences

may be shared with the

family via

www.fredekingfs.com.

Arrangements by Fre-

deking Funeral Service,

Oakvale.
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Dr.AmandaAcord-Vira
Aug. 25, 2026

Dr. Amanda Acord-

Vira, beloved daughter

of Frank and Cathy

Acord of Beckley, WV,

passed away Tuesday,

August 25, 2026, sur-

rounded by the love she

so freely gave through-

out her life.

Amanda was a

bright, generous soul

whose compassion

touched everyone she

met. Her family and

friends knew her as

someone who led with

her heart a woman

whose spirit was unmis-

takably kind, sincere,

and devoted.

Amanda dedicated

her career to helping

others as a teacher spe-

cializing in brain injury

rehabilitation and occu-

pational therapy. Her

work was not just a pro-

fession but a calling.

She poured her energy,

patience, and empathy

into every student she

taught, offering hope,

dignity, and encourage-

ment to those facing

profound challenges.

Her commitment to her

field reflected the same

unwavering devotion

she showed her family.

She is survived by

the love of her life, her

husband of 24 years,

Michael T. Vira and

their son, Connor Vira.

She was the cher-

ished granddaughter of

Delma Boram of Beck-

ley, WV, and was pre-

ceded in death by her

grandparents Elbert

Justice of Fairdale, WV,

Chrisabelle Acord, and

Frank Acord.

Those left to forever

cherish her memory

include her siblings,

Jennifer Park, husband

Dave Park, and niece

Jocelyn Park; Aaron

Acord, wife Andi Acord,

and nieces Reagan and

Emmy Acord, and

nephewMicah Acord,

and her dear friend Tra-

cy Rice.

She is also survived

by her mother and

father in-law, Mike and

Debby Vira, who they

loved like their own

daughter.

Amanda's presence

was a gift gentle, gener-

ous, and full of light.

Her family takes com-

fort in knowing that

everyone who crossed

her path saw her true

spirit and felt the

warmth of her kind-

ness. She will be deeply

missed and lovingly

remembered.

In lieu of flowers,

memorial donations

may be made to WVU

Medicine Hospice, 12

Rousch Drive, Morgan-

town, WV 26501.

Hastings Funeral

Home has been entrust-

ed with cremation

arrangements. Friends

and family will be

received at Hastings

Funeral Home, 153

Spruce St., Morgan-

town, on Friday, August

28th from 4:00 PM until

the time of the memori-

al service at 6:00 PM

with Pastor Roger

Sealey officiating.

Online condolences

may be made to the

family at www.hastings

funeralhome.com.

KadenLeeAshby
Aug. 21, 2026

It is with a heavy

heart that we announce

the passing of Kaden

Lee Ashby on August

21st, 2026.

The Funeral Service

honoring him will be

held 6 PM, on Sunday,

August 30th, at the

United Methodist Tem-

ple in Beckley. Visitors

are welcome to show up

starting at 2 pm. All

those who wish to come

out and show their love

and support to the fami-

ly are welcome to

attend.

Please continue to

check Kaden's obituary

page for his full story to

be published.

MitziMarleneBowyer
Jul. 27, 2026

Mitzi Marlene

Bowyer, age 74, of

Cirtsville, WV, passed

away onMonday, July

27, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

Sharon SueCampbell
Aug. 25, 2026

Sharon Sue Camp-

bell of Crab Orchard,

WV, went to be with the

Lord on August 25,

2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

ArbutusClay
Jul. 29, 2026

Arbutus Clay, age

107, of Glen Daniel,

WV, passed away

Thursday, July 29,

2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

MarkCole
Jul. 29, 2026

Mark Cole, age 59, of

Daniels, WV, passed

awayWednesday, July

29, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

PatriciaColeman
Aug. 5, 2026

Patricia Coleman,

age 88, of Daniels, WV,

formerly of Beckley,

WV, passed away

Wednesday, August 5,

2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

BettyCarolDavis
Aug. 6, 2026

Betty Carol Davis,

age 73, of Daniels, WV,

passed away on Thurs-

day, August 6, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

JerryDeanDillon
Sep. 21, 1939 – Aug. 24, 2026

Jerry Dean Dillon,

known to many as J.D.,

passed away on August

24, 2026, in Beckley,

West Virginia, following

a short illness.

He was born on

September 21, 1939, in

Eccles, West Virginia.

Melton Mortuary

and Cremation Center

is entrusted with cre-

mation arrangements

and are honored to

serve the Dillon family.

A celebration of life

will be announced by

the family at a later

date. To offer words of

comfort or a condolence

please visit Jerry's trib-

ute page at www.melton

mortuary.com.
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JamesThomasHarmonSr.
Aug. 7, 2026

James Thomas Har-

mon Sr., age 54, of

Piney View, WV, passed

away on August 7, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

GwendolynHarris
Aug. 13, 2026

Gwendolyn Harris,

age 81, of Daniels, WV,

passed away Thursday,

August 13, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

LolaHatcher
Oct. 24, 1937 – Aug. 3, 2026

MIDWAY–Lola

Geraldine Niday Hatch-

er was born on October

24, 1937 and went to be

with the Lord on August

3, 2026, after a short ill-

ness.

She was preceded in

death by her husband

Orville Hatcher, par-

ents George and Carrie

Niday, brothers Louis

and Bud, sisters Fran-

cis and Gloria, daughter

in law Shalla Hatcher.

She is survived by her

brother Morris Niday,

sons Ray and Daryl,

and daughter in law

Barbara Hatcher.

She loved crafting,

sewing, and traveling.

She also enjoyed mak-

ing Christmas candies

and fruitcakes.

A memorial service

will be announced at a

later date.

EmmaArbutusDillonClay
Apr. 8, 1919 – Jul. 29, 2026

EmmaArbutusDil-

lonClay, age 107, of

GlenDaniel,WV,

passed awayatBowers

HospiceHouse on

Wednesday, July 29,

2026.

Born onApril 8, 1919

inBeckley,WV, shewas

the daughter of the late

Quince andNancyTyree

Dillon.

Precedingher in death

wereher husband,

QuincyClay and son,

LeonardClay; sisters

MildredMaynor,

MargieWilliams,Velma

Shumate andher broth-

erHaroldDillon.

Arbutuswas a gradu-

ate of TrapHillHigh

School andMorrisHar-

veyCollege (University

ofCharleston)with a

Bachelor ofArtsDegree

inEducation. She

receivedherMasters

Degree from theCollege

ofGraduateStudies

(WVU) inAdministra-

tion. Shewas thePrinci-

pal/Teacher atDillon

Creek andHarpers

CreekSchools and fin-

ishedher teaching

career atEcclesElemen-

tary andJuniorHigh

School.

Arbutuswas amem-

ber of theRaleighCoun-

tyEducationAssocia-

tion and theWest

VirginiaEducation

Association. Shewas

recognized by theWV

Secretary of States'

Office for 85 consecutive

years of voting.

Arbutuswas a very

quiet, strong and inde-

pendent personwho

enjoyed the simple plea-

sures in life. She enjoyed

yardwork, gardening,

canning, andworking

crossword puzzles, but

most of all readingher

Bible. Shewas amem-

ber ofMattsvilleCom-

munityChurch.Her life

centered aroundher

family.

Those left to cherish

hermemory includeher

children,NancyClay

Gentry andhusband

David ofBeckley and

LoriM.Knight ofGlen

Daniel;Grandchildren

LeonardClay, II

(Katherine) of Palm

Coast, FL,AngelaClay

ofBeckley andLeah-

AnnSchmid (Robert,

III) ofWhiteOak; great

grandchildrenAaron

Clay (Erica), LacieClay,

Robert Schmid IV,

CalebSchmid andAbi-

gail Schmid andGreat-

GreatGrandsonAiden

Clay.Others left to cher-

ishhermemory are her

nieces,Dr.NancyShu-

mateBarton (Dr.

James) ofGA, Joyce

Sweeney of FL,Brenda

Anderson, JudyBailey

(Keith) andMargaret

Tolliver (Curt), all from

theRaleighCounty

area.

A special thankyou to

herwonderful care-

givers, Patty,Mary,

Rosetta, Jennifer, B.J.

andCrystal.

Funeral serviceswill

be conducted at the

AmosE.Quesenberry

PeaceChapel ofRose

andQuesenberry

FuneralHome inBeck-

ley,WVonThursday,

August 6, 2026, at 1:00

pm.,withGarryHall

officiating. Friendsmay

visitwith the family one

hour prior to the service.

Burialwill followat

SunsetMemorial Park

inBeckley,WV.

Deputies from the

RaleighCountySheriff's

Department, Aaron

Clay andRobert Schmid

IVwill serve as pall-

bearers.

In-lieu of flowers, the

family requests that

memorial donations be

made toBowersHouse,

Hospice of Southern

WV, Inc. at 454Cran-

berryDrive,Beckley,

WV25801.

Private online condo-

lences and other expres-

sions of sympathymay

bemade to the family

via our guestbook at

www.roseandquesenber

ry.net.

Arrangements are by

Rose andQuesenberry

FuneralHome, 1901

SouthKanawhaStreet,

Beckley,WV.

