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MESSENGER-INQUIRER

In spite of the pandemic, the 
Kentucky Council on Postsec-
ondar y Educat ion repor ts 
that the number of credentials 
awarded in the commonwealth 
remained steady this past school 
year, and that the state was still 
on track to meet its higher edu-
cation goals.

According to a recent CPE 
report brief about the number of 
degrees and credentials award-
ed in Kentucky in the 2020-21 
academic year, credential attain-

ment decreased by .2%, the first 
decline since 2014-15. Overall, 
however, since the 2015-
16 school year, creden-
tial attainment is still up 
23.5%.

The repor t went on 
to say that bachelor’s 
degr ees  wer e  down 
by 2.2% in the 2020-21 
school year; that the 
Kentucky Community & 
Technical College Sys-
tems increased creden-
tial production by .4%, with an 
increase specifically in associ-

ate degrees by 3.8%; graduate 
degrees were down by .5%; and 

credentials awarded to 
in-state students were up 
1.2%.

The slight dip in cre-
dentials earned overall 
is directly attributed to 
the pandemic, the report 
states.

“It is worth noting that 
the recent coronavirus 
pandemic had a consid-
erable negative impact 

on enrollment and degree pro-
duction at postsecondary insti-

tutions around the country, and 
Kentucky was not exempt from 
this trend,” the report read.

Slight decrease withstanding, 
these results appear promising 
to CPE President Aaron Thomp-
son, who said they are the result 
of campuses doubling down on 
efforts to assist students in com-
pleting their degrees or creden-
tials during a pandemic.

“The tremendous challeng-
es of the last year and a half 
have not knocked us of f track 
from our ambitious goals for 
Kentucky, and that’s really a 

tribute to the resiliency of Ken-
tucky’s campuses and students,” 
Thompson said. “It’s an encour-
aging sign for the future of Ken-
tucky’s workforce as we contin-
ue to grapple with, and recover 
from, the economic effects of the 
pandemic.”

More good news illuminat-
ed in the report is that degrees 
earned by underrepresented 
minority students is continuing 
to rise. From the 2019-20 school 
year to 2020-21, degrees award-
ed to those students increased 
by 2.3% overall. This was espe-
cially evident within the KCTCS 

State on track for higher education goals
Pandemic having minimal impact on attainment of degrees, credentials

Aaron 
Thompson

BY HANNAH SAAD
HSAAD@PADUCAHSUN�COM

O
ne of the many murals on 
display on Paducah’s floodwall 
shows a scrapbook page with 

newspaper clippings and three photos 
featuring people dressed as Native 
Americans. This mural, by Herb Roe 
of Robert Dafford Murals, depicts 
what was at the time one of the largest 
events to take place in Paducah: the 
1913 Homecoming Festival.

The event took place over a span of 
four days in May of 1913. It ended up 
attracting thousands of visitors to town, 
especially those who had once lived in 
Paducah and wanted to see how the 
city had changed since they left. The 

homecoming parade, which newspapers 
at the time said was the first of its 
kind in Paducah, centered around the 
“return” of a mythic figure to the city: 
Chief Paduke.

Local legend states the city was 
named after Chief Paduke. The legend 
is prevalent in the newspapers published 
at the time as well as historical markers 
that are still around the city today. This 
claim has been questioned in recent 
years, and a letter from William Clark, 
the founder of Paducah, to his son in 
1827 indicates the town was named after 
a Native American tribe, the Padouca, 
that Clark had heard of while traveling 
on his expedition out west.

Nonetheless, the city attracted many 
visitors and former residents of Paducah 
to join in the multi-day festivities. Nearly 
15,000 people were downtown on the 

A  H O M E C O M I N G
When ‘Chief Paduke’ 
returned to Paducah

HANNAH SAAD | The Sun

A mural on the downtown floodwall, painted by Herb Roe of Robert Dafford Murals, depicts 
a 1913 Homecoming Festival in Paducah, which was one of the largest events in the city at 
that time.
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The Judicial Conduct Commission 
has filed an extensive “notice of for-
mal proceedings” against Daviess 
Family Judge Julie 
Hawes Gordon, alleg-
ing Gordon misused 
her position to benefit 
her adopted son, who 
was facing criminal 
charges.

