
Today: Chance of rain. High 84, low 70.
Sunday: Showers. High 86, low 71.

Monday: Chance of rain. High 88, 
low 71.
Tuesday: Showers. High 86, low 69.
Wednesday: Showers. High 84, 
low 68.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

BY TIMES LEADER STAFF

G o v.  A n d y  B e s h e a r 
announced Thursday that Por-
ter Road Butcher Meat Co. 
LLC, a meat processor based in 
Princeton, plans to relocate and 
expand within Caldwell Coun-
ty with more than $1.5 million 
investment expected to create 
83 full-time jobs.

Facing heightened demand, 
Porter Road is expected to relo-
cate to two buildings encom-
passing 35,000 square feet 

of space on Masonic Drive in 
Princeton to increase capacity.

The move would be a sub-
stantial increase from its cur-
rent 7,000-square-foot facility. 
The project would provide Por-
ter Road with a larger cutting 
room and expanded packaging 
and shipping capabilities. The 
company plans to complete the 
move to the new location by the 
end of 2020.

The 83 projected jobs would 
include various wage levels and 

primarily consist of production 
staff, such as butchers and pack-
aging and shipping positions. An 
increase in administrative and 
management, as well as main-
tenance roles is also expected. 
Currently, Porter Road employs 
31 people in Caldwell County.

“Our business is built on 
strong relationships with our 
partners, customers and com-
munity,” said Chris Carter, who 
with James Peisker founded 
Porter Road. “It was relation-

ships that brought us to Prince-
ton six years ago, and relation-
ships that have encouraged us 
to deepen our roots and expand.

“We count ourselves fortunate 
to be working with a proactive 
team of economic developers 
— including Princeton’s elect-
ed officials and the Lake Bark-
ley Partnership — to meet our 
needs during this exciting time 
of growth.”

Princeton Mayor Dakota 
Young said Porter Road has 

been a great company to work 
with in the years since locating 
in the area.

“James and Chris and the rest 
of the crew at Porter Road have 
been incredible to work with,” 
he said. “Their passion for our 
community is palpable. They 
have a broad and dynamic vision 
for the future of their company, 
and thankfully, Princeton figures 
prominently in those plans.

Porter Road to add 83 jobs at Princeton site

BY TIMES LEADER STAFF

The husband of a South 
Carolina woman whose body 
was found two weeks ago in 

a shallow grave 
in Fredonia has 
been arrested.

L a w r e n c e 
“Lar r y”  F lo -
r e n t i n e ,  5 2 , 
of Rock Hill, 
South Caroli-
na, was arrest-
ed Tuesday in 
Denver. He had 
been at large 
for more than a 
week since her 
body was dis-
covered June 
13 in a ceme-
tery off Ky. 91 
between Fredo-
nia and Prince-

ton. He was wanted by Ken-
tucky State Police for abuse 
of a corpse and questioning in 
her suspected murder.

State police reported last 
week that  Nicole Renee 
Zahnd “Nikki” Florentine, 
36, of Rock Hill, South Caro-
lina, was discovered partially 
clothed in a makeshift grave 

Linesmen 
Dewight Meeks 
(above) and B.J. 
Harper of the 
Princeton Elec-
tric Plant Board 
adorned utility 
poles along 
Main Street 
with American 
flags Thursday 
in preparation 
for the Fourth 
of July.

DAVID B. SNOW | 
Times Leader

A BANNER DAY

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

In an election where voters 
were provided several options 
with absentee ballots, 535 
Caldwell County voters came 
to the courthouse Tuesday to 
participate in the primary elec-
tion.

The primary election was 
moved in March from May 19 
to June 23 due to COVID-19.

Voters were given the option 
of marking an absentee bal-
lot and mailing it back to the 
courthouse, filling out a bal-
lot at the courthouse or drop-
ping off a completed absen-
tee ballot at the courthouse 
as well as voting in person  
on Tuesday.

People were given through 

June 15 to request an 
absentee ballot, and 
were able to return 
them from June 8 
through June 22. Any 
mailed ballots post-
marked on or before 
June 23 will be count-
ed.

H o w e v e r,  w i t h 
a much larger number of 
mailed-in ballots, it is expect-
ed that final results will not be 
available until this Tuesday.

Caldwell County’s 535 vot-
ers who opted to vote in per-
son represent about 5.3% of 
the county’s 10,125 registered 
voters.

County Clerk Toni Watson 
had two polling stations set up 
Tuesday in the courthouse: 
one on the main level and one 

in the lower level. Vol-
unteers helped voters 
go through the pro-
cess and answered 
questions about this 
year’s election.

The results from 
Caldwell County’s 
in-person voting are:

• President: Rep.: 
Donald J. Trump 244, uncom-
mitted 12; Dem.: Michael 
Bennet 0, Joseph R. Biden 92, 
Michael R. Bloomberg 7, Pete 
Buttigieg 6, John K. Delaney 2, 
Tulsi Gabbard 6, Amy Klobu-
char 6, Deval Patrick 2, Bernie 
Sanders 38, Tom Steyer 3, Eliz-
abeth Warren 6, Andrew Yang 
6, uncommitted 73.

• U.S. Senator: Rep.: Nich-
olas Alsager 6, Wendell K. 
Crow 5, Paul John Frangeda-

kis 2, Louis Grider 4, Naren 
James 0, Kenneth Lowndes 5, 
Mitch McConnell 210, C. Wes-
ley Morgan 22; Dem.: Jimmy 
C. Ausbrooks 9, Charles 
Booker 112, Mike Broihier 6, 
Maggie Jo Hilliard 5, Andrew 
J. Maynard 7, Amy McGrath 
73, Eric Rothmuller 6, John 
R. Sharpensteen 2, Bennie J. 
Smith 8, Mary Ann Tobin 15.

• Judge of Court of Appeals, 
1st Appellate District, 1st Divi-
sion (unexpired term): J.R. 
“Jason” Coltharp 48, Jenny 
Hines 156, Chris McNeill 138, 
C. Rene Williams 112.

These figures do not repre-
sent the final tally in the 2020 
primary election in Kentucky, 
which will be released when 
all ballots are counted.

More than 500 vote in-person Tuesday

Toni Watson
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Skylar Newton recently won the title for 
the 2020-21 Miss Kentucky High School 
Rodeo Queen. She is a junior at Caldwell 
County High School. She will travel to 
Guthrie, Oklahoma, and compete for the 
title of National High School Rodeo 
Queen at the National High School 
Rodeo Finals later this summer. She will 
also compete in barrel racing, pole bend-
ing and breakaway roping.
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NEWTON WINS 

QUEEN TITLE

BY BRUCE SCHREINER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFOR T — Ken -
tucky ’s  premiere  pol i t i -
cal event — the campaign 
speeches before raucous 
partisans at the Fancy Farm 
picnic — will be silenced this 
year amid the coronavirus 
pandemic.

This year’s 140th picnic 
has been scaled back and 
the Aug. 1 political speeches 
were canceled, according to 
the event’s organizers in the 
Graves County community of 
Fancy Farm. The decision was 
dictated by the pandemic, said 
Mark Wilson, chairman of the 
picnic’s political speaking.

“It’s definitely a sign of the 
times for 2020,” he said Thurs-
day. “It was a major decision 
that was made by our picnic 

Speeches 
canceled at Fancy 

Farm picnic
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