MarkCole
Jul. 29, 2026

Mark Cole, age 59, of

Daniels, WV, passed

awayWednesday, July

29, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

PatriciaColeman
Aug. 5, 2026

Patricia Coleman,

age 88, of Daniels, WV,

formerly of Beckley,

WV, passed away

Wednesday, August 5,

2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

BettyCarolDavis
Aug. 6, 2026

Betty Carol Davis,

age 73, of Daniels, WV,

passed away on Thurs-

day, August 6, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

JerryDeanDillon
Sep. 21, 1939 – Aug. 24, 2026

Jerry Dean Dillon,

known to many as J.D.,

passed away on August

24, 2026, in Beckley,

West Virginia, following

a short illness.

He was born on

September 21, 1939, in

Eccles, West Virginia.

Melton Mortuary

and Cremation Center

is entrusted with cre-

mation arrangements

and are honored to

serve the Dillon family.

A celebration of life

will be announced by

the family at a later

date. To offer words of

comfort or a condolence

please visit Jerry's trib-

ute page at www.melton

mortuary.com.

RobinBasmanDurrett

It is with a profound

sense of loss and sorrow

that we announce the

passing of Robin Bas-

man Durrett, 77, of

Beckley, WV.

Born onMay 10,

1949, in Charleston,

WV, she was the daugh-

ter of the late Dr. Jack

Basman and Esther

Evnitz Basman and was

preceded in death by

her late husband

Charles Allen Durrett.

She was a teacher in

Raleigh County Schools

for over 25 years, with

the majority of her ser-

vice at Daniels Elemen-

tary.

She will be laid to

rest beside her parents

with a private graveside

service.

You may read her

full obituary and send

condolences to the fami-

ly at www.barlowbonsal

l.com.

Barlow Bonsall

Funeral Home,

Charleston, WV, has

been entrusted with the

arrangements.

Phyllis Jo Fanning
Aug. 18, 2026

Phyllis Jo Fanning,

age 83, of Cool Ridge,

WV, passed away Tues-

day, August 18, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home,

Shady Spring, WV.
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JamesQuincyHartsog
May 12, 1933 – Aug. 1, 2026

BECKLEY– James

Quincy "Jim" Hartsog,

of the Beckley area, left

this world peacefully on

August 1, 2026. He was

born at home onMay

12, 1933, in Sophia,

West Virginia, the tenth

of eleven children of

Bessie M. (Taylor) Hart-

sog and Edward R.

Hartsog.

Growing up, Jim was

active in 4-H and a nat-

ural athlete. He gradu-

ated from Sophia high

school in 1951 where he

played football, basket-

ball, baseball, and soft-

ball. He earned a degree

in elementary education

from Concord College in

1955 and began his

teaching career at

Sophia Elementary

School. He later served

as principal of Soak

Creek Elementary, then

Eccles, Teel, and Coal

City elementary

schools, spending nine-

teen years at Coal City

before retiring in 1989.

He received his master's

degree fromWest Vir-

ginia University in

1958, where he played

on a softball team with

Fred Schaus and

Leland Byrd.

Jimmarried the late

Irene Hawkins in

December 1958. They

were married for ten

years and had two

daughters, Jennifer and

Kimberly. In 1978 he

married Betty Toney

Hartsog, welcoming her

four children—Frank,

Seth, Karen, and

Greg—into the family.

Jim and Betty shared a

happy marriage until

her passing in August

2021. They loved travel-

ing the United States

together, exploring new

towns while Betty con-

ducted educational

workshops across the

country.

Jim took up golf at

the age of forty-one and

quickly excelled at the

game. He was especially

proud of the three holes-

in-one he scored at

Grandview Country

Club. In later years he

frequently played with

Joe Skaff, his late

brother John, and the

late GeorgeWilson,

often noting with satis-

faction when his score

was lower than his age.

Jim was preceded in

death by his beloved

wife, Betty Toney Hart-

sog; his stepson, Frank

Mann; his parents; and

all of his siblings—sis-

ters Jewell Graybeal

and Viola St. Clair, and

brothers Jarrell, John,

Ralph, Dale, Buford,

and Elbert Hartsog.

He is survived by his

daughters, Jennifer

Hartsog Tieche (Albert)

of Nashville, Tennessee,

and Kimberly Hartsog

Skaff (Greg) of

Huntsville, Alabama;

Betty's children, Seth

Mann (Linda) of Tam-

pa, Florida, Karen

Smith (Clinton) of Beck-

ley, and Greg Mann

(Rebecca) of Beckley;

and his ten grandchil-

dren and eleven great-

grandchildren.

Visitation will begin

at 12:00 PM, Saturday,

August 8, at Blue Ridge

Funeral Home, followed

by a service led by Pas-

tor (and family friend)

Don Kelly at 1:00 PM.

BobbyDeanLane
Aug. 22, 2026

Bobby Dean Lane,

age 84, of Hampton, VA,

formerly of Cool Ridge,

WV, passed away Sat-

urday, August 22, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home,

Shady Spring, WV.

Granvil "Odell" Lilly
Jul. 29, 2026

Granvil "Odell" Lil-

ly, age 84, of Coal City,

WV, passed away on

Wednesday, July 29,

2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home,

Shady Spring, WV.

PatDeWayneDeHart
Feb. 27, 1933 – Aug. 21, 2026

PatDeWayneDeHart,

93, ofOakHill passed

away onFriday,August

21, 2026 at theBowers

HospiceHouse inBeck-

ley after a sudden ill-

ness.

BornFebruary 27,

1933 inFitzpatrick,WV.

andwas the son of the

lateBillieDove

(DeHart)Abramsand

DarbyD.Williams.

He lived a long

rewarding life deriving

untold satisfaction and

pride from first being a

faithful son, a dedicated

husband, and father.

His legacywas only

enhanced byhis unfail-

ing lifelong commitment

to his community. A 42

year career veteran tele-

phoneman thatworked

tireless hours at the pos-

sible detriment to him-

self and family. Perse-

vering always and

focusing on efficiency to

include being aScout

Master, Baseball Coach,

life long affiliated and

motivatedWoodrow

WilsonAlumni, church

member, LionsClub

Member, TelephonePio-

neer,member of organi-

zations dedicated to

community charity and

improvement, and in

early years a state

National guardsman.

Healso cherished fond

memories of his good

times and talkswith

many extended family

and friends fromhis

community and ones

scattered across the

Country.

Patwas preceded in

death byhis cherished

wife, BettyD.Blevins

DeHart; a loving daugh-

ter, Jennifer Lynn

DeHart; and later in life

significant other, Alice

White.

Hismemorywill be

always cherished byhis

devoted family his son,

PatrickKeithDeHart

andwifeMauren;

granddaughter,Katie

andhusbandSpencer

Edward, one of his best

buddies his great grand-

son,Cameron.Memo-

ries are also shared by

his grandson,Christo-

pherR.Masterson and

wifeMaegen; and great

granddaughterwhowas

the apple of his eyeHay-

den; great grandsons

andbuds,Christopher

Jackson and thenewest

addition a grandsonhe

hadhighhopes of being

another best bud,Dean.

The familywould like

to give a special thanks

fromPat to all the nurs-

es, staff, andDoctors at

PlateauMedicalCenter

inOakHill, Raleigh

GeneralHospital,Hos-

pice of SouthernWV for

there tireless dedication

andproviding excellent

care. Always striving to

eliminate pain, anxiety,

and fear for patients and

family both.Again

thankyou fromPat and

family.

Funeral servicewill

be held at 1:00PMon

Saturday,August 29,

2026, at TyreeFuneral

HomeChapel, 999 Jones

Avenue,OakHill,WV,

25901.Burialwill follow

at 11:00AMonMonday,

August 31, 2026 atBlue

RidgeMemorialGar-

dens inBeckley.

Friendsmayvisit

with the family onehour

prior to service at the

funeral home inOak

Hill.

In lieu of flowers the

familywishes that dona-

tions of sympathy be

made to theBowersHos-

piceHouse, 454Cran-

berryDrive,Beckley

WV, 25801 or visit

Hospiceofsoutherwv.org

Online condolences

maybe expressed to the

family atwww.tyreefun

eralhome.com

The family of Pat

DeHart is being cared

for byTyreeFuneral

Home,OakHill.
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JamesQuincyHartsog
May 12, 1933 – Aug. 1, 2026

BECKLEY– James

Quincy "Jim" Hartsog,

of the Beckley area, left

this world peacefully on

August 1, 2026. He was

born at home onMay

12, 1933, in Sophia,

West Virginia, the tenth

of eleven children of

Bessie M. (Taylor) Hart-

sog and Edward R.

Hartsog.

Growing up, Jim was

active in 4-H and a nat-

ural athlete. He gradu-

ated from Sophia high

school in 1951 where he

played football, basket-

ball, baseball, and soft-

ball. He earned a degree

in elementary education

from Concord College in

1955 and began his

teaching career at

Sophia Elementary

School. He later served

as principal of Soak

Creek Elementary, then

Eccles, Teel, and Coal

City elementary

schools, spending nine-

teen years at Coal City

before retiring in 1989.

