
Today: T-storms likely. High 85, low 69.
Thursday: T-storms possible. High 85, low 68.

Friday: Chance of T-storms. High 
85, low 68.
Saturday: T-storms. High 86, low 
68.
Sunday: T-storms. High 87, low 68.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

The Caldwell County School District 
will begin its hybrid model for instruc-
tion Sept. 28, the date recom-
mended for in-person instruc-
tion by Gov. Andy Beshear.

Students will all have at-home 
instruction beginning Aug. 24, 
the first day for classes.

“We (teachers, staf f and 
administrators) started (Mon-
day) planning for non-tradition-
al instruction because we knew 
that was a great possibility,” 
Superintendent Nate Huggins said. 
“That’s what the plan was star ting 
out (Monday), with all the faculty and 
staf f coming back (for professional 
development).

“We’re still social distancing; we 
can spread out in our rooms. Our 
meetings in the building are done 

through Google  Classroom, so 
they’re talking that way.”

Teachers began this year’s before-
school professional development 

Monday.
Huggins said the origi -

nal instruction plan that was 
approved by the board of edu-
cation uly 14 would be enact-
ed Sept. 28.

That plan took those stu-
dents whose parents wanted 
them to return to the class-
room and divided them into 
two groups. One group would 

come to school Monday and Wednes-
day, while the other group would 
come Tuesday and Thursday. Friday 
serves an at-home instruction day for 
all students.

Teachers are preparing their class-
rooms to provide social distancing of at 
least 6 feet between desks.

For those taking instruction at 
home, the district has ordered 90 more 
ChromeBook computers for each of the 
district’s four schools, bringing the ratio 
of students to laptops to almost 1-to-1.

The district has also ordered 42,000 
masks for students.

The school district reported two 
weeks ago that 67.5% of its students’ 
families — 27 out of 40 — wanted their 
students to return to the classroom. 
With an estimated 1,740 students in the 
district, that means that 1,170 students 
will return to in-school instruction.

With the approved instruction plan, 
that number will be halved for each 
school day, meaning that about 585 stu-
dents would be in the school buildings 
from Monday through Thursday.

More information about how instruc-
tion will take place in Caldwell Coun-
ty schools will be posted at caldwell.
kyschools.us.

BY BRUCE SCHREINER                
AND PIPER HUDSPETH 

BLACKBURN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFOR T — Ken-
tucky’s Democratic gover-
nor on Monday called Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s action 
extending an expired unem-
ployment benefit “not work-
able” in its current form, 
warning it would push some 
costs onto states already left 
cash-strapped by the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

G o v.  A n d y  B e s h e a r 
stressed that his critique of 
Tr ump’s weekend execu-
tive action wasn’t meant as 

BY BRUCE SCHREINER AND 
PIPER HUDSPETH BLACKBURN

ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFORT — Declaring 
“we shouldn’t want our kids 
to be the canaries in the coal 
m i n e , ”  K e n -
t u c k y  G o v. 
Andy Beshear 
urged schools 
in the state to 
delay reopen-
ing in-person 
c lasses unt i l 
la te  Septem-
ber to provide 
more time to curb the spread 
of the coronavirus.

The Democratic governor 
said Monday that he wants 

Governor  
eyes start of 
in-person 

classes in late 
September

Caldwell instruction to 
begin virtually Aug. 24

Nate Huggins

Contributed photo

First-grade teachers Logan Shaffer (left) and Elise Gilkey work to space desks at least 6 feet apart to promote social distancing in 
their Caldwell County Primary School classrooms.

Gov. Andy 
Beshear

BY DAVID B. SNOW 
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

Dale Faughn is known locally as a 
teacher, having put in 61 years — three 
generations’ worth of students — in 
the Caldwell County School District, 
but he was much more than that.

Faughn ser ved with 
the Marines at  the 
Battle of Iwo Jima in 
1945, an inspiration for 
one of most poignant 
poems. He was a candi-
date to fly in the Space 
S h u t t l e  C h a l l e n g e r 
in 1986. He was also 
named Kentucky poet 
laureate by the Ken-

tucky Legislature, serving that post 
from 1986 to 1990.

Most can agree that Faughn has led 
a full life, dedicated to service, educa-
tion and the arts.

The Caldwell County High School 
Class of 1961 presented Vaughn on 
Tuesday with a framed copy of his 
poem “I Met the Flag at Iwo Jima” that 
featured a photo of the author. The pre-
sentation was scheduled to be made 

during the Butler-Caldwell reunion 
next month, but that was canceled.

The poem was written as Faughn 
was returning to the States and was 
the first poem he had written, he said, 

since he was in grade school. It earned 
the George Washington Honor Medal 
Award from Freedom’s Foundation.

Faughn’s life honored by Class of ’61 presentation

DAVID B. SNOW | Times Leader

Dale Faughn (left), a teacher in the Caldwell County School District for 61 years, is 
presented a framed copy of his poem “I Met the Flag at Iwo Jima” with his photo by 
Frank Pasteur of the CCHS Class of 1961.

Dale Faughn

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

The Caldwell Fiscal Court 
on Tuesday voted to declare 
several county 
vehicles as sur-
plus and put 
them up for 
bid.

The vote was 
taken at  the 
fiscal cour t’s 
meeting at the 
courthouse.

“We’ve  got 
three sherif f ’s vehicles over 
here,” Judge-Executive Larry 

ComCare 
awarded bid  

for ambulance 
service

Larry Curling

Beshear: Form 
of current 

unemployment 
action ‘not 
workable’
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