
Today: Sunny. High 82, low 59.
Sunday: Sunny. High 86, low 64.

Monday: Sunny. High 87, low 68.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny. High 87, 
low 64.
Wednesday: Chance of showers. 
High 82, low 63.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

The Caldwell County 
School Board voted 5-0 
on Tuesday to implement 
its original hybrid plan 
for instruction, beginning 
Sept. 14, rather than wait-
ing until Sept. 28.

That plan was supposed 
to begin Aug. 24, but Gov. 
Andy Beshear made the 
recommendat ion Aug. 
10 that all students have 
at-home instruction at least 
until Sept. 28.

Former Caldwell Coun-
ty Superintendent Nate 
Huggins announced soon 
after that the school district 
would abide by that recom-
mendation.

Interim Superintendent 
Heath Cartwright told the 
board at a special meeting 
Tuesday — his first day of 
duties — that the district 
would go back to the origi-
nal hybrid plan.

“In working with the dis-
trict nursing staff, schools 
and the departments in the 
district, there is an over-
whelming consensus of the 
need to have the students 

return to in-class instruc-
tion as soon as possible,” 
he said.

“While we would contin-
ue to of fer the option for 
parents to have their chil-
dren enrolled in non-tradi-
tional instruction — often 
called NTI or distance 

learning — I’m prepared 
to follow the direction of 
the board in revising the 
return to school plan.”

That plan is based on a 
survey given to parents last 
summer to determine if 
they wanted their students 
to have traditional in-school 

instruction or non-tradition-
al instruction at home.

Those students whose 
parents wanted them to 
return to in-school instruc-
tion were divided into two 
groups. One group would 

School board votes to return  
to original hybrid plan Sept. 14
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Interim Superintendent Heath Cartwright (left) listens Tuesday as Board Chair Tim Kenna-
day discusses an issue regarding the Caldwell County School District beginning its hybrid 
plan Sept. 14. That plan would have some students return to the classroom while others 
take at-home instruction.
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The Kentucky Department for 
Public Health updated its guidance 
to say that students, teachers and 
staf f should wear 
face masks at all 
times in school and 
on buses, except 
when actively eating 
or drinking, unless 
the person has a 
medical waiver.

Kelly Foster, Ken-
tucky Depar tment 
of Education (KDE) 
a s s o c i a t e  c o m -
missioner in the Office of Contin-
uous Improvement and Support, 
told superintendents of the updat-
ed guidance to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 during the 
Special Superintendents’ webcast 
on Tuesday.

In addition to students, masks 
are “expected and required” for 
school employees unless they have 
a medical condition that prevents 
it, said KDE Interim Commissioner 
Kevin C. Brown.

KDE hands 
down stricter 
COVID-19 
guidelines

Heath 
Cartwright
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Kentucky State Police Post 2 of 
Madisonville announced that Derek 
Smith was promoted to the rank of 
captain Tuesday.

A native of Marshall County, 
Smith will serve as 
the commander of 
the post, which cov-
ers Caldwell, Chris-
tian, Crittenden, Hop-
kins, Muhlenberg 
and Todd counties.

Smith succeeds 
David Archer, who 
began his service as 
post commander in 
September 2019. Archer will be the 
commander at KSP Post 1 in Hicko-
ry in Graves County.

A 15-year veteran, Smith began 
his career with the Kentucky State 
Police in 2005 as a member of Cadet 
Class 84. In 2012, he was promoted 
to sergeant and served at Post 5 in 
Campbellsburg, Post 2 in Madison-
ville and Post 1 in Hickory.

In 2017, he was promoted to 
lieutenant and was assigned to the 
Madisonville post. He served as 
the criminal investigations lieu-
tenant at Post 2 until his promo-
tion to captain.

Smith 
promoted, 

to command 
KSP post 2

Derek Smith
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Shelby Thomas joins the faculty 
at Caldwell County High School this 
year, working on her practicum in 
agricultural education.

Thomas is working toward her 

degree at Murray State University 
and expects to graduate on Nov. 21. 
She is scheduled to teach at CCHS 
through the end of the fall semester.

“I like being able to teach peo-
ple and information them on things 
that I feel are important,” she said. 

“They tend to get misled on some 
things on social media and televi-
sion.”

Thomas said her interest in agri-
culture came when she was a stu-
dent herself.

“I was an eight-year member of 

4-H and did FFA,” she said. “We 
raised a few beef cattle and had 
some gardens and horses and chick-
ens, so it just kind of seemed to fit.”

Thomas’ instruction this year 
begins with equine science. She is a 
native of Pekin, Indiana.

Thomas joins CCHS faculty to complete practicum

Shelby 
Thomas

Junior Kynady 
Thomas (left) tries 
to hit the ball over 

the block set up by 
sophomore Laynee 
Cannon during the 

CCHS volleyball 
practice Thursday. 

The Lady Tigers 
open the 2020 sea-

son on Sept. 11  
at home against 

Hopkinsville.
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Volleyball 

prepares 

for season 

opener
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