He received his master's

degree fromWest Vir-

ginia University in

1958, where he played

on a softball team with

Fred Schaus and

Leland Byrd.

Jimmarried the late

Irene Hawkins in

December 1958. They

were married for ten

years and had two

daughters, Jennifer and

Kimberly. In 1978 he

married Betty Toney

Hartsog, welcoming her

four children—Frank,

Seth, Karen, and

Greg—into the family.

Jim and Betty shared a

happy marriage until

her passing in August

2021. They loved travel-

ing the United States

together, exploring new

towns while Betty con-

ducted educational

workshops across the

country.

Jim took up golf at

the age of forty-one and

quickly excelled at the

game. He was especially

proud of the three holes-

in-one he scored at

Grandview Country

Club. In later years he

frequently played with

Joe Skaff, his late

brother John, and the

late GeorgeWilson,

often noting with satis-

faction when his score

was lower than his age.

Jim was preceded in

death by his beloved

wife, Betty Toney Hart-

sog; his stepson, Frank

Mann; his parents; and

all of his siblings—sis-

ters Jewell Graybeal

and Viola St. Clair, and

brothers Jarrell, John,

Ralph, Dale, Buford,

and Elbert Hartsog.

He is survived by his

daughters, Jennifer

Hartsog Tieche (Albert)

of Nashville, Tennessee,

and Kimberly Hartsog

Skaff (Greg) of

Huntsville, Alabama;

Betty's children, Seth

Mann (Linda) of Tam-

pa, Florida, Karen

Smith (Clinton) of Beck-

ley, and Greg Mann

(Rebecca) of Beckley;

and his ten grandchil-

dren and eleven great-

grandchildren.

Visitation will begin

at 12:00 PM, Saturday,

August 8, at Blue Ridge

Funeral Home, followed

by a service led by Pas-

tor (and family friend)

Don Kelly at 1:00 PM.

Joe "Joab"McIntyre
Dec. 7, 1958 – Aug. 1, 2026

Joe "Joab"Mcintyre,

67, FairviewSchool

Road,Bolt,WV, passed

awaypeacefully at home

surroundedby loved

ones onAugust 1, 2026.

Hewas born on

December 7, 1958 in

Gassaway,WV. Joe, the

fifth child and third son

of the lateRev. PerryM.

andGeorgiaL. (Hick-

man)McIntyre,was

raised a "Preacher's

Kid" and lived various

places inWestVirginia,

making friendswherev-

er hewent.Whenhis

parentswere appointed

toRockCastelBaptist

Church inPineville,

WV, Joemet andmar-

riedTeresaMayWorley,

the love of his life. They

weremarried on

November 21, 1980.

They lived their life

together in service to the

Lord and touchedmany

lives, especially those of

youngpeoplewhile serv-

ing as youth leaders at

BreckenridgeMission-

aryBaptistChurch in

Bolt.He also served as a

DeaconatBreckenridge

from2002-2022.He

most recently attended

BibleBaptistChurch,

BeckleyWV.

Joeworked at and

retired fromJoyGlobal -

(Komatsu) for 41 years.

Joe enjoyed shopping for

antiques and toyswith

Teresa, andwasproud

to showoff his latest

find. Itwas rare to find

Joewithout a smile on

his face.He found joy in

life and shared that joy

with those aroundhim.

Joe is survived byhis

mother-in-lawMary

Worley; his very special

brother-in-lawand sis-

terWayne andLinda

Lewis, TerraAlta,WV,

sisterDianneFadal,

WacoTX; brother-in-

lawPhyllip andwife

Sherry "Cookie"Worley,

sister-in-lawCheryl and

husbandKimmieHall,

brother-in-lawBrian

andwifeDeniseWorley,

sister-in-lawSherry and

husbandChuckDaniels,

sisters-in-lawPatty

McIntyre andBeth

McIntyre and cherished

bonus sonThomasCobb.

Additionally, Joe had

numerousnieces and

nephewswhohe loved

dearly. Joewill be

missed byhis beloved

canine companionBen.

In addition to his par-

ents, Joe is predeceased

byhis father-in-law

DexterWorley; brothers

MarkDMcIntyre and

PerryMMcintyre Jr;

brothers-in-lawKim

Worley andMitchell

Fadal.

Funeral serviceswill

be held at 2:00 p.m. Sat-

urday,August 8, 2026,

atBibleBaptistChurch,

2071RobertC.ByrdDr,

Beckley,WV,withPas-

tors SamGreenand

DewyLowe officiating.

Friendsmayvisitwith

the family from12pm

until service time. Inter-

mentwill be at theWor-

leyFamilyCemetery in

Bolt.

In lieu of flowers

memorial gifts can be

sent toHospice of South-

ernWestVirginia, PO

Box1472,BeckleyWV

25802 orHospice ofGar-

rettCounty, POBox

271,Oakland,MD

21550

Arrangements by

CalfeeFuneralHome.

DonnaMiller
Aug. 24, 2026

It is with a heavy

heart the family of Don-

naMarie Darlington

Miller of Daniels

announces her passing.

Donna died on August

24th.

Her funeral will be

Saturday, August 29th

at 2:00pm in the First

Baptist Church on

Neville St. The family is

receiving friends at

11:00 am. The burial

will follow in the Blue

Ridge Memorial Gar-

dens at Prosperity.

James "Bubba"McDaniel
Aug. 21, 2026

James "Bubba"

McDaniel, 20, of

Lanark, WV, passed

away tragically in an

automobile accident on

Friday, August 21,

2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

ThomasDwightOkes
Aug. 18, 2026

Thomas Dwight

Okes, 81, of Cool Ridge,

WV, passed away on

August 18, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home,

Shady Spring, WV.

KaidenRadford
Jan. 10, 2005 – Aug. 21, 2026

Services for Kaiden

Radford, will be on Fri-

day, Aug. 28, at 3 p.m.,

at the Maple Fork Bap-

tist Church, 1288Maple

Fork Road, Mount

Hope, WV 25880. The

visitation will be from

11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Michael ScotRandolph
Dec. 6, 1948 – Jul. 27, 2026

Michael Scot Ran-

dolph, 77, of Frame-

town, WV, passed away

onMonday, July 27th,

2026, in United Hospi-

tal Center in Bridge-

port, WV.

He was born in

Weston on December

6th, 1948: son of the

late Ashby Randolph

and Ruby (Oldaker)

Randolph.

On January 25th,

1969, he married Louisa

Mae (Bollinger) Ran-

dolph, who preceded

him in death on Decem-

ber 10th, 2011.

Cherishing Michael's

memory are his chil-

dren: Michelle Schultze

of Beckley and David

Randolph and wife Lau-

ra of Raleigh, NC,

grandchild: Alaina Ran-

dolph, brothers: Grego-

ry Randolph of Belpre,

OH, Stephen T. Ran-

dolph of Dover, NH and

Jeffrey Randolph of

Clarksburg and several

nieces and nephews.

In addition to his

parents and wife Mae,

Michael was preceded

in death by a grandson:

Brycen Randolph.

Michael was a gradu-

ate of Washington Irv-

ing High School with

the class of 1966 and

furthered his education

at Glenville State Col-

lege and received a

bachelor degree in Edu-

cation. He retired from

a career in construction,

working for several

companies over the

years.

He loved to hunt and

fish. Michael was an

avid gardener and had

quite a green thumb. He

grew all kinds of vegeta-

bles and fruit trees. He

will be missed by family

and friends.

Michael's wishes for a

simple burial with no

fanfare will be honored

by Hardman Family

Funeral Home of West-

on at Forest Lawn

Memorial Gardens of

Jane Lew, WV. Online

condolences and life sto-

ries in memory of

Michael may be

expressed at hardmanfa

milyfuneralhome.com.

Hardman Family

Funeral Home of West-

on considers it an honor

and a privilege to serve

the family of Michael

Scot Randolph.
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BrandonM.Morris
Sep. 14, 1984 – Jul. 24, 2026

PALMCOAST–With

heavyhearts andpro-

found love,we announce

the passing of our

belovedBrandonMor-

ris,whowas born on

September 14, 1984, in

Beckley,WestVirginia,

andwas calledhome on

July 24, 2026, inPalm

Coast, Florida.

Brandonwas a loving

fiancé, father, brother,

uncle, cousin, and loyal

friendwhose presence

broughtwarmthand

laughterwherever he

went.Hewasknown for

his infectious smile,

great sense of humor,

andprotective spirit.

Brandonhadaway of

making people feel safe,

loved, andaccepted.His

generousheart and

unwavering love for his

familywill forever

remain apart of those

whoknewhim.

Heattended

WoodrowWilsonHigh

School and later built a

career in hospitality and

as a laborer in the con-

struction industry,

where he operated fork-

lifts and took great pride

inhis hardwork and

dedication.Brandon

approached lifewith

determination,

resilience, and awilling-

ness to lend ahelping

handwhenever needed.

WhenBrandonwas-

n'tworking, he loved

spending time fishing on

any "creek" in southern

WestVirginiawherehe

foundpeace and relax-

ation in the outdoors.He

also enjoyed shooting

poolwith family and

friends creatingunfor-

gettablememories.

