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The last of the pits are covered after being filled with pork and mutton for the 142nd St. Jerome Fancy Farm picnic. Bar-
becue sales begin at 8 a.m. Saturday, and political speaking will take place at 2 p.m. under the picnic pavilion.

IT’S PICNIC TIME!

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@PADUCAHSUN.COM

The 8th of August Emancipation 
Celebration in Paducah is the lon-
gest-running such celebration in the 
nation.

That information and more came 
from a program featuring Alices-
tyne Turley, a history professor who 
taught at the Department of Pan-Af-
rican Studies at the University of 
Louisville, Georgetown College and 
Berea College.

Turley, now a resident of Cave City, 
spoke Thursday at the Hotel Met-
ropolitan on the history of Emanci-
pation Saturday, which marks when 
freedom was declared for Black peo-
ple in the United States.

“Most people don’t look at Afri-
can-American history until after the 
Civil War,” she told The Sun. “I’ve 
always been fascinated by Afri-
can-American history from the colo-
nial era through the Civil War.”
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BY MASON BLANFORD
MBLANFORD@PADUCAHSUN.COM

A current irony of the film industry 
is how accessibility has only grown in 
a downtrodden market.

Maiden Alley Cinema’s 2022 48 
Hour Film Project kicked off yester-
day. Six teams will shoot and render a 
film by 7 p.m. Sunday for a chance to 
attend the international Filmapalooza 
2023 competition in Los Angeles.

Executive Director Rebecca Mad-
ding sees the pandemic’s long-term 
footprint on the event — it was 10 
teams in 2021 and 13 in 2019.

“It’s also progressed and mod-
ernized due to the pandemic,” Mad-
ding said. “There used to be tons of 
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BY HANNAH SAAD
HSAAD@PADUCAHSUN.COM

After starting the project 
12 years ago and renovat-
ing several historic down-
town Paducah buildings on 
Kentucky Avenue, Market 
House Theatre’s Next Stage 
Project is officially nearing 
its completion, with crews 
currently putting the finish-
ing touches on Studio 200, 
the final phase of the Next 
Stage Project.

MHT donors and sup-
porters got a sneak peak 
Tuesday at all of the ren-
ovated spaces inside the 
former Finkel’s Fair Store 
building on the 200 block 
of  Kentucky Avenue, 
across the street from the 
historic Market House 
building that houses the 
Market House Theatre 

Stage. The renovated his-
toric building now includes 
Studio 200, the name given 
to a new performance the-
atre that can sit between 

150 and 192 patrons, as well 
as an event space, dance 
studios, classrooms and a 
costume shop.

Much of the last decade 

has been spent renovating 
the former Finkel’s building 
and making the space a pro-
ductive place for students 
to learn the art of theatre 
and a space to train the next 
generation of thespians.

MHT Executive Direc-
tor  Michael  Cochran 
said the expansion was 
brought about as the the-
atre company continued to 
have more and more pro-
ductions throughout the 
years, and as the theatre’s 
children’s educational pro-
grams continued to grow 
in size and popularity.

“I see a lot of new plays 
being done in this space, 
new scripts. A lot of educa-
tional stuff, [and] a lot of 
the work and building stuff. 
It’s exciting,” Cochran said.

Next Stage Project nears completion

HANNAH SAAD | The Sun

Market House Theatre supporters tour the recently reno-
vated event space inside the old Finkel’s Fair Store build-
ing, which was part of Market House Theatre’s Next Stage 
Project.
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