
MODERATELY CONFUSED REALITY CHECK

GARFIELD ROSE IS ROSE

CANDORVILLE

THE BORN LOSER

FRANK & ERNEST MUTTS

THE GRIZZWELLS RHYMES WITH ORANGE

BEETLE BAILEY DADDY DAZE

Can you find the hidden words?  
Search carefully because some 
words are backward or diagonal.
MAYNARD
LEAGUE
WORLD
MAJOR 
LITTLE
YOUTH

  PLAY 
SERIES
SPORT
FIELD
GAME
TEAM

BALL
FAIR
KIDS
SIZE
BOB
WIN

     n 1938, Carl Stotz was looking  
to create a baseball league for  
boys in his hometown  
of Williamsport,  
Pennsylvania.  
His goal at  
the time was to  
use this new league as a way to 
instill a sense of sportsmanship, fair 
play and teamwork for the players. 
Now known as Little League, Stotz’s 
league has gone on to become the 
largest youth sports organization in 
the world.

This edition of Shortcuts 
is sponsored by Batman.

The first Little League Baseball World 
Series was played in 1947. It was won by 
the Maynard Midgets.
Two teams in the Panama Canal area 
became the first international Little League 
teams when they were formed in 1950.
In 1957, players from Monterrey, Mexico, 
became the first international team to win 
the Little League Baseball World Series.

More than 60 former Little League 
players have gone on to become Major 
League Baseball players.
George W. Bush played Little League in 
Midland, Texas. He later became the 
first Little League player to be elected 
president of the United States.

Can you spot all six differences between these two scenes?

For more information: “Play Ball!” by Lance Van Auken and Robin Van Auken  (Reading Pandas) or www.littleleague.org.         Download your favorite past issues at: www.shortcutscomic.com         Distributed by Andrews McMeel for UFS, Inc.  © Jeff Harris 2024   7/22

The first Little 
League game 
was played on 
June 6, 1939.

Taiwan has won 17 Little 
League World Series.

What did the 
Little Leaguer say to the ball?

Catch you later!

Why did the carpet 
try out for Little League pitcher?

It was a throw rug.

What 
has 18 legs 

and catches flies?
A Little League 

team.

Why didn’t 
Cinderella join the 

Little League team?
She always runs 
away from the 

ball.

Little League 
has teams in all 50 U.S. states 
and more than 90 different 

countries.

A Little 
League playing field 

is about two-thirds the size of 
a professional baseball 

field.

Little League 
started with only three 

teams. By 1960, there were 
more than 27,000 teams in 
more than 5,000 leagues 

around the world.

Players 
in the various 

divisions organized 
through Little 

League range from 
4 to 16 years 

of age.

More 
than 2 

million kids 
worldwide 
participate 

in Little 
League.

I’m in 
the Little Justice 

League.
This cartoon 

has too many strikes 
against it.
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S U G G E S T A T O P I C

S W I M L E E T S R O P E

S H A T T E R I N G O F F

A G E T T L Z D R R I P E

P W R P I E R K L E A P S

S L I P L A O I L R S Y B

T R A N N G J D A D O O R

D E F Y O U A S B U B W S
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