Whether by casting a

line, liningup the per-

fect shot on the pool ta-

ble, or simply enjoying

the company of those he

loved,Brandon trea-

sured everymoment

spentwith family and

friends.

Brandonwas preced-

ed in death byhis

belovedmother,Helen

Morris; his grandpar-

ents, Charles andMary

Barber; andhis brother-

in-law,Alfred "Les" Tay-

lor.

He leaves to cherish

hismemoryhis father,

CarlosMorris; loving

fiancée, Jennifer

Pearce; his son,Aydrean

(Aleese)Hunt; his

daughter, EvaPearce-

Morris; andAcePearce-

Morris.He is also sur-

vived byhis loving sis-

ters, Traci (LaSalle)

Barber-Thompsonand

ErickaTaylor; his

cousinswhoweremore

like sisters, Tiffany

(Myron) Stevens-Nelson

andBrandiDow (James

Singleton); his cousin

whowas like a brother,

Dedrick James; his cher-

ishedniece, TierraTay-

lor; his belovednephew,

Sterling "Spanky"Nel-

son; and the big homie

Lee "Weezel" Smith;

alongwith ahost of

aunts, uncles, cousins,

extended familymem-

bers, anddear friends

whowill forever hold his

memory close to their

hearts.

AlthoughBrandon's

timewithuswas far too

short, the love he

shared, the laughter he

inspired, and the lives

he touchedwill continue

to live on.Hismemory

will be carried forward

in every smile, every

shared story, and every

act of kindness done in

his honor.

Amemorial service

will be held from3:00

PMto 5:00PMon2026-

08-29 atNewRiver

Park, Shelter #2.

JudithKayHeathMotley
Jun. 11, 1946 – Aug. 19, 2026

Judith Kay Heath

Motley, age 80, of West-

field, North Carolina,

passed away at her

home onWednesday,

August 19, 2026, sur-

rounded by her loving

family.

Born on June 11,

1946, in Mead, WV, she

was the youngest

daughter of a family of

eleven children, to the

late James H. Heath

and Naomi Tiller

Heath.

Mrs. Motley spent

her childhood in Mead

andMabscott, WV. She

spent many of her

favorite years in Grand-

view, WV, with her hus-

band and daughters.

Mrs. Motley enjoyed

spending time with her

family, and loved her

precious time with her

grandchildren and

great grandchildren.

In addition to her

parents, Mrs. Motley

was preceded in death

by her siblings, Billy

Heath, James "Jimmy"

Heath, Monzella Heath

McKinney, Betty Heath

Italiano, Norma Heath

Hatfield, Richard "Dick"

Heath, Darvis Heath,

Patty Heath Reed and

Jack Heath.

Survivors left to

cherish her memory

include her devoted

husband of nearly 63

years, Carrol William

Motley; two loving

daughters, Karen

Renee Motley Mullins

and fiancé Kevin Boggs

of Union, WV, and

Stephanie Motley Whit-

tington and husband

Terry of Pilot Mountain,

NC; four grandchildren,

AutumnHerndon and

husband Samuel, Dylan

Mullins and wife Por-

sha, AveryWhittington,

and Alexis Whittington;

five great grandchil-

dren, Collins Herndon,

Claire Herndon, Cais-

lyn Herndon, Caiden

Mullins, and Eleanor

Mullins; bonus grand-

children, Dylan and

Mikayla Boggs; a broth-

er Dean Heath and wife

Therese of Reidsville,

VA. She also leaves

behind many nieces and

nephews.

Committal services

will be held at Sunset

Memorial ParkMau-

soleum B. in Beckley,

WV on Tuesday, August

25, 2026 at 2:00 PM,

with Rev. Ron Cham-

blin officiating. Burial

will follow at the ceme-

tery.

Family members

will serve as pallbear-

ers.

Private online con-

dolences and other

expressions of sympa-

thy may be directed to

the family via our

guestbook at www.rosea

ndquesenberry.net.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, 1901

South Kanawha Street,

Beckley, WV.

Ella Long
Aug. 8, 2026

Ella Long, age 77, of

Cool Ridge, WV, passed

away Saturday, August

8, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

WilliamClifffordHensley
Aug. 18, 2026

William Clifford

Hensley, age 87 of Crab

Orchard, WV, passed

away on Tuesday,

August 18, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

ConnieRose
Aug. 25, 2026

Connie Rose, age 71,

of Daniels, WV, passed

away Tuesday, August

25, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home,

Shady Spring, WV.

Julia Simpson
Aug. 20, 2026

Julia Simpson, age

76, of Fitzpatrick, WV,

passed away Thursday,

August 20, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

James Sutphin
Aug. 13, 2026

James Sutphin, age

92, of Daniels, WV,

passed away Thursday,

August 13, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

AliceTurner
Aug. 17, 2026

Alice Turner, age 76,

of Shady Spring, WV,

passed awayMonday,

August 17, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home,

Shady Spring, WV.
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JudithKayHeathMotley
Jun. 11, 1946 – Aug. 19, 2026

Judith Kay Heath

Motley, age 80, of West-

field, North Carolina,

passed away at her

home onWednesday,

August 19, 2026, sur-

rounded by her loving

family.

Born on June 11,

1946, in Mead, WV, she

was the youngest

daughter of a family of

eleven children, to the

late James H. Heath

and Naomi Tiller

Heath.

Mrs. Motley spent

her childhood in Mead

andMabscott, WV. She

spent many of her

favorite years in Grand-

view, WV, with her hus-

band and daughters.

Mrs. Motley enjoyed

spending time with her

family, and loved her

precious time with her

grandchildren and

great grandchildren.

In addition to her

parents, Mrs. Motley

was preceded in death

by her siblings, Billy

Heath, James "Jimmy"

Heath, Monzella Heath

McKinney, Betty Heath

Italiano, Norma Heath

Hatfield, Richard "Dick"

Heath, Darvis Heath,

Patty Heath Reed and

Jack Heath.

Survivors left to

cherish her memory

include her devoted

husband of nearly 63

years, Carrol William

Motley; two loving

daughters, Karen

Renee Motley Mullins

and fiancé Kevin Boggs

of Union, WV, and

Stephanie Motley Whit-

tington and husband

Terry of Pilot Mountain,

NC; four grandchildren,

AutumnHerndon and

husband Samuel, Dylan

Mullins and wife Por-

sha, AveryWhittington,

and Alexis Whittington;

five great grandchil-

dren, Collins Herndon,

Claire Herndon, Cais-

lyn Herndon, Caiden

Mullins, and Eleanor

Mullins; bonus grand-

children, Dylan and

Mikayla Boggs; a broth-

er Dean Heath and wife

Therese of Reidsville,

VA. She also leaves

behind many nieces and

nephews.

Committal services

will be held at Sunset

Memorial ParkMau-

soleum B. in Beckley,

WV on Tuesday, August

25, 2026 at 2:00 PM,

with Rev. Ron Cham-

blin officiating. Burial

will follow at the ceme-

tery.

Family members

will serve as pallbear-

ers.

Private online con-

dolences and other

expressions of sympa-

thy may be directed to

the family via our

guestbook at www.rosea

ndquesenberry.net.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, 1901

South Kanawha Street,

Beckley, WV.

Ella Long
Aug. 8, 2026

Ella Long, age 77, of

Cool Ridge, WV, passed

away Saturday, August

8, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

Betty LouMays
Aug. 8, 2026

Betty LouMays, age

89, of Beckley, WV,

went home to be with

the Lord on Saturday,

August 8, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

Dr.RitaEMeadows
May 10, 1945 – Aug. 20, 2026

ROEBUCK–Dr.

Rita EMeadows passed

away on August 20,

2026, in Roebuck, SC, at

81.

She was a professor

at Southeastern Uni-

versity and the Univer-

sity of South Florida.

She leaves behind

brothers Howard J

Meadows, Jr., Robert

Meadows (Regina), and

Curtis Meadows (Don-

na).

Visitation is at

12:30PM followed by

funeral service at

2:00PM on Saturday,

Sept. 5, 2026, at Blue

Ridge Funeral Home

andMemorial Gardens,

5251 Robert C Byrd Dr.,

Beckley, WV.

WilliamClifffordHensley
Aug. 18, 2026

William Clifford

Hensley, age 87 of Crab

Orchard, WV, passed

away on Tuesday,

August 18, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

Nancy Jarrell
Aug. 7, 2026

Nancy Jarrell, age

73, of Beckley, WV,

passed away Friday,

August 7, 2026.

Visit www.roseandq

uesenberry.net for ser-

vice details.

Arrangements are

by Rose and Quesenber-

ry Funeral Home, Beck-

ley, WV.

Katrina JoycePulliam
Feb. 22, 1953 – Aug. 11, 2026

Katrina J. Pulliam,

73, ofGermantown,

Tennessee, passed away

onAugust 11, 2026, sur-

rounded byher family,

after a courageous bat-

tlewith progressive

supranuclear palsy

(PSP).

Katrinawas born in

Huntington,WV, to

NormanE.Bias and

NaomiBias, andmoved

toBeckley in 1964.

