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Can you find the hidden words?  
Search carefully because some 
words are backward or diagonal.
CHINKING
SETTLER
STRONG
MORTAR
CEMENT
WALLS

NOTCH
HOUSE
CABIN
DOOR
CHOP
MOSS

ROCK
TWIG
NAIL
BOB
CUT
LOG

       istorians believe that the  
first log cabins were built about  
5,000 years ago by Bronze Age 
people living in Northern Europe.  
Log cabins were often the first 
homes constructed by early settlers 
in Europe and North America. 
Today, log cabins symbolize a simpler 
time and continue to be one of the 
most recognizable types of homes.

This edition of Shortcuts is 
sponsored by Abe Lincoln Log.

Log-cabin builders cut notches near the ends of each 
log. The notches create an interlocking system that 
makes the log cabin a strong, stable structure. People 
from different countries often used different types of 
notches to construct their log cabins.

In 1638, one of the first log cabins in  
North America was built by Swedish and 
Finnish immigrants along the Delaware River.
The Nothnagle Log House, built about  
1640, is one of the oldest surviving  
log houses in North America.

Can you spot all six differences between these two scenes?

For more information: “Look Inside a Log Cabin” by Mari Schuh (Pebble Plus) or “The Cabin Book” by Linda Leigh Paul (Universe).      Find your favorite past issues at: www.shortcutscomic.com       Distributed by Andrews McMeel for UFS, Inc.  © Jeff Harris 2026    2/23

Most log 
cabins were 

simple one-room 
dwellings.

Seven U.S. presidents 
claim to have been 
born in log cabins.

The door of most log cabins 
faced south to let in more light.

How 
did settlers 
get on the 
internet?

They logged 
on.

Why did 
the tree leave the 

forest basketball team?
It was cut.

What did the 
tree say after it was cut down?

I’m stumped.

How does 
a cabin sleep?

Like a log.

In medieval Europe, 
log cabins were often considered 

to be temporary structures. When needed, 
the cabin could be disassembled, log 

by log, and reassembled at 
another location.

The thick walls of a 
log cabin offered great insulation from 
the cold and could not be penetrated 

by bullets or arrows.

The spaces 
between the logs 

of a log cabin were 
filled with small objects like 

wood chips, rocks, twigs, 
dried moss or corn cobs that 

were packed together with 
mud or clay. This entire 

process is called 
“chinking.”

Most 
log cabins 

had only one or 
two small windows. 

The windows did not 
have glass, but were 
instead covered with 

greased paper 
or animal 

skins.

Unlike most houses, log 
cabins do not require nails, mortar 

or cement. A family could construct a 
log cabin in about a week or two 

using only an axe or saw.

Fourscore 
and seven rings 

ago…

This cartoon 
is a bit rough around 

the edges.

      GAME ANSWERS: 1. Bird is missing. 
2. Chimney is shorter. 3. Cloud is moved. 4. Tree is shorter. 5. Stone is missing. 6. Flower is missing.
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