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MODERATELY CONFUSED REALITY CHECK
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Can you find the hidden words? Search carefully 
because some words are backward or diagonal.

   od are a species of fish that  
live in the cold waters of the northern Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans. Humans have been catching and eating 
cod for thousands of years, but the number of cod in 
the wild has declined steadily and dramatically over 
the past 50 years as fishing technology and processing 
methods have become more and more advanced.

This edition of Shortcuts is 
sponsored by Codzilla.

Cod are one of the few species 
of fish that have three dorsal 
fins on their back. Most fish 
have only one or two dorsal fins.
Cod vary in color from greenish 
gray to bright red, depending on 
where they live in the ocean 
and the color of the rocks or 
mud on the  
sea floor.

Cod have a distinct lateral 
line running along the sides 
of their body. The lateral 
line is a sensory organ that 
helps the cod to detect 
vibrations and the motions 
of other fish in the 
surrounding water.
Cod have a beardlike 
organ on their chin called 
a “barbel.” Cod use their 
barbel to sense prey on  
the sea floor.

For more information: “DK Eyewitness Books: Fish” by Steve Parker (DK Children) or “The Cod’s Tale” by Mark Kurlansky (Puffin Books).   Find hundreds of past issues at: www.shortcutscomic.com   Distributed by Andrews McMeel for UFS, Inc.  © Jeff Harris 2021 4/19

Cod live in 
large schools.

Cod are slow 
swimmers.

Wild cod live 
for up to 25 

years.

Why 
shouldn’t 

you play poker 
with a shark?

He probably has 
a cod up his 

sleeve.

What does 
a codfish wear 
to keep warm?

A cod-igan 
sweater.

What 
is a cod’s 
favorite 

party game?
Cods against 

humanity.

What make 
of car does a codfish drive?

A cod-illac.

The average cod 
measures about 125 cm (50 in.) 

in length and weighs about 30 kg (66 lbs.), 
but some can grow to be nearly 180 cm 

(6 ft.) long and weigh nearly 
100 kg (220 lbs.).

Cod are 
predators that feed 

on worms, crustaceans and 
other fish, including 

smaller cod.

Cod are 
“demersal” fish. 
This means they 

live near the 
sea floor.

A female cod 
may lay more than 5 million 

eggs at a time. During her lifetime, 
she may lay more than 100 million 

eggs. Only about one in every 
million eggs will grow 

into an adult.

Cod may 
migrate as far as 
300 km (186 mi.) 

to spawn.

My 
favorite 
meal is 
fish and 

ships.

This 
cartoon has my head 

swimming.

Can you help this cod find her friends?
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