She graduated from

WoodrowWilsonHigh

School in 1971 andwent

on to becomeanultra-

sonographer andadmin-

istrator atProfessional

MedicalUltrasonics.

From the company's

founding in 1980, she

played an important

role in growing the prac-

tice and expanding its

services across southern

W.V.

Katrina retired in

2012when she andher

husband,Dr.Robert P.

"Bob"Pulliam, relocated

toGermantown,Ten-

nessee, to be closer to

their grandchildren.

Katrina andBobwere

married in 1991and

shared a life filledwith

family, theater, and

countless adventures.

Katrina's greatest joy

washer family. Shewas

anactive anddevoted

mother and grandmoth-

erwho lovednothing

more thanplaying and

spending timewithher

grandchildren. She took

them toDisneyWorld,

the theater, andmany

trips for ice cream.She

was especially proud of

her children and their

accomplishments,

including their college

graduations.

Katrinawasknown

for being smart, fiercely

loyal, generous, andwas

awomanwho loved

experiencing life.Katri-

na andBob traveled

extensively, visiting

every continent except

Antarctica. Among their

mostmemorable adven-

tureswere a trip to

SouthAfrica (Victoria

Falls), a cruise around

southeastAsia, and

attendingTheOpenat

StAndrews in 2010.

Some of her happiest

travelswere themany

trips toDisneyWorld

withher family and

friends.Katrina also

hadaparticular love for

musical theater, enjoy-

ing productions locally

and onBroadway.

Aftermoving toGer-

mantown,Katrina and

Bobbecameactivemem-

bers of LivingHope

Church,whereKatrina

volunteeredwith the

church'sministries and

founda community of

faith and friendship

that becamean impor-

tant part of her life and

supportedher after

Bob's passing.

Katrina is survived

byher son, Todd (Lisa)

Garten; daughter, Amy

(Kevin) Johnson; and

her beloved grandchil-

dren,Caitlyn,Hannah,

Ian, andRyleyGrace,

alongwithBob's chil-

dren,Dr. Samantha

(Judith) Pulliam,Kim-

berlyPulliam, and

Stephen (Elisa) Pul-

liam, four grandchil-

dren, and great-grand-

son. She is also survived

byher sister,Dana

(Bert)Grant; her broth-

er, Paul (Robin)Norman

Bias; andhermother,

NaomiBias.

Shewas preceded in

death byher husband,

Dr.Robert P. "Bob"Pul-

liam; her father,Nor-

manE.Bias; andher

brother, Russell "Rusty"

GordonBias.

Katrina leaves

behind a familywhowill

rememberher not only

for all she did for them,

but for theway she

made them feel loved,

supported, and impor-

tant.

Serviceswill be held

Tuesday,August 18, at

CalfeeFuneralHome in

Beckley,WV,with visi-

tation at 4pmand

Memorial Service at

5pm.

In lieu of flowers,

please consider donat-

ing inher honor to

CurePSPat psp.org.

Virgil EdwinWilley
Jul. 17, 1950 – Aug. 20, 2026

OAKHILL–Virgil

Edwin "Eddie" Willey,

76, of Oakhill, WV,

passed away August 20,

2026.

Born July 17, 1950, in

Milford, Delaware to

the late Herman Virgil

Willey and the late

Yvonne AnnMarrel

Willey.

Eddie enjoyed reading

Zane GreyWestern

books, hunting, and

fishing.

In addition to his par-

ents, Eddie was preced-

ed in death by his

grandparents, Fred and

Mary ElizabethWilley,

and sister, Bonnie Jean

Willey.

Eddie's family

includes his loving wife,

Patricia SueWilley;

children, Maggie

Cochran, Heather Gra-

ham, and Angela Wil-

ley; grandchildren,

DevinWriston, Tyler

Graham, and Hayley

Graham; great-grand-

children, TopangaWris-

ton, Waylon Graham,

Walter Graham, and

ColtonWriston; extend-

ed family and friends.

A Graveside Service to

celebrate the life of Vir-

gil Edwin "Eddie" Wil-

ley will be held at 11:00

AM Tuesday, August

25, 2026, at Blue Ridge

Memorial Gardens,

Beckley, with Pastor

Carlos Hodge officiat-

ing, with burial to fol-

low.

Online condolences

and other information

can be found by visiting

www.blueridgefuneralh

omebeckley.com

Blue Ridge Funeral

Home and Cremations,

5251 Robert C. Byrd

Drive, Beckley, is hon-

ored to serve the family.
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KennethAndrew(Drew)Scott
Jun. 15, 1979 – Aug. 6, 2026

MINNEAPOLIS–

Withprofound sadness,

we announce the pass-

ing ofKennethAndrew

(Drew)Scott,whodied

onAugust 6, 2026 at the

age of 47. Drewwas

born June 15, 1979 in

Beckley,WV.Hewas a

graduate of Shady

SpringHighSchool and

WVUSchool ofEngi-

neering. Drewwas a

member ofGrandview

ChristianChurch.

While living inCalifor-

nia hewas employed at

Woodbridge byRobert

MondaviWines inLodi,

CA. Aftermoving to

Minneapolis,MN, he

was employed at

Hawkins, Inc.wherehe

wasProjectManager.

Drewhadaway of

making theworld

aroundhimbrighter.

He radiatedkindness,

love, and anunmistak-

able energy for life. He

was truly a friend to

everyone, becauseDrew

genuinely cared about

people. If someone

neededhelp, hewas

there andalways gener-

ouswithhis time, his

energy, andhis heart.

Drewhada remark-

able gift for bringing

people together. Hewas

the onewhomade things

happen - organizing the

fun, creating reasons to

gather, andmaking sure

everyone feltwelcome

and included. Whether

itwas family, friends,

neighbors or kids,Drew

turned ordinary

moments into lasting

memories. Heunder-

stood that some of the

best parts of life are sim-

ply being together, and

he gave the people

aroundhimcountless

moments theywill carry

with them forever.

Above all else,Drew

lovedhis children. They

were the center of his

world andhis greatest

joy. The love hehad for

themwas boundless,

andnothingmattered

more to him thanbeing

their dad.

Drew leaves behind

an extraordinarynum-

ber of peoplewho loved

him. Those left behind

includehis children

Emily,Nora andCharlie

and theirmotherToni.

Other survivors include

his parentsKennethM.

Scott andJoDeLancey

Scott, sisterAndrea

Lester andhusband

J.D., brotherChristo-

pherScott andJoni Sur-

geon, nieceMadison

McNiff andhusband

Jack, andnephew Isaac

Lester. He also leaves

behindmanyaunts,

uncles and cousins.

His kindness, gen-

erosity, and enthusiasm

for life touchedmore

people thanhe could

ever haveknown. He

will be deeplymissed

and forever remem-

bered for the love and joy

he gave so freely.

Memorial service and

celebration of lifewas

held onThursday,

August 13, 2026 inMin-

neapolis.

Amemorial service

will be held onSatur-

day, September 5, 2026

at 1 p.m.with visitation

from11:30 to time of ser-

vice atGrandview

ChristianChurch.

Following the service

family and friends are

invited to gather for a

celebration of life in the

FamilyLifeCenter at

GrandviewChristian

Church to share stories,

rememberDrewand cel-

ebrate a life thatmeant

somuch to somany.

In lieu of flowers,we

ask that youhonorDrew

by carrying forward the

kindness and generosity

he showed so freely:

bring people together,

help someonewhoneeds

it, create some fun, and

makeamemorywith the

people you love.

LisaAnnShockley
Dec. 2, 1965 – Aug. 25, 2026

BROOKVILLE–

Lisa Ann Shockley, of

Brookville, Ohio, passed

away unexpectedly on

Tuesday, August 25,

2026.

Lisa was the loving

daughter of Charlotte

Szabo. Her family was

the center of her world,

and she is survived by

her mother, Charlotte,

and her loving and

devoted son, Zach

Shockley, and his wife,

Emily. She was preced-

ed in death by her

beloved son, Josh

Shockley, and her

father, Joe Szabo. Her

legacy lives on through

her cherished grand-

children, Marissa

(Steven) Schrodi, Grace

Shockley, Eli Shockley

and Liv Sease, Crew

Shockley, and Callahan

Shockley, as well as her

great-grandchild, Coop-

er Schrodi, all of whom

she was so proud of. She

is also survived by her

brother, Michael Moore;

her sister, Maria, and

husband Peter

Agostinelli; her nieces,

Amber Johnson, Sophia

(Elena Orlando)

Agostinelli, Olivia (Joe)

Bailey, and Charlotte

(Xavier Haenz) Moore;

and her nephews,

Luciano (Natalia)

Agostinelli and Dan

(Emily) Moore.

She was also preceded

in death by her broth-

ers, James Kelly Moore

(survived by his wife,

Jane) andMarkMoore

(survived by his wife,

Lynne).