T h e  J C C  d o c u -
ment alleges Gordon 
also mismanaged her 
cour troom and arbi-
trarily required people 
before the cour t to 
take drug tests, using untrained staff 
to conduct the tests.

The notice alleges Gordon used 
her influence to attempt to get her 
adopted son reenrolled in the Boul-
ware Mission’s drug treatment pro-
gram, and ordered a staff member 
to have Boulware residents appear-
ing before her immediately drug 
tested when Boulware refused her 
demands. The document says Gor-
don allegedly used her position and 
“ordered juvenile placements that 
were inconsistent with Cabinet (for 
Health and Family Services) recom-
mendations.”

In a response, Gordon denies the 
allegations. Meanwhile, some of fi-
cials that the JCC complaint says 
Gordon tried to influence on her 
son’s behalf said Tuesday they did 
not feel they were being pressured 
by her.

“Judge Gordon continues to stren-
uously deny the frivolous allegations 
brought against her and looks for-
ward to resolution of this matter by 
the Judicial Conduct Commission,” 

Oversight 
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BY THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE

Ground preparation is underway to 
begin construction on Baptist Health Har-
din’s new Outpatient Medical Pavilion 
behind the hospital in Elizabethtown.

According to a news release, the $225.6 
million facility is scheduled to open in 
2024. The expansion marks the largest in 
the hospital’s nearly 70-year history.

The investment far exceeds Baptist 
Health’s initial intent to invest $235 mil-
lion in a decade, with $150 million to be 
spent in the first five years, the release 
said. It is the second major investment 
Baptist Health has made in the hospi-
tal since it became part of the Baptist 
Health system on Sept. 1, 2020, with the 
first being the implementation of its new 
electronic health records system, Epic, 
earlier this year. To date, Baptist Health 
has invested more than $275 million in 
the local healthcare system.

“This building, which will be located 
behind the hospital’s existing facility, is 
part of Baptist Health’s commitment to 
invest much needed capital into this rap-
idly growing healthcare system,” Baptist 
Health Chief Executive Officer Gerard 

Colman said in the release. “We know 
the vital role that Baptist Health Hardin 
plays in this region, caring for more than 
400,000 Central Kentuckians, and that 
number is going to get much larger...
We want to send a clear message that we 
are dedicated to strengthening and fuel-
ing Baptist Health Hardin’s tremendous 
growth.”

Baptist Health Hardin President Dennis 
Johnson said the investment is one part of 
the $1 billion strategic plan Baptist Health 
has set out for the nine-hospital system.

“Baptist Health is committed to Baptist 
Health Hardin, and all of the communities 
that we serve in Kentucky and Southern 
Indiana,” he said in the release.

The new facility will help Baptist Health 
Hardin meet the needs of a growing 
region, the release said. The population 
in Baptist Health Hardin’s 10-county ser-
vice area is expected to grow by 6.7% in 
the next five to seven years according to 
a data analysis conducted for the project.

At 282,000-square feet, roughly 75% of 
the size of the existing hospital, the new 
outpatient medical pavilion will house a 
new comprehensive cancer care center, 

12 new surgical suites including a hybrid 
operating room, three new cardiac cath 
labs, a multidisciplinary outpatient med-
ical office building, and patient-centered 
spaces designed to promote emotional 
and spiritual wellness.

The new cancer care center will offer 
an oncology and hematology clinic, radi-
ation therapy, an infusion clinic, and new 
equipment and technology. It will also fea-
ture a boutique and resource area, as well 
as spaces for rest, reflection and spend-
ing time with loved ones, all designed to 
provide patients the support they need 
during the cancer journey.

Clinics for multiple specialties are 
designed so patients can manage multiple 
healthcare needs in one convenient loca-
tion, the release said. The new pavilion 
will be home to cardiology, pulmonary 
care, urology, vascular care, wound care, 
hyperbaric therapy and more.

Additionally, the new construction will 
feature a chapel and outdoor healing gar-
den with a water feature.

For ongoing updates on the construc-
tion, go to baptisthealth.com/outpa 
tient-medical-pavilion.

Construction to begin soon  
on Outpatient Medical Pavilion

BEN SHEROAN/The News-Enterprise

In view of the work site behind Baptist Health Hardin’s hospital campus is a massive poster depicting the 282,000-square foot Outpa-
tient Medical Pavilion that will house the local cancer center as well as other services.
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