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Can you find the hidden words?  
Search carefully because some 
words are backward or diagonal.
WEATHER
QUEBEC
SEASON
SPRING
SWEET
WATER

SUGAR
MAPLE
GROVE
SYRUP
COLD
BUSH

TREE
BOIL
BOB
TAP
SAP
RED

    n early spring, maple trees 
produce a sweet, watery sap. The  
sap is made of about 98% water 
and 2% sugar. Maple syrup is  
made by boiling this  
sap until most of  
the water has been  
evaporated. As the  
water evaporates, the ratio  
of sugar increases. When the sugar 
content reaches about 67%, the 
concentrated liquid becomes maple 
syrup, one of the most popular 
sweeteners in the world.

This edition of Shortcuts is 
sponsored by Peter Pan-cake.

Nearly all of the world’s maple syrup  
is produced in eastern North America.
Quebec, Canada, is the largest 
producer of maple syrup in the  
world. They produce about two- 
thirds of the world’s supply.
Vermont produces about half of  
the United States’ maple syrup.

Maple syrup is classified 
according to its color. 
Lighter-colored syrups 
have a mild flavor, 
while darker syrups 
have a more distinct 
maple flavor. 
In general, colder 
weather produces 
lighter syrup, while 
warmer weather 
produces darker syrup.

Can you help this sugar maker tap the tree?

For more information: “The Maple Syrup Book” by Janet Eagleson and Rosemary Hasner (Boston Mills Press) or www.massmaple.org/about-maple-syrup/     Visit us at:  www.shortcutscomic.com      Distributed by Andrews McMeel for UFS, Inc.  © Jeff Harris 2026   2/16

The 
season for 
harvesting 

maple sap lasts 
for only about 

four to six weeks.

A mature 
maple tree 
yields about 
40 liters (10 
gal.) of sap 

per year.

Some maple 
trees are able 
to produce sap 
for as long as 

100 years.

How did the  
maple tree lose its 
first MMA match?

It tapped out.

What is the 
opposite of maple syrup?

Maple syr-down.

Did you hear 
about the maple tree love story?

It was sappy.

How 
soon should 
you plant a 
maple tree?

A-SAP.

There are more than 120 
different species of maple trees, but most maple 
syrup is made from just three — sugar maples, 

black maples and red maples. 

Sap harvesters gather 
only about 10% of a maple tree’s 
sap in order to not adversely affect 

the health of the tree.

A grove of maple 
trees tapped for sap is called 

a “sugar bush.”

A maple 
tree needs to be at least 30 
years old to be used for sap 

production.

It takes about 150 
liters (40 gal.) of sap to produce 4 liters 

(1 gal.) of syrup.

I deserve 
the best syrup in 

Neverland.
This cartoon 

is creating a sticky 
situation.
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