Her family extends

their deepest gratitude

to her dear best friend

of many years, Karen

Booso. Karen was a

wonderful, unwavering

friend who took excep-

tional, loving care of

Lisa. Lisa's great sense

of humor, laughter, and

love for her family will

be deeply missed and

forever remembered by

all who knew and loved

her. "WE LOVE YOU

IT"
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Joan Hanley Burns

Joan Hanley Burns, 97,
passed away Thursday, Au-
gust 6, 2026. She was the
daughter of Thomas and Rose

Hanley and
was born in
Mannington,
WV on
September
12, 1928, the
youngest
daughter of

nine children, seven girls and
two boys. She was the only
livingmember of her family.
She was married to Jim

Burns on May 30, 1952. They
weremarried until his death on
March 15, 1993, and they
were the parents of eight chil-
dren, Kathy Jacquez (Lemuel),
Pat Burns (Anastasia), Susan
Cole (Tom), Peggy Eckert,
Michael Burns (Janie), Daniel
Burns (Ann), Robert Burns
(Gary), and Dr.William Burns
(Beth); 17 grandchildren; and
18 great grandchildren.
Joan was a member of St.

Peter the Fisherman Catholic
Church. She graduated from
West Virginia University with
a Bachelor's Degree in Medi-
cal Technology and later re-
turned to earn her Master's
Degree in Health Education
with an emphasis in Medical
Technology. She retired from

Fairmont State University af-
ter 14 years as the Supervisor
of the Medical Laboratory
Technician Program.
After her children graduated

from college and she was re-
tired, Joan began to volunteer
by taking cancer patients to
treatments, as a Eucharistic
Minister for St. Peter the Fish-
erman Catholic Church, and at
Fairmont General Hospital.
She belonged to several orga-
nizations including the Friends
of the Library, where she
served as a past president,
Ladies of the Knights of
Columbus, Ladies of the Elks,
Red Cross Volunteer, and was
past president of the Fairmont
General Hospital Volunteers.
Joan also belonged to two
bridge clubs, was a member of
the Lifelong Learner Red
Hats, and West Virginia Trav-
el Club. Joan traveled both in
the states and in Europe.
Joan has donated her body

to the Human Gift Registry at
West Virginia University. A
memorial mass will be held on
Friday, August 14, 2026 at
10:00 a.m. at St. Peter the
Fisherman Catholic Church.
Online condolences may be
sent to the family at
www.domicofh.com.

Patsy DeChristopher

Patsy DeChristopher, a
cherished member of the Star
City community, passed
peacefully on August 3, 2026,

at Mon
Health Medi-
cal Center.
Born on
March 13,
1938, in
Frosolone,
Italy, to the

late John and Domenica
"Maggie" DeChristopher, Pat-
sy moved to the United States
with his family as a child and
was raised in Fairmont, WV, a
place he always called home.
As the beloved husband of

the late Joan S. DeChristopher,
Patsy filled his years with love
and laughter, leaving a lasting
impact on all who knew him.
A proud member of St. Mary
Catholic Church in Star City
since his marriage in 1965, he
was deeply rooted in his faith
and community.
Patsy was proud of his edu-

cation, having attended Miller
School and Fairmont Senior
High School, where he often
exclaimed, "West side is the
best side!" He proudly served
in the United States Air Force
from 1955 to 1959, cherishing
his time stationed at Rammery
Air Force Base in Puerto Rico,
where he enjoyed a memo-
rable encounter with the soon-
to-be baseball legend Roberto
Clemente. This ignited his life-
long passion for sports, partic-
ularly baseball, where he
remained an ardent supporter
of the NY Yankees and Notre
Dame teams.

A dedicated coach, Patsy in-
spired generations of little lea-
guers in Morgantown, guiding
his own children, John and
Lyn, while nurturing a love for
the game in others. His role as
a Bailiff under Justice Larry V.
Starcher and Judge Russell M.
Clawges, Jr. cemented his
place in the Circuit Court of
Monongalia County, from
which he retired with pride.
Patsy's fierce love for his

family and friends was evident
to all. He is survived by his
children, John (Connie
Brady), Perri (Chuck Porter),
and Lynette (Tracie DeFre-
itas), along with his beloved
grandchildren, Sydney and
Chase Porter. He also leaves
behind a treasured nephew,
Christopher Casino (Mechelle
Cooley), and their children,
Danielle andAnthony.
In recognition of the bonds

that enriched his life, we
would like to extend heartfelt
thanks to his dear friends Bill
and Maggie Maraney, who
were like family, and to
Michiele Maxwell for her
compassionate care and com-
panionship and many trips to
his favorite, Eat n Park during
his later years.
A Mass of Christian Burial

was celebrated on Fri. Aug. 7,
2026 at St. Mary Catholic
Church in Star City. Patsy was
laid to rest beside his beloved
Joan at East OakGrove Ceme-
tery. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that donations
be made to the St. Ursula's
Food Pantry, PO Box 18,
Pursglove,WV 26546.

Terry Lea Kave

Terry Lea Kave, 68, of Fair-
mont, West Virginia, passed
away on July 28, 2026. Born,
raised, and a lifelong resident

of Fairmont,
Terry was
known for
her kind
heart, gentle
spirit, and
unwavering
love for her

family.
Terry was the type of person

who could brighten a room
simply by being in it. She was
loved by everyone who had
the privilege of knowing her
and was rarely seen without a
smile. She found joy in the
simple things—watching the
hummingbirds at the feeder,
creating beautiful handmade
crafts, and spending countless
hours crocheting, tatting, and
making intricate beaded keep-
sakes for those she loved. Her
favorite color was purple, a re-
flection of the warmth and vi-
brancy she brought to the lives
of others. Her love for animal-
s—especially cats—was one
of her defining qualities, and
her beloved companion, Na-
cho, brought her endless com-
fort and happiness. Terry was
taken far too soon at just 68

years old, leaving behind a
lifetime of cherished memo-
ries that will never be forgot-
ten.
She is survived by her

daughter, Heidi Handley and
husband, Beau, of Bridgeport;
grandchildren, Isla Handley
and Jackson Handley; her son,
Kris Kave and wife, Lorri, of
Morgantown; grandchildren,
Koen Kave and Lyza Kave;
her brother, Mark Feltz; her
very special cousin and life-
long friend, Cathy Parlett; and
many beloved aunts, uncles,
cousins, extended family
members, and friends.
She was preceded in death

by her husband, Gregory
Kave; her mother, Waneta
Feltz; her father, Jack Feltz;
and her aunt,Mary Feather.
In accordance with Terry's

wishes, no formal services will
be held. Her family will cele-
brate her life at a later date. In
lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to the
Marion County Humane Soci-
ety in Terry's memory, honor-
ing her lifelong love of
animals. Condolences may be
extended to the family at
www.perinefunerals.com. The
Perine Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the Kave family.

In Loving Memory September 2026 | 15



Gary W. Diehl
Licensee-In-Charge

Aretta Louise Kisner

Aretta Louise Biddle
Kisner, 87, of Sistersville WV
went home to be with the Lord
on August 12, 2026, surround-
ed by the love of her family.
Retta was born in Fairmont

WV on March 5, 1939.
Daughter of the late Claude E
and Gladys Vandegrift Biddle.
She graduated from East Fair-
mont High School in 1958,
working at G.C. Murphy Co.
in her junior and senior years.
Retta met and married the

love of her life Rex A Kisner.
They were happily married for
68 years. She was a devoted
wife, mother, grandmother
and great grandmother. Hob-
bies were at one time sewing,
reading and making floral ar-
rangements. She loved her
travels with Rex to Pigeon
Forge TN and the many
gospel and bluegrass concerts
in KY, OH, and of course her
belovedWV.
Retta attended Friendly

United Methodist Church
where she made use of her flo-
ral arranging hobby. She
loved the Lord, her church
family and discussing the
Bible.
Retta is preceded in death

by her parents: her sisters, Vi-
ola Rogers and husband Ray:

Sandy Garlow and husband
Charles, sister-law Mary Goff
and husband Eugene.
Left to cherish her memory

are husband, Rex Kisner of
Sistersville WV: son, Steve
Kisner (Susan) of Paden City
WV: daughter, Shelley
Maxwell (David) of Sis-
tersville WV, granddaughter,
Jessica Owens (Mike) of
Paden City WV and great
grandchildren Kale and Evann
and several nieces, nephews
and cousins.
Family and friends will be

received at the Carpenter and
Ford Funeral Home, 209 Mer-
chant St, Fairmont WV 26554
on August 17, 2026, from
11:00 am until the time of ser-
vice at 1:00 pm. Pastor Jon
Fox and Pastor Jim Zinn will
be presiding.
Interment will follow at the

Mt. Zion Cemetery
In lieu of flowers, memorial

donations in Retta's name can
be made to Friendly United
Methodist Church PO Box 73
FriendlyWV26146.
Expressions of sympathy

can be extended to the family
at www.carpenterandford.com
Carpenter and Ford Funeral

Home is honored to serve the
Kisner family.

