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S P o R t S I N d E X

BY JAMES MAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

A state legislative committee 
expressed its support Thurs-
day to a proposal that would 
increase the criminal penalty 
for people charged with traf-
ficking in drugs that include 
the highly potent synthetic opi-
oid fentanyl.

At least one member of the 
Interim Judiciary Committee 
said Thursday that the state 

has gone too far in 
amending criminal laws 
to reduce incarcera-
tions. But a lawmaker 
who suppor ts crimi-
nal justice reform said 
increasing the penalty 
against fentanyl traffick-
ers would be support-
ed among reformers 
because it penalizes the traf-
ficker rather than a person 
addicted to drugs.

The proposal was 
brought to the com-
mittee by Rep. Chris 
Fuga te ,  a  Chav ies 
Republican. A bill has 
not yet been filed, but 
Fugate said the idea is 
to increase the crimi-
nal penalties for people 
who traf fic in fentanyl 

or drugs containing fentanyl 
by requiring them to serve at 
least 85% of their prison sen-

tence before being eligible for 
parole.

Fugate, who represents 
Perry County and part of Har-
lan County, said Hazard police 
responded to multiple over-
doses earlier this year, includ-
ing four that were fatal. Media 
reports say the fatal overdos-
es were discovered by Hazard 
police on March 4.

Panel supports enhanced 
penalty for fentanyl traffickers

Rep. Chris 
Fugate

BY JAMES MAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

A panel of judges outlined some 
of the benefits and drawbacks of 
handling court hearings through 
video technology Thursday as 
state lawmakers 
ponder ed how 
they should make 
remote hearings 
part of standard 
court practice.

Video hearings 
b e c a m e  c o m -
monplace when 
the  COVID-19 
pandemic closed 
courts to all but necessary hear-
ings last year. While courts have 
been returning to normal in-per-
son hearings in some cases, law-
makers have expressed an inter-
est in continuing to conduct some 
hearings remotely.

During this year’s legislative 
session, lawmakers considered 
House Bill 551. The original ver-
sion of the bill required inmates 
to appear virtually from jail for 
arraignments, bond hearings and 
hearings such as pretrial confer-
ences, and allowed virtual appear-
ances for plea agreements, sen-
tencings, evidentiary hearings and 
hearings on probation, diversion 
or contempt of court. A modified 
version of the bill allowed, but 
did not require, jailed inmates to 
appear virtually for any hearings.

The bill was approved by a 
committee, reassigned and set 
aside for discussion during the 
interim between legislative ses-
sions.

Interim Judiciary Committee 
Co-Chairman Rep. Ed Massey, a 
Hebron Republican, said the issue 
would continue to be discussed 
beyond Thursday’s hearing.

Circuit Judge Jamie Jameson, 
of the 42nd Circuit of Calloway 
and Marshall counties, said jails 
and courts had to figure out how 
to do video conferencing during 
the pandemic.

“It’s inconvenient for all of us,” 
Jameson said, but “I think the 
advantages are there.”

For example, doing some crim-
inal hearings remotely protects 
law enforcement by cutting down 
on prisoners being transported 
from one county to another for 
hearings, he said.

Not transporting prisons virtu-
ally eliminates the possibility of 
an inmate escaping, he said.

District Judge Karen Thomas 
of Campbell County said the pan-
demic “created a lot of opportuni-
ties” for how courts can conduct 
remote hearings, but added, “We 
all have our virtual court horror 
stories.

“We are not quite there yet 
with the technology,” Thomas 
said.

During one hearing when the 
courtroom’s internet failed, “I 
even had to use my cell phone as 
a hot spot” to conduct a hearing, 
she said.

Judges say 
virtual court 

hearings 
OK in some 

situations

Sen. Whitney 
Westerfield

BY TONYA S. GRACE
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Rick Shanklin once referred to 
an F3 tornado that was one of the 
worst in Christian County histo-
ry as the “icing on the cake” that 
propelled him on to his chosen 
career.

The destructive twister took 
the top off a corn silo, destroyed 
70 barns and 80 other farm struc-
tures, damaged or destroyed 40 
homes, leveled two warehous-
es and a liquor store, damaged 
a trailer court on the west side 
of Hopkinsville and injured 17 
people when it tore through the 

community on May 12, 1978.
It also inspired Shanklin, who 

grew up in the county and was 
a tobacco farmer at the time of 
the tornado, to enroll in college 
and pursue a bachelor’s degree 
in meteorology.

Shanklin completed his stud-
ies at the University of Wiscon-
sin in Madison and went on to 
do graduate work online as well 
as to study at National Weather 
Service Training Centers in Kan-
sas City, Missouri, and Norman, 
Oklahoma.

On July 31, he retired after 
almost 37 years as a meteorolo-

gist, many of those years spent 
with the National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah, where he 
most recently was the center’s 
warning coordination meteorol-
ogist.

Shanklin was named the warn-
ing coordination meteorologist 
for Paducah in 1994 and spent all 
but one year in that position. In 
2011, he was the deputy chief of 
integrated services at the Nation-
al Weather Ser vice Central 
Region Headquarters in Kansas 
City, Missouri.

Meteorologist retires after 3 decades

KNE File Photo

Rick Shanklin, left, assesses storm damage after a tornado hit Hopkinsville in 
2018. The Christian County native retired last week from the National Weath-
er Service after spending almost 37 years working as a meteorologist.

BY DEREK OPERLE
DOPERLE@PADUCAHSUN.COM

W
ith the 20th anniversary of one 
of the United States’ darkest 
days approaching, Paducah’s 

National Quilt Museum debuted an 
exclusive exhibition dedicated to 
remembering 9/11 and honoring its 
victims Friday.

“Never Forget: Quilts from the 9/11 
Memorial & Museum” pays tribute to 
the 2,977 men, women and children 
who lost their lives in New York City, 
Arlington, Virginia, and near Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania, two decades ago through 
fabric art, which the museum is presenting 
on behalf of the National September 11 
Memorial & Museum, located in the World 
Trade Center in New York City.

The museum’s new CEO, Matt 
Collinsworth, is honored this powerful 
collection is the very first exhibit installed 
during his tenure.

“(The exhibit) triggered vivid 
memories. I immediately recalled being 
crowded into a barber shop on Main 
Street in Morehead [where he lived while 
working at the Kentucky Folk Art Center] 
which was the only spot with a TV then,” 
Collinsworth told The Sun. “I remember 
the look on everyone’s faces when the 

first tower collapsed.
“It’s not an easy show to view, but it’s 

important that we remember that day.”
Rachael Baar, the museum’s curator, is 

overjoyed at the opportunity to showcase 
such a significant tribute.

‘NEVER FORGET’

NQM’s newest exhibit honors 9/11 anniversary

Brenda 
Kuhn, of 

Mount Car-
mel, Illinois, 

and Jim 
Schmitt, of 

Fort 
Branch, 

Indiana, 
take in “The 

National 
Tribute 

Quilt” — a 
quilt com-

posed of 
more than 

3,000 
squares cre-

ating a 
mosaic of 
the lower 

Manhattan 
skyline con-
taining the 

names of 
the victims 

of 9/11.

PHOTOS BY 
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Museumgoers visit “Never Forget: Quilts from the 9/11 Memorial & Museum” on Friday, its 
first day of exhibition at Paducah’s National Quilt Museum. The collection will be on display 
through Nov. 2, including during the anniversary of 9/11.
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