
Today: Thunderstorms. High 76, low 63.
Sunday: Mostly sunny. High 81, low 65.

Monday: Scattered storms. High 82, low 64.
Tuesday: Scattered storms. High 80, 
low 61.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny. High 79, 
low 61.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

BY DEREK OPERLE
TIMES LEADER

With the state moratorium on 
evictions lifted today, the dog 
days of summer could bring a 
tidal wave of evictions amid late 
summer heat and humidity in the 
commonwealth.

An analysis from global adviso-
ry firm Stout Risius Ross found 
that more than 40% of renter 
households in the U.S. could soon 
be at risk of eviction because of 
financial instability brought on by 
COVID-19. In the Bluegrass State, 
44.26% of Kentucky’s renters and 
homeowners — some 221,000 
households — are at risk with as 
many as 149,000 estimated total 
evictions in the next four months.

With many Americans’ rent 
due, economic conditions sur-
rounding COVID-19 have pro-
duced something of a per fect 
storm to potentially leave many 
homeless with a national eviction 
moratorium having expired July 
24, around 25 million Americans 

COVID-19 
could bring 

‘tsunami’  
of evictions 
to Kentucky

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

The Caldwell County Fiscal 
Court on Wednesday approved 
the second reading of an amend-
ment to a nepotism 
ordinance original-
ly passed in 1994 
and amended in 
2005.

T h e  a p p r o v -
a l  m a k e s  t h e 
a m e n d e d  o r d i -
nance of ficial.

The amendment 
to the ordinance 
states that no spouse, child, par-
ent, sibling, spouse’s parent or 
sibling, children-in-law, grand-
parent, grandchild or individ-
ual claimed as a dependent for 
tax purposes of a county official 
will not be initially employed or 
appointed to a position in a coun-
ty government agency in which 
that official has any direct or indi-
rect responsibility to supervise, 
manage or control the work of the 
family member.

The amendment does not apply 
to those people who have served 
in the county for six months prior 
to that official taking office, nor 
does it apply to anyone hired 
before July 1, 2020.

There was some comment at 
the fiscal court meeting regarding 
the amended ordinance.

Nepotism 
ordinance 
passes, but 
not without 

comment

Larry 
Curling

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

More than two-thirds 
of the parents in the Cald-
well County School District 
opted to have their children 
attend school when classes 
begin Aug. 24.

According to information 
on the CCSD website, 67.5% 
— 27 of every 40 families — 
felt comfortable sending their 
children to the classroom for 
traditional instruction.

CCSD Superintendent Nate 
Huggins said there are about 
1,740 students in the district, 
meaning that about 1,170 
students will be in the class-
rooms, at least for the first 
nine-week grading period.

However, about half of 
those — fewer than 600 
— will be in the buildings 
at one time. One group of 
students will attend school 
on Monday and Wednes-
day, while the other group 

will attend on Tuesday and 
Thursday. Friday will be an 
at-home day for all students.

Those students who will 
take at-home instruction 
every day will receive sim-
ilar instruction that their 
classmates get in school.

“(Teachers) are going to 
spend longer hours trying to 
help (at-home students) get 
through their lessons,” Hug-
gins said. “The high school is 
going to be a little easier than 

the other schools because 
they’re giving them an Apex 
Learning program that we use 
for kids who have credit recov-
ery and may have missed a 
couple of credits during their 
high school career and need 
to make that up.

“It’s an online program. 
You have to have a comput-
er to do it, and you need to 
have the internet to do it.”

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
AP COLLEGE FOOTBALL WRITER

The powerhouse South-
eastern Conference reconfig-
ured its schedule Thursday 
to include only league 
games in 2020, a pan-
demic-forced decision 
that pushes major col-
lege football closer to 
a siloed regular season 
in which none of the 
power conferences 
cross paths.

The SEC’s university 
presidents agreed on 
a 10-game schedule that elimi-
nates all nonconference oppo-
nents and begins Sept. 26. The 
SEC championship game, orig-
inally scheduled for Dec. 5, will 
be pushed back to Dec. 19, 13 
days before the College Football 
Playoff semifinals are scheduled 
to be played on New Year’s Day.

While some scheduling plans 
are still to be sorted out among 
Power Five conferences, it is 

growing more likely this sea-
son’s playoff teams — if there 
is a playoff — will be selected 
without the aid of nonconfer-
ence games involving Power 

Five teams.
Each SEC team will 

have a midseason off 
week in this odd, trun-
cated season and Dec. 
12 will be an off week for 
the entire conference. 
The delayed start for the 
Southeastern Confer-
ence is two weeks later 
than what the Atlantic 

Coast Conference set for itself 
Wednesday, and creates 12 
weeks to get in 10 games and 
determine participants for the 
SEC title game in Atlanta.

The regular season was orig-
inally scheduled to begin on 
Labor Day weekend, but there 
was concern among SEC offi-
cials the return of students to 

SEC football to play 
only conference games

Greg 
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BY BRUCE SCHREINER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFORT — Ken-
tucky’s governor report-
e d  a n  u p t i c k 
in coronavir us 
cases Thursday 
but signaled that 
t h e  o u t b r e a k 
might be leveling 
off after surging 
infections hit the 
state earlier this 
month.

T h e  s t a t e 
posted 659 new virus 
cases, up 40 cases from 
Wednesday. Total state-
wide cases surpassed 
29,300 since the pan-
demic began.

The state’s positivity 
rate — a closely watched 
barometer reflecting 

the average number of 
tests coming back pos-
itive for COVID-19 — 
was 5.66%, down from a 

day earlier, Gov. 
Andy Beshear 
said Thursday.

Whi le  Ken -
tucky remains in 
a “danger zone” 
in fighting the 
v i r us ,  r ecent 
daily numbers 
i n d i c a t e  t h e 
state has signifi-

cantly slowed the spike 
in cases from earlier in 
July, he said.

“We believe what we 
are generally seeing is 
a leveling off or at least 
a significant decrease 

Beshear: State 
might be leveling 

off virus cases

Andy 
Beshear

Two-thirds of families opt  
for in-school instruction

DAVID B. SNOW | Times Leader

Custodian Jackie Kembel of Caldwell County Elementary School cleans the floor in one of the classrooms Thursday in prepara-
tion for the opening of the 2020-21 year. Faculty and staff will work hard to be sure the school is as clean and germ-free as pos-
sible to welcome back more than 1,100 students Aug. 24.
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