Barbara Ann Rider
Barbara Ann Rider passed

away peacefully in her home
on July 28th. Barbara was
born on August 15th, 1938, at

home on
Hopewell
Road in Fair-
mont to car-
ing parents,
Mary Beat-
rice Chad-
well Lemley

and Harmon Bud Lemley. She
grew up on Fairmont's East
Side where she made numer-
ous lifelong friendships. Bar-
bara attended East Fairmont
High School and graduated as
a member of the class of 1956.
While in High School Barbara
would be set up on a blind date
and meet Daniel Marion Rider
who would become her loving
husband and lifelong compan-
ion. She would go on to earn
her teaching degree from Fair-
mont State University in 1960.
Barbara would be an out-

standing educator and leave a
lasting impression on numer-
ous students over the course of
her time at East Fairmont High
School, Fairmont Senior High
School, Miller Middle School,
and Fairmont Catholic. During
her time as an educator she
paid for her husband Dan to
attend Pharmacy School, and
thereafter they started Rider
Pharmacy in 1967 which
would go on to be a staple of
the community for over 50
years. Barbara took the lead on
running the gift shop portion
of the Rider Pharmacy busi-
astic participant in both of
these clubs from their found-

ness and worked tirelessly to
maintain a beautiful selection
of gifts and décor which de-
lighted the community.
Barbara and Dan would
build a close-knit loving fami-
ly throughout their lives and
maintain the strongest friend-
ships which anyone could
hope to have. Barbara would

ing until her passing.
Barbara is preceded by her
daughter Jennifer Christine
Rider and her parents Mary
Beatrice Chadwell Lemley
andHarmonBud Lemley.
Barbara is survived by a
large and beloved family in-
cluding her husband Daniel
Marion Rider, her son Christo-
pher Scott Rider and his wife
Maria Munoz Rider, her son
Jonathan Michael Rider and
his wife Heather Lee Macdon-
ald Rider, her son Todd Daniel
Lemley Rider and his partner
Tara Elise Slusher, her sister
Mary Jane Lemley Shackle-
ford, and her six grandchildren
Gatsby Quintan Hayes Rider,

also be an active pillar of the

community for her entire life
having been involved in the
United Way, the Women's
League, the Chamber of Com-
merce, and was an active local
business advocate with the lo-
cal government. Barbara
would be a long-time member
of a supper club which was
held with a close circle of her
dearest friends and would co-
found a book club in 1997.
Barbara would be an enthusi-
Jason Scott Rider, Aidan
Palmer Rider, Dylan Patrick
Macdonald Rider, Emily
Claire Rider, Marley Brooke
Rider.
Barbara Rider regularly re-
�ected on and spoke fondly of
the countless friends and fami-
ly members which helped to
give her life joy and purpose,
often remarking on how
blessed she was to have so
many loved ones. She lived a
beautiful life of kindness,
charm, and grace. Her natural
spark and personal warmth
touched a thousand hearts and
she will be remembered with

love by all who knew her.
Memorial contributions

may be made to the Gateway
United Methodist Church, 301
Diamond Street, Fairmont,
WV 26554 or to the East Fair-
mont High School Founda-
tion, 1993 Airport Road,
Fairmont,WV26554.
Arrangements have been

entrusted to Ford Funeral
Home, Ford Chapel 201
Columbia Street, Fairmont
WV 26554. Friends and fami-
ly will be received on Sunday,
August 2, 2026 from 1p.m.
until 6p.m. and again on Mon-
day, August 3, 2026 from
9a.m. until 10a.m. A funeral
service will be held in the fu-
neral home on Monday at
10a.m. with Reverend Nici
Masters as celebrant. A grave-
side service will follow at
Woodlawn Cemetery in Fair-
mont. Online condolences
may be made to the family at
www.fordfuneralhomes.com.
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Lucille Ann Sellers

Lucille Ann Sellers, 76,
passed away on Tuesday, July
21, 2026.
Born on August 4, 1949,

Lucille dedi-
cated her life
to education,
serving stu-
dents, teach-
ers and
families
throughout

her distinguished 33-year ca-
reer.
She graduated from East

Fairmont High School before
earning her Bachelor's degree
from Fairmont State College.
She later received a Master of
Science in Education and
completed additional post-
graduate studies while serving
as Supervisor of Career Tech-
nical and Adult Education, as
well as Vocational and Special
Education, for Loudin County
Public Schools in Northern
Virginia.
Throughout her career, Lu-

cille developed, coordinated,
and revised curriculum for nu-
merous educational programs.
She served as a liaison with
the Virginia State Supervisors
of Curriculum and was widely
respected for her leadership
and commitment to education-
al excellence. Among her
many accomplishments, she
established a Teacher Cadet
Program for high school se-
niors, provided professional
development and training for
teachers, and a Family Life
Education Program for stu-
dents in grades kindergarten
through tenth grade.

After 33 years of dedicated
service, Lucille retired, leaving
a lasting legacy that continues
to benefit educators and stu-
dents alike.
Above all, Lucille cherished

her family. She was the
daughter of the late Ralph A.
Sellers I and Philomena "Flo-
rence" Sellers of Fairmont.
She was preceded in death by
her grandparents, Frank and
Lucia Sellers, andAntonio and
Filomena Rizzo.
She was also preceded in

death by her sister, Mary
Frances Sellers Reynolds, and
brother-in-law, Richard A.
Reynolds I.
Lucille is lovingly remem-

bered by her brother, Dr.
Ralph A. Sellers, II, and his
wife, Diane Chapman Sellers;
her sister, Annette M. Sellers
Waugaman and her husband,
Greg A. Waugaman; and by
her many beloved nieces and
nephews, all of whom will
miss her dearly.
Lucille will be remembered

for her love of colorful flow-
ers, her generosity, her lifelong
dedication to education, her
quiet leadership, and the posi-
tive influence she had on
countless students, teachers,
colleagues, and family mem-
bers.
A Memorial Mass for Lu-

cille will be held at
Immaculate Conception
Church in Fairmont at 10 a.m.
on Saturday, August 15, 2026.
Burnside Funeral Home,

Bridgeport

Warder Ansley Shaver

Warder "Woody" Ansley
Shaver, 85, passed away on
Sunday, August 2, 2026.
Woody was the youngest son

of the late
Herb and
Rose Shaver
of Monu-
mental. He
was preceded
in death by
his beloved

wife of 50 years, Edith Cooper
Shaver; his son, Jeffrey Don
Shaver; his sister-in-law, Car-
olyn Shaver; and his sister-in-
law and brother-in-law, Bar-
bara and Dwayne Reynolds.
He is survived by his children,
Bryan (Missy) Shaver, Jewell
(Satish) Rajanala, and Kristin
(Dall) Floyd; his brother,
Charles Shaver of Milton; and
his brother-in-law, Donald
(Janie) Cooper of Manning-
ton. Woody was a proud
grandfather to ten grandchil-
dren: Daniel, Emma, Jacob,
John, Nate, and Savanna
Shaver; Grant and Ansley Ra-
janala; and Leigha and Chris-
tian Floyd. He was also
blessed with a great-grandson,
Eric Shaver. After graduating
from Barrackville High
School in 1958,Woody served
his country as a U.S. Army
Specialist in Nuclear
Weapons. Following his mili-
tary service, he spent one year
as a West Virginia State
Trooper before earning a de-
gree in Mining Engineering
from West Virginia Universi-
ty. He then embarked on a dis-
tinguished career in the coal
industry, ultimately retiring
fromConsol Coal Company in
1996. Following retirement,
Woody embraced his lifelong

love of travel. An adventurous
spirit, he visited all 50 states
and explored 44 countries
around the world. Woody was
also a member of Fairmont
Lodge No. 9 A.F. & A.M. and
the Sons of the American Rev-
olution (SAR), finding in both
a connection to enduring
brotherhood, cherished tradi-
tions, and the legacy of those
who came before him. From
the coal mines of West Vir-
ginia to destinations around
the globe, Woody lived a life
defined by hard work, curiosi-
ty, and a deep appreciation for
the people and places he en-
countered along the way. And
loved spending time in the
sunshine with friends in Pharr,
Texas. The family will receive
friends at Ford Funeral Home,
201 Columbia St., Fairmont,
WV 26554, on Saturday, Au-
gust 8, 2026, from 12 noon un-
til 3 p.m. The funeral service
will take place in the funeral
home at 3 p.m. with Pastor
Cheryl George officiating. In-
terment will follow at Monu-
mental Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Monu-
mental Cemetery, 648
Monumental Road, Fairmont,
WV 26559. Pallbearers are
grandsons Daniel, Jacob, Nate,
and John Shaver, Grant Ra-
janala, and Christian Floyd.
Full military honors will be
conducted by the Marion
County Veteran's Council.
The family has entrusted ar-
rangements to Ford Funeral
Home, 201 Columbia St.,
Fairmont, WV 26554. Online
condolences may be offered to
the family at
www.fordfuneralhomes.com.

Priscilla L. Stull

Mecca - Priscilla Stull, 85,
passed away Thursday July
30, 2026 at Shepherd of the
Valley in Howland.

Priscilla
was born on
February 11,
1941, in
Mannington,
WV the
daughter of
the late

Harold andGenevieve Baker.
She was a 1959 graduate of

Mannington High School.
Shortly after high school, she
married the love of her life,
William Louis Stull Sr., on
October 18, 1960 in Winch-
ester, VA and began their fam-
ily together.
She was a proud

homemaker who was always
there for her family. Once her
children were out of school,
she worked at Walmart for
many years. She enjoyed
watching the animals outside,
especially the birds and the
cows. She loved spending
time with her family, especial-
ly her grandchildren.
Priscilla will be deeply

missed by her loving children,
Linda Miller, Craig Stull, Tra-
cy (Matthew) Miller, and
Phillip (Amy) Stull; grandchil-

dren Justin, Vincent, Bradley,
Trish, Shelby, Katie, Emma
(Ashton) Hall, and Olivia;
great-grandson, Weston; and
brother, Harold "Dick" (Janet)
Stull.
Besides parents, she was

preceded in death by her
beloved husband of 54 years,
William Stull, who passed
away on January 19, 2015;
sons, Michael R. Stull, and
William Stull Jr.; grandchil-
dren, Aleena and Michael R.
Stull II.
Family and friends may vis-

it from 6-8:00PM on Tuesday,
August 4, 2026 at Lane Funer-
al Homes Shafer-Winans
Chapel, located at 164N. High
St. in Cortland. Funeral ser-
vices will take place at
12:00PM on Wednesday, Au-
gust 5, 2026 at the funeral
home.
Burial will follow at West

Mecca Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorial

contributions can be made to
the Mecca Township Fire De-
partment in Priscilla's memo-
ry.
Family and friends may

send their heartfelt condo-
lences by visiting
www.lanefuneralhomes.com
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James Randolph Urbaniak
Durham NC - James R. Ur-

baniak, Distinguished Virginia
Flowers Baker Professor and
Chief of Orthopaedic Surgery

at Duke,
emeritus, re-
tired, passed
away on July
18, 2026.

Jim was
born in Fair-
mont, West

Virginia on May 15, 1936 to
Cecil and Patricia Urbaniak.

Cecil was born in Poland
and Patricia in Lexington,
Kentucky. Jim was the middle
child with a brother Joe (now
deceased) one year older and a
sister, Cecily, nine years
younger. Jim graduated vale-
dictorian, was all-state in foot-
ball, and lettered in basketball
and track at West Fairmont
Senior High.

Jim was recruited by the
legendary Paul "Bear" Bryant
with a football scholarship to
the University of Kentucky
where he lettered three years.
He was one of the top three
pass receivers in the SEC, All-
SEC Scholastic Awardee, re-
cipient of the WHAS-TV
Award for All Around Value
to the team. He graduated with
High Distinction from the
University of Kentucky.

Jim then attended Duke
University Medical School,
graduating in 1962. He then
completed an Orthopaedic res-
idency at Duke in 1969, with a
tour of duty from 1963-1965
serving in the U.S. Navy as the
Attending Physician to the
United States Congress and
SupremeCourt.

Jim joined the Duke Or-
thopaedic faculty in 1969 and
was awarded the Distin-
guished Virginia Flowers Bak-
er Chair and served as the
Chief of the Division of Or-
thopaedic Surgery from 1985-
2002. His academic accom-
plishments and contributions
in Orthopaedic Surgery are
legendary. He pioneered re-
search and clinical micro-
surgery in reconstruction of

replanted more than 1500 am-
putated body parts. His major
contribution was the pioneer-
ing treatment of avascular
necrosis of the femoral head
by free vascularized �bular
grafting. He and his team per-
formed more than 3500 of
these procedures to salvage
hips in young patients. He pre-
sented more than 400 lectures
in 40 countries, published over
300 articles in peer reviewed
scienti�c journals, and au-
thored 14 textbooks. He men-
tored more than 400 residents
and 200 fellows, many of
whomwere international.

Jim received many awards
for his contributions and lead-
ership. Among them are: Ken-
tucky Colonel, American
Orthopaedic Association
(AOA), American British
Canadian Travel Fellow (ABC
Fellow), American Academy
of Orthopaedic Surgeons
(AAOS) Distinguished
Achievement Award, Kappa
Delta Award for Outstanding
Research, Distinguished
Southern Orthopaedic Sur-
geon, International Federation
of Societies for Surgery of the
Hand (IFSSH) Pioneer
Award, Duke Orthopaedic
Teaching Award (awarded
twice), William Anlyan Life-
time Achievement Award,
American College of Sur-
geons Elmir Nix Award for
Ethics and Sheen Award for
Lifetime Achievement, Master
Surgeon by Duke Department
of Surgery and Duke Depart-
ment of Orthopaedic Surgery,
Orthopaedic Research and Ed-
ucation Foundation Lifetime
Service Award, the Bristol-
Myers Squibb/Zimmer Award
for Distinguished Achieve-
ment in Orthopaedics, the es-
tablishment of the James R.
Urbaniak Chair, and the dedi-
cation of the James R. Urbani-
ak Sports Science Institute at
Duke.

Jim served as President
and Chair of the Board of sev-
eral national and international
organizations including:
American Orthopaedic Asso-

ciation, American Society for
Surgery of the Hand, Ameri-
can Society for Reconstructive
Microsurgery, Eastern Or-
thopaedic Association, Inter-
national Federation for
Societies of Surgeons of the
Hand, American Board of Or-
thopaedic Surgery, Or-
thopaedic Research and
Education Foundation, and
Journal of Bone and Joint
Surgery.

Jim's contributions to life
go far beyond his pioneer
work in microsurgical recon-
struction of the musculoskele-
tal system. He was beloved by
his trainees and colleagues for
his compassionate care of his
patients, sense of humor,
moral integrity, kindness and
respect for others. He commit-
ted tireless investment and ele-
vation of those around him.
His calm demeanor made him
approachable by all, and he
had tremendous impact on the
lives of his many trainees, col-
leagues and patients!

For decades he worked
with Duke Athletics and the
Sports Medicine team in the
care of upper extremity in-
juries of Duke athletes. He
played a pivotal role in intro-
ducing multidisciplinary care
to athletes, ensuring they re-
ceived the most comprehen-
sive and effective treatment.
He was an avid Duke fan and
for 65 years he did not miss a
Duke football or basketball
home game unless he was out
of town or in the operating
room.

Jim treasured precious
time with his family, swim-
ming and �shing at the North
Carolina beaches in the sum-
mer, skiing in the Colorado
mountains in winter and trav-
eling, especially to historic
sights, and gol�ng.

Jim's enduring legacy con-
tinues and is disseminated
through the numerous physi-
cians he trained and mentored
and the countless patients'
lives that have been impacted
by his compassionate care.
One of his favorite quotes was

"a patient cares more about
how much you care than how
much you know". He lived out
this quote not only by his
words but also by his actions
which spoke louder than his
words. It is impossible to list
the endless caring gestures and
sometimes quite extraordinary
things he did for his patients
and their families, the resi-
dents and fellows and their
families, his own family,
friends, neighbors, and simply
anyone he met. He cared not
only about whatever or-
thopaedic concern there was
and was a master at diagnos-
ing and treating, but he also
cared about every aspect of the
person. His life was de�ned by
humility and sel�essness - al-
ways having the deepest em-
pathy for others and always
willing to put the well-being
of others before his own as ev-
idenced by the sleepless nights
spent in the operating room
only to appear in clinic the
next day cheerfully greeting
the staff and the patients and
giving them his complete and
unparalleled attention, exper-
tise and skill. The saying
among the orthopaedic resi-
dents at Duke "we stand on the
shoulders of giants" could not
be more appropriate in de-
scribing how Jim Urbaniak
(the greatest of giants) affected
those around him - always ele-
vating others - enabling them
to achieve and succeed be-
cause of his guidance and be-
lie�n them.

He leaves behind his
Piedmont family who feel his
loss with a profound sense of
grief - a family made up of
faculty and all orthopaedic
surgeons who ever trained at
Duke. This is a family not by
blood or even by shared expe-
riences but is rather a family
because of the love he had for
each Piedmont Society mem-
ber and their family, and the
love he fostered within that
community. There is no doubt
that the values and lessons he
instilled in this society will im-
prove the lives of thousands of

others because of the founda-
tion he established. The Pied-
mont family is deeply
committed to one another and
owes that commitment to Jim
andMuff.

One of his students was
asked if she would like to have
any of Dr. Urbaniak's hand
textbooks. She replied, "Abso-
lutely! Anything that has
touched Dr Urbaniak is a trea-
sure. Everyone is so touched
by his legacy". Truer words
have never been spoken.

Dr. Urbaniak is survived
by his wife, Martha (Muff)
who was born in Summit New
Jersey and graduated from
Duke University School of
Nursing. Jim and Muff had 56
years of a very happy mar-
riage. They have 2 children,
Kathi and Michael and 2
grandchildren, Hex and
Grayson. Jim attributed Muff
with her steadfast love, con-
stant elevation, and tireless as-
sistance as a major factor in
his successful career!

In lieu of �owers, memori-
al gifts may be made to West-
minster Presbyterian Church,
3639 Old Chapel Hill Road,
Durham, NC 27707 or to a
cause close to Jim's heart - the
Duke Center for Prostate and
Urologic Cancers, 300 W.
Morgan St., Suite 1200,
Durham, NC 27701. Online
gifts may be made at Duke
Center for Prostate and Uro-
logic Cancers Fund.

A memorial service will
be held August 20th at 1 PM
at the Duke Chapel, 401
Chapel Dr., Durham, NC.

musculoskeletal disorders. He
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